GENDER AND AUTHORITY IN SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY

ENGLISH DRAMA

Instructor: Professor A. Velissariou

Authority and gender in early seventeenth-century England (1603-1625): 

Femininity is an ideological construct determined by patriarchal discourses of female subjection, which reproduce James I’s absolutist notions of government. 

Jacobean tragedy on the one hand re-inscribes female subjection and, on the other, displays female “unruliness”. In the tragedies to be discussed the heroines’ free marital choice emerges as a subversive gesture that defines a pre-mature attempt towards self-determination.  
Plays: 

1) John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi (The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. I). [On reserve]
2) Thomas Middleton, The Changeling in Three Revenge Tragedies, ed. Gamini Salgado (London: Penguin, 2004). [On reserve]
Authority and gender in Restoration England (1660-1700):
Libertine ethics and the myth of female liberation in the Restoration. 

While Restoration comedy insists on liberated forms of male sexuality it is predicated on the sexual double standard whereby female desire is still subject to patriarchal ideological restrictions. However, in many comedies such as, for example, those to be discussed, female sexuality outside marriage emerges as a possibility. At the same time, marriage as a social contract affords women a degree of equality. 
Plays: 

1) Aphra Behn, The Rover (Part I) in Maureen Duffy (ed.), Aphra Behn: Five Plays (London: Methuen, 1990). [On reserve]
2) William Congreve, The Way of the World (Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. I) 
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