First Film Essay        Spring 2013
Choose one of the following topics and develop it into a 1200 word typewritten paper.. You must use at least three outside sources found in Far Out…, other articles distributed in class, or uploaded under “Documents” in eclass to support your ideas.  Make sure you use specific details from the film to develop your paper.  Your answer must demonstrate a close familiarity with the film through the use of specific examples as evidence.  Your grade depends on this knowledge of the film, which will be on reserve in the English Department Library.
Remember essays have introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions.  Your thesis statement located in your introduction should state the point of your essay.  The body paragraphs should  begin with topic sentences that indicate how you will develop that point.  Each body paragraph must include specific evidence from the film and the book to support your topic sentence as well as references to outside sources.  Your paper must be formatted using MLA style and include parenthetical citations and a Works Cited page.  

I strongly encourage you to develop an outline or rough draft and consult with me before completing your final draft.  Do not be tempted to "borrow" an essay and claim it as your own.  You will most likely be discovered, and you will either write a new paper or receive no credit for that paper. 

If you have a different idea for a paper, please see me for approval.

1. Discuss how documentary techniques examined in class develop the truths, values, or issues 

    revealed in the High School. 

2. State what you consider to be the most important idea or issue raised in Bonnie and Clyde and the 

    point the Arthur Penn wants to make about that issue.  Then use either character of mise-en-scene to

    illustrate that point. 

You may make a film instead of submitting the last paper.  
    This film should be approximately 10 to 15 minutes long and must use some aspect of theme or style

    of the sixties approach to film as discussed in this class.   You may work in groups, but each person
    in the group must hand in a report on that experience and the part he or she  played in the making of 
    the film.  The film will be shown on the last day of class, and you may invite friends and family for
    the screening.   Attendance is required for the entire class.

FILM JOURNAL

DISCUSS WISEMAN’S APPROACH TO FILMMAKING BASED ON THE ARTICLES ASSIGNED AND THE VIEWING OF THE FILM, HIGH SCHOOL.

THEN WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT FOR A POTENTIAL ESSAY ON THE FILM, HIGH 

SCHOOL.
IN YOUR GROUP, CHOOSE SOMEONE TO TAKE NOTES AND A GROUP LEADER.

THE LEADER’S TASK IS TO KEEP THE GROUP ON TASK.

CHOOSE FROM THE GROUP,  A THESIS STATEMENT.  DEVELOP A SUPPORTING STATEMENT.  THEN, CHOOSE EXAMPLES FROM THE FILM TO SUPPORT THAT SENTENCE.  REMEMBER TO REFER TO THE SHOOTING AND EDITING TECHNIQUES USED IN THE FILM.

BY JUXTAPOSITIONING THE VIEWPOINT OF TEACHERS AND STUDENTS, WISEMAN, IN HIS FILM, HIGH SCHOOL, DEMOSTRATES UNENGAGED EDUCATORS AS WELL AS UNINTERESTED STUDENTS INHABIT THOSE INSTITUTIONS.

TOPIC SENTENCE

EDUCATORS IN THE FILM DON’T SEEM ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE CLASSES THEY ARE TEACHING AND STUDENTS LOOK BORED OR DISTRACTED.  

