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Faculty of English Language and Literature – Introduction to Linguistics II

Introduction to Linguistics II

2nd semester course

Aim
The aim of the course is to familiarize students with issues relating to: 

1. the study of linguistic meaning, comprising semantic, pragmatic and textual parameters in the production and understanding of utterances in discourse, and

2. the study of language in its regional, social and cultural dimensions.

Course content

1. Semantics: Conceptual and associative meaning. Semantic features. Semantic/thematic roles. Words, meanings, and concepts. Prototypes. Metonymy and metaphor. Polysemy. Homonymy. Homophony. Lexical fields, salience, basic level terms. Taxonomies, hierarchies, hyponymy. Synonymy, antonymy. Collocations.

2. Pragmatics: Context, deixis, presupposition. Speech acts. Direct and indirect speech acts. The co-operative principle and implicatures. Politeness.

3. Text Linguistics – Discourse Analysis: Introduction. Cohesion and coherence. Conversation analysis and turn-taking. 
4. Language and Regional Variation: The standard language. Accent and dialect. Regional dialects. Isoglosses and dialect boundaries. The dialect continuum. Bilingualism and diglossia. Language planning. Pidgins and Creoles. 

5. Language and Social Variation: Sociolinguistics. Social dialects. Education and occupation. Social markers. Speech style and style-shifting. Prestige.  Speech accommodation. Register and jargon. Slang. Social barriers. Vernacular language.

Materials
1. Reading material:

(a) Dirven, R. & M. Verspoor (1998). Cognitive Exploration of Language and Linguistics. Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins, extracts from chapters 2, 7, and 8.
(b) Yule, G. (2006) (3rd edition). The Study of Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, chapters 10, 11, 12, 18, and 19.
2. Handouts.
3. Self-assessment tests.
Assessment: End-of-term examination.

Course evaluation: Questionnaires anonymously filled in towards the end of term.

