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WEEK 3: Semantics
Topics: Taxonomies, hierarchies, hyponymy.


Synonymy, antonymy.
Collocations.
Exercise 1: Identify levels in the following groups of words: 
(a) apple, fruit, Granny Smith, 
(b) sports car, vehicle, car, 
(c) garment, trousers, jeans, 
(d) labrador, animal, dog, 
(e) chair, wheelchair, furniture, 
(f) bread-knife, cutlery, knife, 
(g) crockery, saucer, plate, 
(h) flower, plant, rose, 
(i) cockroach, insect, creature.
Exercise 2: Identify the superordinate level terms (hypernyms) and the hyponyms in the group of words of exercise 1.
Exercise 3: (taxonomies): The following words are all subordinate to footwear. Draw a hierarchical diagram of the words to illustrate the taxonomic relations between them. Identify basic level words: 
tennis shoes, slippers, boots, walking shoes, in-door footwear, flats, galoshes, high-heels, shoes, climbing boots, lace-ups, wellingtons, out-door footwear.

Exercise 4: (taxonomies): The following words are all subordinate to tableware. Draw a hierarchical diagram of the words to illustrate the taxonomic relations between them. Identify basic level words: 
whisky glass, soup spoon, bowl, knife, glassware, tea spoon, tea cup, platter, fork, glass, tea pot, wine-glass, cutlery, saucer, mug, spoon, cheese knife, plate, crockery, fish knife, cup, bread knife.

Exercise 5: Indicate whether the pairs in columns A and B are complementary (c), gradable (g) or reversive (r) opposites.

	A
	B
	C
	
	A
	B
	C

	good
	bad
	
	
	legal
	illegal
	

	expensive
	cheap
	
	
	larger
	smaller
	

	parent
	offspring
	
	
	poor
	rich
	

	beautiful
	ugly
	
	
	fast
	slow
	

	false
	true
	
	
	asleep
	awake
	

	pass
	fail
	
	
	husband
	wife
	

	hot
	cold
	
	
	rude
	polite
	

	pack           
	unpack                                                 
	
	
	enter              
	exit
	

	appear      
	disappear
	
	
	absent           
	present        
	

	fair             
	unfair              
	
	
	fill (it)
	empty (it)
	

	high             
	low                
	
	
	narrow            
	wide            
	


Exercise 6: Mark the basic lexical relation that characterises each of the following pairs:

1. damp/moist

2. deep/shallow



3. furniture/table


4. married/single

5. move/run

        

6. peace/piece


A. Collocations
Exercise 7: Consider the following collocations of coffee and identify the different senses of this word:

1. a cup of coffee

2. a tin of coffee

3. black coffee

4. picking coffee

5. sipping coffee

6. go for a coffee with a friend

7. a light coffee sweater

8. pouring coffee
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