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Evac [tahog yhumtng oto A' Kotuntnplo ABnvwy
Anuntpng MNauAomouAog

SUMMARY: AN ITALIAN SCULPTOR AT THE 1st CEMETERY OF ATHENS

In the Luxury Sector of the First Cemetery of Athens an imposing marble mausoleum attracts the attention of
the visitor, who has advanced from the entrance and, after having passed in front of the church of Aghioi The-
odoroi, looks to his left. This is the tomb of the loannis Pesmazoglou family, decorated with reliefs and statues
by an Italian sculptor, portrait painter and designer, Francesco Jerace (1853-1937), dated after 1936. But how
did that happen? And why was not a Greek sculptor preferred?

These questions are being attempted to be answered in this article. This choice together with the imposing
look of the funerary monument are certainly notirrelevant to the economic status and stong reputation of the
Pesmazoglou family. This family was the first to build an apartment building in Athens, in Vassilissis Sofias
street, the Aktaion hotel in Neo Faliro, and a gallery under their name in the center of Athens, where they
printed their newspaper. Pesmazoglou in the 1930s had the wealth, the prestige and the potential to choose a
foreign sculptor for the creation of their grand family mausoleum. Besides, during the same decade, died a se-
lect member of their family, the manager of the Bank of Athens Alexandros Pesmazoglou. The funerary monu-
ment of the Ioannis Pesmazoglou family, an interesting unicum of the history of sculpture in modern Greece,
is not exactly dated. We can assume that 1936 is an eligible terminus post quem for its creation, because this
was the year that Yiorgakis, the ten years old son of Ioannis Pesmazoglou, died. The infant is represented nude
in the arms of the one of the two angels’ staues of the monument.

This monument, a mausoleum of such a great family, should be located at the heart of the 1st Cemetery of the
capital of the Greek state. Itis a funerary but also a public building, a quasi-heroon, intending to be an image of
the projection and imposition of the family, in a semi-public space, such as the cemetery. The interconnections
of some family members abroad must have facilitated the choice of one of the most famous foreign sculptors
of their time. Suppose some disappointment in the attitude of domestic artistic circles?

2to Tprpa NoAuteAeiag tou A" Kotpntnplou ABnvwv eAKUEL TO BAEPHA TOU ETILOKETTTN TIOU €XEL
TIPOXWPNOEL attd TNV £l0080 Kal £xeL TIEPACEL TOV Vad Twv Aylwv Ogodwpwy, kabwg Badile,
0Ta apLOTEPA TOU, €va eTILRANTIKO PappdpLlvo paucwAeio (€k. 1)'. Bploketal o€ SlakekpLpevn
B¢on, ota &€€Ld, KAtw amo To paucwAelo tou Heinrich Schliemann, to omolo €xeL amaoyoArosL
Tov KaBnyntr MewpyLo Zt. Koppé katda tn dekastia tou 19802

Mrtopel va Teplypa@el WG TETPATIAEUPO OLKOSOUNUA PE TECOEPELG TIECOOUG OTLG YWVLEG TOU.
TNV mPocbila OYn Tou amelkovideTal avayAun TapAactacn PE Xo0pd YUVALKWY, VW OTLG U0
TIAEUPEG £X0ULV evtaxBel U0 popPeg ayyéAwv oTov TUTIo Tou MevBouvtog MNveupatog: n pla kpa-
TAEL OTNV AYKAALA TNG BPEPOC, N AAAN oTaupd. MPOKELTAL yLA TOV XPOVOAOYNHEVO PETA arto To 1936
TAWYo NG okoyevelag Iwavvou Meopaldylou, TIou €xeL KOOUNBEL Pe avayAu@a Kat e oAOyAupa
amo évav Italo yAuttn, {wypapo TIPOCWTIoYPAPLWY Kal SAckaAo tou oxedlou, Tov Francesco
Jerace (1853-1937). MNwg 6pwg cLVERN autod; Kau ylati ev ipotiprdnke EAAnvag yAuTtTng

To pvnuelo avagépetal Pe AavBacopEéVo To EMWVUHO Tou LSLoktitn (Pesmazochi) oto Afupa
TOU 8£KATOU OYS00U TOHPOU TOU YEPUAVIKOU AEELKOU KAAALTEXVWY, TIOU €K&0BNKE evdoow {ouaoe

1 TMOA. A/ZT 65. BA. Kapdapiton-Addun kat AavinA 2017, 6 €Lk., 37 €ik. 18, 41. Audakng 2017, 41-42, 203 €Lk.
133, 204 k. 134.
2 Koppég 1983. Korres 1981, 1984.
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0 Jerace? kaL To otolo oWelAeTal otV eMpEAELa SUO LOTOPLKWV TNG TEXVNG, Twv Ulrich Thieme
(1865-1922) kat Felix Becker (1864-1928).

O yevdpxnG TNG KammadoKLKN G Kataywyng otkoyévelag MNeopaldylou Mewpylog Meopag xpn-
pdtioe €€ amoppritwyv cUPPBOUAOG TOU COUATAVOU AxMET B' (1643-1695). To emwvupo Meopdg
TIPOEPYETAL ATIO TNV TOUPKLKN AEEN pesiman 1 pisman, TTou onPailvel PETAVonPEVog, PETa-
HeEANUEVOG. Tov Meopd tov amayxovioe o coUATavog Mouotagd B' (1664-1703). O yLog tou
Meopd (5nAadn o Meopaddylou) Iwdvvng €puye amd TNV KwvotavtvoUToAn Kal yKaTaoTta-
Bnke otn Zpupvn, OTIOL YevvnBNKE 0 yLog Tou Mewpylog. O yLog tou Mewpylou Iwdvvng (1857-
1906) oTIoUSA0E OLKOVOULKEG ETILOTAHEG 0TO MNapiol. AoUAeye otnv Banque Credit Lyonnais tng
AANeEAVSpeLag Kal amo to 1882 StnUBuve tnv AyyAoatyutttiakr Tpdmela. Fapmpdg Tou TpaTe-
{ltn Avépéa Zuyypou amd tn Betr) KOpn Tou’, (Spuoe to 1896 otnv ABrjva Sikr| tou tpamela,
TIOU OUYXWVELONKE To 1897 pe TNV Tpameda ABNVwy, Tng ottolag £yLve YEVLIKOG SLEUBUVTAG Kal
TPOESPOC TOU SLOLKNTIKOU CURPBOUALOU £wg Tov BAavato toud. T8puoe akopa to 1905 tnv Mpo-
vopLlouyo (Eviaia) Etatpia pog Mpootaciav tng MNapaywyng kat Epmoplag tng Zragidog, pe
€lkooL TTEVTE uTtokataotrpata otnyv MNehomoévvnoo kat ota Emtdvnoa’, kat to 1906 tnv Etatpia
Olvwv kat OwoTmveupdatwve. Me Tig U0 auTég eTatpeieg EAUOE To SUOKOAO yLa TNV EAAASa tote
oTAPLSLKO CATNHA, EVW ELYE TIPOCXESLATEL TNV EVOTIOLNGCN TOU EMNVLKOU SNUOCLOU XPEOUG Kal
TN PETATPOTIN TOU OE Spa)HEG, OXESLO TTou Sev TIPOAARBE va UAoTioLrogL. MoALteUTNKE amod To
1900, ekAeydpevog BouAeutrg ABnvwy, Meoonviag kat HAelag®. Me Swpegg tou LEpubnkav ot
VUXTEPLVEG OXOAEG TOU ZUAAOYOU EpmtopoUmtaAAnAwy otnv ABrva'®. ASeApog tou Iwavvn nrav
o SteuBuvtng tng Tpamelng ABnvwv AAEEavEpog (1859-1939). O yLog Tou AAéEavspou MixanA
(1895-1983) opydvwoe otnv EAAASa TtV TpwTn PETATIOAEULKI) OLKOVOMLKI UTINpEcia Kat to
(POPOAOYLKO cuoTnua'’, evw o yLog tou Iwavvng (y. 1921) uttnpEtnoe wg SMAWwPATNG'2. Avo amo
TOUG yloug Tou Iwdvvn tou taAatotepou, o MewpyLog (1889/90-1984)" kat o Ztéwavog (y. 1901),
e&edwoav TNV avtlBeVIZeALKr], @AOBACIALKY KAl QIAOUETAELKN epnuepida H lMpwia (1925-
1944)", evw 0 AAog yLog tou Iwavvn Avdpeag (y. 1900) uttrp&e aflwpatikog Tou Nautkou's,
MPWTOG yLOG TOU ZTEPaVOU nTav o kabnyntig tng MoAltikrig Owkovopiag oto EBvikoO kal Karto-
SLotplakod Mavermotrpio ABnvwy, uttodlolkntnhg tng Tpamedng tng EAAAS0G, Stampaypateutnq
yla tn ouvdeon tng EANAdo¢ pe tnv Eupwmaikr) Owkovoutkr Kowdtnta (EOK), uttoupydg twv
OlKOVOULKWVY To 1974, L&puThg Kal TIpOESPOC Tou KOPPatog AnpokpatikoU ZoolaAlopou (KO-
AHZO0), amo to 1979 €wg to 1984, BOUAEUTNG, EUPWPBOUAEUTHG, TAKTLKO HENOG KAl TIPOESPOG
NG Akadnuiag ABnvwv to 1992 kat 1996 avtiotoliywg, Maykog (Iwavvng) Neopaloyiou (1918-
2003)® kat 6eUtepog o Mewpydkng (1926-1936)".

Thieme kat Becker 1925.

TCépog 2013, 181.

Xat{nwwone 1999, 327.

Kwotrg kat TookdTouAog 1988, 145-152. Xatlniwony 1999, 326-331.
Xat{niwavvou, 1923, 84. Kapdapiton-Adaun kat AaviiA 2017, 120.
Xat{niwavvou, 1923, 86. Apitoa 1997, 140, @dk. 21. Kapdapiton-Adaun kat AaviiA 2017, 120.
9 Kapdapiton-Addaun kat AaviiA 2017, 120.

10 Xat{niwavvou, 1923, 86-87. NEA 1953, T. 15.

11 Apitoa 1997, 140.

12 NEA (BA. urtoonp. 10).

13 EEE, 1988. Apitoa 1997, 139-140, @dk. 50.

14 Mayep 1959, 257-265. MNamadnuntplou 2008.

15 NEA (BA. urtoonp. 10).

16 Apitoa 1997, 140, @dk. 1805. Akadnuia ABnviv. 2015, 198.

17 StV emtypagr) avaypdgetal FEQPTAKIE STE®. MEZMAZOTAOY / 1926-1936.
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Tt yvwplloupe OPWG yLa Tov YAUTITN TOU TAPLKoU pvnuelou Iwdvvou I Meopaloylou; MAnpo-
(POPLEG, EKTOG aTtd TO AEELKO TIOU 16N UVNPOVEUCAE, AVTAOUE KaL atto ApBpo TG YEPHAVLKNAG Ka-
Taywyng, TIOALToypa@npevng Bpetavrg, ouyypagéwg kat petagpaotplag Helen Zimmern (1846-
1934) oto TEPLOSIKO The Art Journal®, To kelpevo autd umnpetel tnv mpooTdbela Tng Zimmern
va PEPEL OE EYyUTEPN ETTAPN TO BPETAVLKO KOWO HE TA EUPWTIALKA Tipdypata. YO authv tnv
évvola, Ba Eavaypdyel yia tov Jerace oto BLRALO TNG The Italy of the Italians'.

O Francesco Jerace (Ierace/Jeraces/Jeracis) yevwrifnke otnv MoAlotéva tng KahaBplag, otnv
Kdtw ItaAla, otn MeydAn EAGSa. NMapadidovtal U0 SLaQOPETLIKEG NUEPOUNVLEG KAl XPOVOAO-
yleg yevvnoewg tou -26 IouAlou 1853 kat 27 IouAiou 1854, evw yla Tov BAvato tou AAeG SUo
XpovoAoyleg, ektog tng 18n¢ Iavouapiou 1937 - 1o 1936 kat To 1940%°. EK punTtpog €yyovog Tou
Slakoopuntr Francesco, yLog tou tolxoypagou Fortunato kat adeA@og tou (wypdgpou Gaetano
(1860-1940) kat Tou yAuttn-{wypdgou Vincenzo (1862-1947), €xovtag amopacioeL yLa tnv mpo-
TLUNON TOU OTNV TEXVN, PTINKE 0T BacWkr) Akadnpia KaAwv Texvwv tng NAmoAng. rmoudaoce
{wypa@ikr kovta otov Vincenzo Morani (1809-1870) kat yAutttikr) SiAa otoug Tito Angelini
(1806-1878) kat Tommaso Solari (1820-1889), capwvovtag BpaBeia. Yripge otevog @ilog Tou
{wypdyou Francesco Saverio Altamura (1822-1897), yLa tov omolov pdAlota Ba PAACEL otV
Akadnuia KaAwv Texvwy tng NamoAng, evw n SLAAEEN tou Ba amodwaoel Bloypagia tou Altamura
(Saverio Altamura. Cenni biografici, NamoAn 1917)%. Ol LkavOTnTEG TOU OTN YAUTITLKN Elxav TIAEoV
eKSNAWOEL. Mprjyopa yivetat TepLdATNTOG TOOO YLa TN PLAOTEXVNON TIPOTOHWY OGO Kal PVNUEL-
KWV ayaApdtwy, SouAevovtag Pe TNV (Slav dveon LEEaALOTLKA Kal pEAALOTLKA. EAaBe pepog o€
ekBeoeLg otnv Italla, el6ka otn NdmoAn (1877), oto Mapiot (1878) kat otn Bevetia (1895). To
1880 mtapouciaoce otnv €kBeon tou Topivou MTA €pya TOU O ETITA SLAPOPETLKES TEXVOTPOTILEG
- eTl&eLEn; Eypage peAetn yia tov OAavso {wypago tou 17ou awwva Frans Hals (1582-1666)
(Ricordli e ricerche su Frans Hals, NartoAn 1910). AletéAeoe emitipgog kabnyntng tng Baolkng Aka-
Snuiag KaAwv Texvwv tng NATOANG Kal Twv akadnpwy tou Mdvou kat tng MmoAdviac. Epya
Tou Bplokovtal otn NamoAn, otn Madpitn, oto Aovdivo, ato Movayo, otnv O8noco, oto Be-
poAivo, otn Bapoofia, otn Xdayn, oto Potepvtay, otnv IpAavéia, oto Mmougvog Alpeg, otnv
ABdva, akopa kat otn BopBdn... Ztov (Slov £xeL aplepwBel kal To POUTELO TNG TTIOAEWS MoAL-
oteva, evw otnv MNMoAloteva exeL LEPUBEL KaL AsLtoupyel PePWVULO KTIALSEUTIKO (Spupa (Istituto
Comprensivo «F. Jerace»).

ZUYKPNTLOTLKA avTiAnyn @atvetal va SLETEL TO VP0G TNG KAALTEXVLKNG SnuLoupylag tou
Francesco Jerace, TIou poladel XwPLE aTtopLlKOTNTA, KATIWG ampoowTtto®. Neopmapok otolxela
ouvu@atvovtal Pe tn SlakoopnTkotnta tng Art Deco, 0To Tvelpa pLag PeyaAoTtpeToug Hopyo-
AOYLKNAG pwHAlkOTNTAG (romanitas), 0Tiwg @atvetal Kat otov avayAuo opho péoa ota HAUoLa
Medla -6tou, Kata tov BipyiAlo, pevouv et xALeTia ol PuyEg, ewaoTou emLotpePouv otn yn
yla va petepgPpuyxwBouv-, aAAd Kat otoug U0 0ASGYAUPOUG ayyEAouG-TievBouvTa TveUPATA TOU
TagkoL pvnuetou. O évag dyyehog aykaAladeL Beppd tov vekpd yLo Tou Ztepdavou Meopadoylou
FEwpyakn (gLk. 2), 0 AANAOG o@lyyeL oto otrifog Tou otaupo (gLk. 3). Na TipooeEoupe OTL To 1936,
€10G Bavdtou Tou yLou, 0 TIATEPAG TOU ELVAL TPLAVTATIEVTAXPOVOG...

18 Zimmern 1886. EuxapLotw amd tn B£on autrv Tov T. avamAnpwtr kabnyntr Iotopiag tng Téxvng oto TunRua
Iotoplag kat Apxatohoyiag tou EKMA Z. AuSdkn, Ttou pou 8LEBeae tov topo amd tn BLBALoBr KN Tou. O (8Log el
ypayel oAatdtepa otov abnvadikd nuepriolo TUTO yla Tov YAUTITN Kal yid To €pyo tou. EmaviABe mpdopata:
Audakng 2017 (BA. uttoony. 1). BA. akdpa Brook 2004, pe apketr| BLpALoypagia.

19 Zimmern 1906, 129-131.

20 Vollmer 1962. DEB 1974. Panzetta 1994. Saur 2000.

21 Mmouploylavvng-Toayyapidng 2009, 2010.

22 Saur 2000.
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O Francesco Jerace gpyddetal WG yAUTITNG AAAA KAl WG ApXLTEKTWY TOU Pvnpelou - uTtoypagel
AQTwLoTL o€ epaveg onpelo, otnv pocLa Asupd tou: OPUS F. JERACIS. EEalpetikd otnv Tipo-
OTITLKH ToU BAaBoug To TIpdabLo avayAud tou. Oa Stakpivape BeBalwg HaviepLoTikr) UTIEPBOAR
OTLG VATOUPOALOTIKEG EKPPATELG TWV HopYwV Tou. Mapopoiwg n Beatpikn eputdbeLa kat o e&e-
{ntnuévog aoBnolacpdg Twy ayyeAwv aduvatidel To OA0 TaQLKO pvnuelo. Epgpatika ndumabr
otolxela PAEMOUPE OPWG Kat o€ SU0 AN pappdplva yAuTtd tou Francesco Jerace pe pubo-
Aoylka TipdowTta, otnv Kopn tou Mivwa Aplddvn kat otnv Bgdtnta TNG €6WNG, TNG TPOYNG,
Bikta?3. To paUOWAELD WG OlKOSOUNUA PE avAyAuPn cUVBECN TIAPATIEPTIEL KAL OTN SLAPOPPWON
ToU pvnpeiou yLa tov Italod oAtk Giuseppe De Nava (1858-1924), épyo Tou yAUTTTn amo pap-
Hapo, oto Prjylo tng Kahapplag.

To TapLko pvnueio tng olkoyevelag Iwdavvou MNeopaldoyAou, EVvELAEPOV unicum tng VEOEAAN-
VLKNG YAUTITLKAG, 8ev elval akpLBwg XpovoAoynpevo. Oa TipEmel va AdBoupe wg terminus post
quem yla Tn SnLoupyla Tou evdexopEvwg To 1936, £Tog Bavatou tou MNwpydkn Meopaldylou,
0 omolog armelkoviletal cav BPEWog YUUVo oTnv aykaAld tou evog armo Toug SUo ayyEAoud. Apa
elvat kat oo €pyo Tou Francesco Jerace, Tou pevyeL amd tn {wr to 1937.

Omnwodnmote dev elval Aveu onUaciag N OLKOVOULKH ETILPAVELA KAL N LOXUPN QKN TWV HEAWV
NG owkoyévelag Iwavvou NeopadoyAou yla tnv eTLBANTLKA HOP@r] TOU TAPLKOU PVnUElou TOUG.
ZTNV OLKOYEVELO aVHKAV N TIPWTN TIOAUKATOLKia Twv ABnvwv otnv 066 Baow\ioong Zoylag?, to
Eevoboyelo Aktaiov oto Néo PAANpo, n Ztod MeopaldoyAou, OTIOU KAl TO TUTIOYPAYELD TNG E@N-
uepidag H Mpwia. OL Meopaldylou katd tn Sekaetia Tou 1930 StéBetav tov MAOUTO, TO KUPOG
Kal tn duvatotnta va emAEEouv aAlodard yAUTITN yLa tn QLAOTEXVNON TOU PEYAAELWSOUG OL-
KOYEVELAKOU PaUOWAELOU TOUG. ANWOTE TNV (8La Sekastia ebaivel kal éva eTAEKTO PEAOG TNG
OLKOYEVELAG TOUG, 0 teubuvtrig tng Tpamelng ABnvwv AAEEavspog NeopaloyAou.

To Ttpokelpevo pvnpelo, pauowAelo plag tooo omoudaiag olkoyévelag, Ba Empere va otnOel
O€ KEVTPLKO onpelo Tou TpWTou Koluntnpiou Tng mpwtevouoag Tou EAANVIKOU Kpdtoug. Elvat
TAPLKO AAAA Kal TAUTOXPOVWG SNPOCLO, OLOVEL NpWoV, ELKOVA TIPOPBOANG-ETILBOANG, O NULEN-
HOOLO XWPO, OTOV KOLUNTNELAKO?. OL HAAOV KOAEG SLACUVSEDELG HEAWV TNG OLKOYEVELAG OTO
eEwtePLkd Ba SleukOAUVAV TNV ETAOYTN €VOG ATIO TOUG TILO YNULOPEVOUG EEvoug yAUTTTeG. Na
UTTOBEC0UE KaL KATIOLAV ATToyorTeucn Adyw TG VOOTPOTILAG EYXWPLWY KAAALTEXVLKWY KUKAWVY;
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