FILM OF THE SIXTIES
Tuesday 9-12    Room 824

Professor Judith Zinis    Office: 703    Phone:  210 727 7776    E-mail: zinisj@enl.uoa.gr
Office Hours: Tuesday: 12-1
                      (Additional hours are available by appointment.)
Goals
   To develop an understanding of the complexities of this time period

   To engage the learner in active and independent scholarly endeavors

   To encourage discourse and discovery about history and about film

   To forge connections between two disciplines

   To learn academic and professional skills for transfer to college and professional careers

COURSE  INFORMATION  
texts

 A Short Guide to Writing About Film  Timothy Corrigan


The Counterculture Reader E.A. Swingrover

Rebellion in Newark  Tom Hayden

Far Out:Films of the Sixties  Editor: Judith Zinis
The study of film analysis, film technique, film production, and literature are combined in this course.  Emphasis will be placed on "reading" a film, that is, using the components that make up a film such as character development or cinematography to form a critical analysis of each film under discussion.  To further develop our analysis, we will read commentaries on those films.  Students will be introduced to critical film analysis and techniques of screenwriting, directing, filming, and editing.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

You will be asked to write two critical papers.  You have the option of making film instead of writing the second critical paper.  You will also be required to maintain a film journal.  Much of the writing for the journal will be responses to the readings and films assigned and will be done in class.  The work you do for this film journal is a place for you to make meaningful commentary on the literature and the films studied in the course.  Furthermore, this work may be a resource to develop ideas and strategies for your papers and the film you may choose to make. 

GROUND RULES

1. Assignments must be submitted on time.  A paper’s grade will be penalized if late. 
2. Academic honesty must be maintained.  Papers will be monitored for signs of plagiarism, which is 

    defined as presenting the words or ideas of others as your own.  Plagiarized papers will not be

    accepted.  Remember that anything a student can find on the Internet or in a book, a
    professor can find, too.  
4. Respect must be shown for everyone in the classroom and for the teaching/learning process.  This   

    includes, but is not limited to, turning off beepers and phones before entering the classroom,  

    arriving on time, speaking courteously, acting mannerly, and in general, being attentive and

    responsive.  

DETERMINATION OF FINAL GRADES 
Papers: 80%, Film Journal: 10%, Classroom Participation: 10 %

COURSE OUTLINE

WEEK ONE, FEBRUARY 26


Introduction to the class


Introduction to the Sixties


Port Huron Statement


Introduction to Film Analysis


View Malcolm X, Woodstock

Assignment: Read “Port Huron Statement” distributed in class and “Documentaries and Experimental
                     Film Outline in on-line document, Far Out! Film of the Sixties on pages 22-27.
WEEK 2  MARCH 5


Class discussion on readings


Historical Background 


Introduction to Documentaries

Introduction to Robert Wiseman and High School
Assignment: Read article distributed in class: “American Cinema of the Sixties.”
WEEK 3  MARCH 12


Film Journal 


View High School

Assignment: To Be Announced
WEEK 5  MARCH 19


Class discussion of High School

Introduction to Hollywood Cinema 


Introduction to Penn and Bonnie and Clyde


View Bonnie and Clyde
Assignment: Read “Perfecting the New Gangster” and “The Importance of a Singular, Guiding Vision”

                     on pages 77-116 in the on line document, Far Out…
WEEK 6 MARCH 26


Class discussion of Bonnie and Clyde

Writing a Film Paper/First paper due April


Making your own film

Assignment: To Be Announced
WEEK 7 APRIL 2


Introduction to Civil Rights Movement


Introduction to Direct Cinema


View Crisis
Assignment: Read “Adventures in Reporting “ distributed in class.
WEEK 8 APRIL 9


Discussion of Crisis


Introduction to Black Panther movement


View Newsreel’s (alterative media) films on the Black Panthers


Turn in first paper

Assignment: Read Rebellion in Newark posted in on-line documents and Newsreel articles and 
                     “Interview with Bobby Seale” distributed in class.
WEEK 9 APRIL 16


Discussion of African-Americans in the United States


Discussion of Rebellion in Newark

Introduction to Youth Political Movement


View Medium Cool
Assignment: Read “Medium Cool” and “Look Out Haskell, It’s Real” on pages 117-123 in the on-line

                     document, Far Out…
WEEK 10 APRIL 23


Discussion of Medium Cool

Introduction to Vietnam War


Brief look at Apocalypse Now and Full Metal Jacket
Assignment: Read “Stanley Kubrick’s Vietnam” on pages 133-135 in the on line document, Far Out…
EASTER HOLIDAY: APRIL 27-MAY12

WEEK 11 MAY 14


Discussion of Apocalypse Now and Full Metal Jacket 

Discussion of Greek Documentaries

Assignments for second paper and film, due May 28th.

Assignment:  To Be Announced.
WEEK 12 MAY 21


Introduction to Counterculture


View Easy Rider

Assignment: Read “1960’s Counter Culture and the Legacy of American Myth…”

                     on pages 201-206 and 210-213 in the on-line document, Far Out…
WEEK 13 MAY 28


Discussion of Easy Rider


Paper and film workshop

View student films


Turn in final assignment


Class evaluation
