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COURSE STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. What is the difference between the terms “language policy” and “language education policy”?
2. What is the difference between “language [education] policy” and “language [education] practice”?
3. In which social domains are there well defined language or language education policies in Greece?

4. In which social domains do you think that Greece should try to develop its language policies further? 
5. The term “multilingualism” seems to have several different meanings and uses. Mention at least three.

6. What do you do you understand with the term multilingualism and what by the term plurilingualism?
7. Why are they (multilingualism and plurilingualism) important for the EU?
8. Is Greece promoting multilingualism in any domains of social or educational life? If so, in which?

9. What is the EU doing to sustain multilingualism, develop plurilingualism and improve foreign language learning?

10. Why is it important for Greece (or for any other Member State) to comply with the European recommendations to support multilingualism in Europe? 

11. One of the most important objectives of the EU Commission is to create a multilingual citizenry in Europe. Why does this seem to be a necessity?

12. What do you understand as language policy and why is it important at this historical moment for the EU to create detailed policies for the languages learnt/taught and used in Europe?

13. What are some important language policies regarding language education that the EU has come up with?

14. Why is ICT important for language learning and teaching?
15. How can ICT and the use of the internet facilitate language learning and teaching?

16. Why is it important to have a European plan for language teacher education?
17. Having visited the SurveyLang website http://www.surveylang.org/ and finding about this project, 

a) explain what was unique about it
b) give five pieces of factual information about this research project which you think are important.  
18. Having been informed from both the relevant English (and/or) the Greek volume about the results of the European Survey of Language Competence in Greece,  please answer:
(a) Which pieces of data do YOU think are the most interesting and why?
(b) How does Greece compare to other EU countries with regard to the first and the second foreign language teaching and learning?
(c) What are two of the contextual factors which have a negative impact on foreign language learning in Greece?
(d) On the basis of this survey, what is it that should change in the Greek FLT scene? 
19. Having studied about the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Teaching, Learning and Assessment (CEFR),
 but also the document itself, respond to the following questions:
(a) What is the basic purpose of the CEFR and what is the rationale behind its development?
(b) What are the so-called ‘common reference levels’ contained in the CEFR, and what is the reason for setting them?
(c) The CEFR presents different kinds of competences which the foreign language learner may have to develop. Which are these competences and what do they entail? (02 pts)
(d) With reference to Chapter 6 of the CEFR, in what ways does the learner come to be able to carry out required tasks, activities and processes, and build up the competences necessary for communication?
(e) Do all foreign language learners have to develop all language competences equally? With reference to the CEFR and discussions in class, answer this question using also your own experience.

20. Which are the main priorities in the EU’s recommended New Strategy for Education?
21. What is the role of foreign language teaching/learning in the new educational plan proposed in the EU?

22. Which are the main characteristic of language proficiency examinations for certification in Europe and what are their most common uses?
23. How do language examination systems administered in Europe assure their quality?
24. What are the basic differences between international and national or (g)local language proficiency testing? 

25. What is the role of FL teachers in Europe today, given the new requirements for teacher training and professional development?
� Besides the relevant reading material in your e-class, you can also download the document itself from the Council of Europe website: http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/cadre_en.asp/
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