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An overview of theories of language, language learning and EFL approaches    
	Decade
	Language theories
	Language learning theories
	Foreign language learning/

teaching

	40s
	   --------------
	 ------------------------
	Grammar-translation method

	50s
	Structural  Linguistics

(Bloomfield)


	Behviorism

(Skinner)
	Structural Approach

Audio-lingualism  Direct method

	60s 
	Transformational/

Generative Linguistics
(Chomsky)
	Cognitive approach
(Piaget)
	Situational approach
           Audio visual

	70s
	--Functional Linguistics
(Prague School, Halliday)

--Sociolinguistics

(Hymes, Labov)

--Discourse analysis

(Sinclair)

--Conversational

analysis

(Sacks, Shegloff)
	Interactionist approach
(Bruner)

Proximal zones

(Vygotsky)
	Communicative approach
Notional

(Wilkins)

   Notional/Functional

   (van Ek, Alexander)

             Discourse oriented

                      (Candlin, 

                    Widdowson)

	80s
	--Strategies in meaning negotiation
--Pragmatics


	--Hypothesis testing through trial and error

	 --Learning through communication
              (S Papaefthymiou-Lytra. 1987)

--Awareness raising

--Autonomy/ Independence

	90s  
	Cognitive linguistics
	--Cognitive grammars +learning
	 --Task-based approach/learning

 --Project approach/learning

	00s
	Culture Studies
	--Cognitive / Functional grammars +learning
	 --Inter/cross/multi cultural approach

 -- English as an international 

              language /Lingua Franca

--Life long learning/learning 

              languages for life long use


Comments:
50’s, 60’s, 70’s : Emphasis on teaching                    00’s  : Emphasis on communicating, learning & 
80’s : Emphasis on communicating                                                     interculturality                                            

90’s : Emphasis on communicating & learning     2010’s : Emphasis on life long learning, communication 

                                                                                                             & interculturality
