A brief outline of the history of Ireland
Chronology
1172 Henry II invaded Ireland using the Pope Adrian’s Bull to claim sovereignty over Ireland.
From the 13th century the English law began to be introduced. Initially the English rule was only around Dublin (the Pale), but this began to expand in the 16th century with the final collapse of Gaelic social and political structure.

***************************************************************************
Tudor plantations of Protestants in Ireland, 1586 plantation of Munster, 1603 of Ulster and Cromwell’s planting all Ireland (except for 2 counties) in 1652-54.

1641 Irish rebellion ==the Irish Catholics were barred from voting or attending the Irish parliament. The new English protestant ruling class was known as the Protestant Ascendancy
1798: Wolfe Tone leader of the United Irishmen led a rebellion. The idea was to create a fully independent Ireland which would be a republic. He asked for French help but the rebellion was ruthlessly put down by the British.
**************************************************************************
1800 The Act of Union == the Kingdom of Ireland and Great Britain ruled by the UK Parliament 
1840 The Great famine==1 million Irish people died and over 1 million of them emigrated (from 8 to 6 ½ million)
During the 19th and early 20th centuries=the rise of nationalism among poor Catholics. Daniel O’ Connell led a successful non-violent campaign for the Catholic emancipation. Yet a campaign for the repeal of the Act failed. 
1848 Abortive rising of the Young Ireland movement. They were succeeded by the Irish Republican Brotherhood

1867 A badly organized Fenian rising for political independence

1885 Charles Parnell campaigned for self-government within the Union (HOME RULE), but he failed. 
These failures of moderate nationalism gave rise to militant separatism.
*************************************************************************
Henry IIIV introduced measures against the Irish language and culture, and all Tudors, especially Elizabeth, were brutally persecuting the bards (because they would keep resistance alive through their songs and stories). 
1591 The University of Dublin as a bastion of Protestantism. Ban of Catholic education in 17-19th centuries, the Irish language was only taught in open-air schools. While Irish was still used by a very large part of the population in the 17th c. its literature waned (only itinerant poets and story-tellers). English ==language of commerce and government 
In 1831 National schools were developed throughout where English was the sole medium of education

THEATRICAL EVENTS                                                        POLITICAL EVENTS 

1897 Establishment of Irish Literary Theatre by W. B. Yeats, Lady Gregory and Edward Martyn                      

1899 First Season of Irish Literary Theatre

1902 Yeats and Gregory, Katlhleen ni Houlihan

1903 Irish National Theatre Society founded            The establishment of Sinn Fein by A. Griffith
         Synge, The Shadow of the Glen*        
 *attacked by Griffith and Maud Gonne for not depicting the real Ireland, and offending Irish women
1904 Synge, Riders to the Sea

1904 Opening of the Abbey Theatre subsidized by Anne Horniman
          Yeats, On Baile’s Strand, Lady Gregory, Spreading the News
1907 Synge, The Playboy of the Western World*
*riots during performance 

1909 Death of Synge

1916                                                                                       Easter Rising

1919                                                                                      The establishment of the IRA (the Irish Republican Army), as the armed branch of Sinn Fein, and the beginning of War of Independence against the Brits
1921                                                                                       Anglo-Irish Treaty between the Brits and the leaders of the Irish Republic (Michael Collins)==== 
1922                                                                                       Establishment of the Irish Free State, a state with near-sovereign powers for all Ireland (26 counties) except for the 6 northern counties (Ulster opted out) + oath of allegiance to the British Crown from the MPS of Dail)
1922                                                    Disagreement over some provisions of the Treaty led   to a split in the nationalists and to the outbreak of Civil War

1923 O’ Casey, The Shadow of a Gunman               End of Civil War==defeat of the anti-treaty forces. Fianna Gail, the victors of the civil war, rule the new state
1924 O’ Casey, Juno and the Paycock

1926 O’ Casey, The Plough and the Stars*
*Demonstration by spectators during performance, fight between actors spectators for the anti-idealistic and anti-republican critique of the founding symbols of the Irish Free State such as Padraig Pearse, the leader of the Easter Rising

1926 O” Casey left Ireland for London

1928 O’ Casey’s The Silver Tassie rejected by the Abbey

1930                                          Fianna Fail (the anti-Treaty party) government of Eamon De Valera
1932 Death of Gregory                                                     

1937                    New constitution which renamed the state Ếire
1938 Yeats, Purgatory
1939 Death of Yeats

1949                                                                                      Ireland declared itself a Republic

1951 Abbey destroyed by fire

1966 New Abbey Theatre opened
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