Feminist Theory and Literary Criticism

Sixth Semester

Summer 2007

Instructor: Dr. Evgenia Sifaki

Study Questions: The purpose of the following questions is to help you organise your revision for the final exam; it does not mean that the questions of the final exam paper will be exactly the same as these.

1. You should be able to reproduce the argument of any of the texts you have studied, in your own words. One or two questions may ask you to concentrate on specific texts. For example: a) What are, in your opinion, the most striking points of the argument by A. Rich in Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence? b) What is the meaning of the term “compulsory heterosexuality”, which A. Rich has coined; how does compulsory heterosexuality function, in her view, to safeguard the established structures of patriarchal societies? c) Explain the title of Donaldson’s article, “The Miranda Complex”.

2. One or two questions will ask you to discuss a theme or concern that is common to more than one theoretical texts, in which case you are expected to be able to compare the texts critically and engage in a productive dialogue with them:  a) Women writers and critics have felt excluded from the traditional canon as well as the literary establishment and have responded to this exclusion in different ways. Discuss, with reference to at least two feminist critics. b) The significance of mother and daughter relationship (understood metaphorically) is a theme in several of the theoretical texts you have studied. Discuss, with reference to at least two texts. c) Women of colour, lesbians, Third World women and others frequently complain that mainstream Western feminism either ignores their problems, or, worse, reproduces them. Discuss, with reference to at least two texts you have studied. c) Do you think psychoanalytic theory has contributed productively to the development of feminist theory and criticism? Discuss with reference to at least two texts of your choice. 
