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WEEK 5: Pragmatics
Topics: Context. Deixis. Presupposition.
A. Context
Exercise 1: How is the meaning of the word card differentiated in the context of the following utterances?

1. Look at this card! It’s great. The forest is fantastic. Somewhere in the Alps, I think.

2. Your card has expired, madam.

3. Here, take my card and phone as soon as you know.

B. Deixis

Exercise 2: Identify the type of deictic expressions used in the following utterances:

1. I’m very busy now, so you can’t stay here. Please, come back later.
2. She met him here yesterday.
3. I saw her standing there.

4. How can I help you?
5. Look, here he comes!
C. Presupposition

Exercise 5: Apply the negation test to identify the presuppositions in the following sentences. Also identify the respective presupposition triggers:

1. She bought her first computer when she married.

2. Jane does not regret that she studied abroad.

3. After she had the accident, she stopped taking dancing lessons.

4. My brother has broken his leg again.

5. Tom is a better singer than Joe. 

6. Your clock isn’t working.

7. Mary’s cat is very cute.

8. I don’t know when they went to France.

9. We regret buying a new house.

10. The girl next door is gorgeous.
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