Introduction to Linguistics II


Dr. A. Piata

Pragmatics (part I): Context. Deixis. Presupposition.
A. Context
Exercise 1: How is the meaning of the word card differentiated in each of these utterances?

1. Look at this card! It’s great. The forest is fantastic. Somewhere in the Alps, I think.

2. Your card has expired, madam.

3. Here, take my card and phone as soon as you know.

B. Deixis

Exercise 2: Identify the type of deictic expressions used in the following utterances:

1. I’m very busy now, so you can’t stay here. Please, come back later.

2. She met him here yesterday.

3. I saw her standing there.

4. How can I help you?

5. Look, here he comes!
Exercise 3: In the following passage, identify all deictic expressions and state the deixis type. 

In fifty years, scientists warn us, the greenhouse effect may result in serious damage to the environment. By then, planet earth will have changed radically from what it was a hundred years ago and its inhabitants may have to go to other planets. In fifty years from now, your hometown may be in as much danger as mine even though we live on different continents. 
C. Presupposition

Exercise 4: In the following examples, identify at least one presupposition which is created. Identify also the word or expression that acts as the presupposition trigger. 
1. Mary’s dog is cute. 

2. It is really odd that he did not show up. 

3. The girl next door is gorgeous. 

4. I’m perfectly aware that she insulted me. 

5. How drunk were you last night? 

6. We are deeply sorry for your father’s death. 

7. When did they get into town? 

8. They started complaining. 

Pick any two of the examples above and apply the negation test. 

Exercise 5: Apply the negation test to identify the presuppositions in the following sentences. Also identify the respective presupposition triggers:

1. The king of France is bald. 
2. Jane regrets that she studied abroad.

3. After she had the accident, she stopped taking dancing lessons.

4. My brother has broken his leg again.

5. Your clock isn’t working.

6. Mary’s cat is very cute.

7. We regret buying a new house.

8. Where did he find the money? 
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