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G o s s i p  a n d  h o s p i t a l i ty  w h i ls t  r e p r e s e n t in g  a n t i t h e t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  ‘t h e  G r e e k  c h a r a c t e r ’ a n d  i n v o lv in g  

‘c lo s u r e ’ a n d  ‘o p e n n e s s ’, s h a r e  m a n y  u n d e r ly i n g  f e a tu r e s .  B o th  a r e  e x c h a n g e  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a n d  c o n c e r n  

a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  b o t h  in v o lv e  a  t e n s io n  b e tw e e n  p e o p le  p r o t e c t i n g  o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  th e i r  o w n  a n d  

f a m i ly ’s  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  s t a tu s .  Y e t  in  p r a c t ic e  w h e n  th e  tw o  a r e  c o m b i n e d  in  th e  s a m e  a c t .  T h e  e ffe c ts  

c a n  b e  a m b ig u o u s .

A lth o u g h  th e y  a r e  f e a tu r e s  o f  m a n y  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  g o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i 

t a l i ty  a r e  r a r e ly  s e e n  a s  h a v in g  m u c h  in  c o m m o n .1 I n  th e  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  h i s to r ic a l ly  

i m p o r t a n t  p o r t  o f  N a f p l io n  in  s o u th e r n  G re e c e ,  m o s t  o f  th e  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 1 ,000  

i n h a b i t a n t s  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  a r g u e  t h a t  g o s s ip  is  a s  n e g a t iv e  a s  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  p o s i t iv e .  

W h i le  h o s p i t a l i t y  is l a m e n te d  a s  d y in g  a w a y ,  g o s s ip  is s a id  to  b e  f lo u r is h in g .  

H o w e v e r ,  i t  is t h e i r  v e ry  d iff e re n c e s  t h a t  a l lo w  th e  tw o  p h e n o m e n a  to  r e p r e s e n t  

o p p o s in g  a n d  c o n t r a s t i n g  s id e s  o f  th e  a r c h e ty p a l  G r e e k  c h a r a c te r ,  o r  t o  d e f in e  

‘G r e e k n e s s ’. ‘W e  a r e  h o s p i t a b l e ’ (im a s te  f i l o k s e n i )  is s a id  b y  m a n y  w i th  a  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  

p r id e ,  b u t  i t  is  a l s o  d e c la r e d  t h a t  ‘w e  g o s s ip ’ ( k o u ts o u m b o le v o u m e )  o r  ‘w e  a r e  g o s s ip s ’ 

(:im a s te  k o u ts o m b o l id h e s )  w i th  a n  a i r  o f  s e l f - c r i t ic a l  d i s a p p r o v a l .  H o s p i t a l i ty  is l in k e d  

w i th  o p e n n e s s ,  g e n e r o s i ty ,  a n d  a  w a r m  h e a r t ,  w h e r e a s  g o s s ip  is  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  

c lo s e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  s p i te fu ln e s s ,  a n d  p e t t y  m in d e d n e s s .

H a v in g  e s ta b l i s h e d  g o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a s  tw o  p o le s  o f  t h e  s te r e o ty p e d  G r e e k  

n a t i o n a l  id e n t i ty ,  th e y  c a n  a ls o  b e  s e e n  to  b e  b a s e d  a r o u n d  s im ila r  c o n c e rn s .  B o th  

c o n c e r n  d e f in i t io n s  o f  s o c ia l ,  s p a t i a l  a n d  m o r a l  b o u n d a r ie s ,  a n d  th e i r  a r t i c u l a t i o n  

b e tw e e n  th e  le v e ls  o f  in d iv id u a l ,  h o u s e h o ld ,  c o m m u n i ty ,  a n d  n a t io n .  I n  b o t h  th e r e  is 

a  c o n s t a n t  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  p e o p le  p r o t e c t in g  o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  a n d  th e i r  

f a m ily ’s r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  s ta tu s ,  a n d  t h e i r  u l t im a te  r e l ia n c e  o n  s o c ie ty  fo r  th is . 

M o r e o v e r ,  g o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a r e  w a y s  o f  f o r m in g  a l l ia n c e s  a n d  r e c ip r o c a l  b o n d s ,  

a n d  o f  p r o v id in g  a m u s e m e n t  o r  e n te r t a in m e t .

G o s s ip

1. T h e  T h r e a t  o f  G o s s ip

F e w  N a f p l io te s  a r e  u n t r o u b l e d  a n d  u n a f f e c te d  b y  g o s s ip ,  w h ic h  th e y  se e  a s  a  

d is a g r e e a b le ,  d e s t r u c t iv e  a n d  p e t t y  w a y  o f  b e h a v in g ,  a n d  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  le a d s  

p e o p le  to  a d ju s t  th e i r  b e h a v io u r  a c c o r d in g ly .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th e i r  a n t i p a th y ,  th e r e
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a r e  few  N a f p l io te s  w h o  d o  n o t  g o s s ip .  M a n y  e n jo y  i t  a s  a  f o r m  o f  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  s o m e  

h a v e  a  n e e d  fo r  i t  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e i r  w o r k ,  o th e r s  in  a s s o c ia t i o n  w i th  s o c ia l  o r  

p o l i t i c a l  r e la t io n s h ip s .  I n  a  s m a l l  to w n  s u c h  a s  N a f p l io n ,  a  v i ta l  p a r t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d 

in g  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  d e p e n d s  o n  h a v in g  a c c e s s  to  g o s s ip .

G o s s ip  is h a r d  t o  d e f in e ; i t  v a r ie s  f r o m  p e o p le  d is c u s s in g  a  c o m m o n  f r ie n d , to  

m a l ic io u s  s c a n d a l  m o n g e r in g .  B o k  g iv e s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e a n in g  o f  g o s s ip  a s  ‘tr if l in g , 

o f te n  g r o u n d le s s  r u m o u r ,  u s u a l ly  o f  a  p e r s o n a l ,  s e n s a t i o n a l  o r  i n t im a te  n a t u r e ’ (B o k  

1984 :89). H o w e v e r ,  i t  is  a l s o  p a r t  o f  ‘t h e  w h o le  n e tw o r k  o f  h u m a n  e x c h a n g e s  o f  

i n f o r m a t io n ,  th e  n e e d  to  in q u i r e  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r s ’ ( ib id :9 0 ). 

T h e  f i r s t  d e f in i t io n  is  n o t  a p p l ic a b le  in  N a f p l io n ,  a s  g o s s ip  a s  o f te n  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  

f a r  f r o m  t r i f l in g  m a t t e r s  ( in d e e d  i t  re v e ls  in  c r is e s  a n d  d r a m a )  a n d  i t  is  c o m m o n ly  

b a s e d  a r o u n d  a c tu a l  e v e n ts  a n d  n o t  r u m o u r .  A  N a f p l io t e  d e f in i t io n  w o u ld  p e rc e iv e  

g o s s ip  a s  t a lk  a b o u t  o th e r s  w h e n  th e y  a r e  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  if  i t  in v o lv e s  p r iv a te  

d e ta i l s  w h ic h  w o u ld  n o t  b e  m e n t io n e d  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  in  q u e s t i o n .2 G o s s ip  is 

a l le g e d ly  e x c h a n g e d  ‘w i th  b a d n e s s ’ (m e k a k ia ) ,  s t e m m in g  f r o m  p e t ty  c u r io s i ty ,  

je a lo u s y ,  o r  s im p ly  b a d  w ill. B u t  in  r e a l i ty  i t  is  j u s t  a s  l ik e ly  to  b e  b a s e d  o n  s im p le  

c u r io s i ty .  M o s t  p e o p le  se e  th e m s e lv e s  a s  p o t e n t i a l  o r  a c tu a l  v ic t im s  o f  g o s s ip ,  a n d  

d o  n o t  a d m i t  (o f te n  e v e n  t o  th e m s e lv e s )  t h a t  th e y  a r e  e n th u s i a s t i c  p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  th e  

v e ry  a c t iv i ty  th e y  d e p lo r e  a n d  d e s c r ib e  a s  s h a m e fu l .

W h e n  I  f i r s t  a r r iv e d  in  N a f p l io n  I  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  p e o p le  c o m p la in e d  

a b o u t  g o s s ip ,  b u t  l a t e r ,  I  t o o  fe lt th e  c l a u s t r o p h o b i a  t h a t  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  g o s s ip  c a n  

p r o d u c e .  I t  s e e m s  a s  t h o u g h  n o th in g  o n e  d o e s  m a y  r e m a in  s e c re t ,  a n d  t h a t  e v e n  th e  

la c k  o f  g o s s ip - w o r th y  a c t iv i t ie s  d o  n o t  p r e v e n t  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  w i ld ly  im a g in a t iv e  

s c e n a r io s .  C e r t a i n  p e o p le  fee l th e m s e lv e s  t o  b e  m o r e  l ia b le  to  b e  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t :  

e s p e c ia l ly  w o m e n ,  w i th  a  fo c u s  o n  y o u n g ,  u n m a r r i e d  w o m e n .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  m o s t  

i n d iv id u a ls  w i th  a n y  g o o d  n a m e  o r  r e p u t a t i o n  t o  lo s e  a r e  k e e n  t o  a v o id  b e in g  

g o s s ip e d  a b o u t .  S o m e  w o m e n  c la im  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  n o  fe m a le  f r ie n d s  b e c a u s e  o th e r  

‘w o m e n  g o s s ip ’, a n d  t h e  a p p a r e n t  f r ie n d  m ig h t  b e  t r e a c h e r o u s  o r  in d is c r e te .  M a le  

f r ie n d s  a r e  o u t  o f  th e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  w o m e n ,  b e c a u s e  o t h e r  p e o p le  m ig h t  g o s s ip .  

T e e n a g e  g ir ls  d e s c r ib e  h o w  g o s s ip  r e s t r ic t s  t h e i r  m o v e m e n ts  w h e n  th e y  g o  o u t  in  th e  

e v e n in g s ;  th e y  k n o w  t h a t  a n y th in g  u n u s u a l  w ill g e t  r e p o r t e d  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  

E v e n  w o rs e ,  th e y  d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a s  f o r b id d in g  t h e m  to  b e h a v e  i n  c e r t a in  w a y s  

o r  g o  t o  c e r t a in  p la c e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f e a r  o f  g o s s ip ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  a n y  i n h e r e n t  

d a n g e r .

G o s s ip  c a n  c r e a te  a  la c k  o f  t r u s t  b e tw e e n  p e o p le ,  f o r c in g  th e m  to  fo c u s  o n  

a p p e a r a n c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e a l i ty ;  i t  re lie s  o n  w h a t  th e  w o r ld  se e s  a n d  d e d u c e s ,  n o t  o n  

a c tu a l  e v e n ts  a n d  m o tiv e s .  P e o p le  a r e  w o r r ie d  b y  ‘w h a t  t h e  w o r ld  ( o r  p e o p le )  w ill 

s a y ’ ( t i  th a  p e i  o  k o s m o s ) ,  a n d  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t o  a d ju s t  th e i r  b e h a v io u r  t o  f i t c o m m o n  

e x p e c ta t io n s .  G o s s ip  p r o v id e s  a  c o m m o n  s o u r c e  o f  i n p u t  to  o n g o in g  r e p u ta t io n s ;  a s  

‘e n t r i e s  in  in d iv id u a l  d o s s ie r s ’ ( H a v i la n d  1 9 77 :120 ). A  p e r s o n ’s d o s s ie r  w ill b e  p ie c e d  

t o g e th e r  f r o m  b i t s  o f  in f o r m a t io n  g a th e r e d  in  v a r y in g  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  ‘c r u c ia l ly  

in c lu d in g  g o s s ip ’ ( id e m ).

G o s s ip  a c ts  a s  a  d e t e r r a n t  fo r  a c t i o n s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  a p p r o v e d  o f  in  s o c ie ty ,  o r  

w h ic h  a r e  u n u s u a l .  A  d iv o r c e d  w o m a n  c o n f id e d  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  r is k  h a v in g  a  

lo v e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a y  t h a t  p e o p le  w o u ld  t a lk  a b o u t  it;  w h ic h  m ig h t  u p s e t  h e r  

c h i ld r e n  if  th e y  w e re  to ld .  O t h e r  w o m e n  d e c la r e  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  im p o s s ib le  t o  h a v e  

a n  a d u l t e r o u s  a f fa ir ,  d u e  to  th e  t h r e a t  o f  g o s s ip  a n d  i ts  r e s u lts .  T h u s  g o s s ip  a p p e a r s  

to  w o r k  a s  a  p o w e r fu l  fo rc e  in  m a in t a in in g  s o c ia l ly  c o r r e c t  b e h a v io u r ,  a n d  u p h o ld in g
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th e  m o r a l s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty .  T h is  f u n c t io n a l i s t  v ie w  u p h o ld s  G l u c k m a n ’s a r g u m e n t ,  

w h ic h  d e f in e s  g o s s ip  a s  ‘a  c u l tu r a l ly  c o n t r o l l e d  g a m e  w i th  i m p o r t a n t  s o c ia l  f u n c 

t i o n s ’, s u c h  a s  u n i t in g  s o c ia l  g r o u p s ,  a n d  m a in t a in in g  th e i r  m o r a l s  a n d  v a lu e s  

( G lu c k m a n  1 9 6 3 :3 0 8 -3 1 2 ).

A l th o u g h  g o s s ip  m a y  h e lp  to  m a i n t a i n  m o r a l  b e h a v io u r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  

m a i n t a i n  m o r a ls .  T h e  i n s id e r  o f  a  s o c ia l  g r o u p  ( in  th is  c a s e  N a f p l io n )  n o r m a l ly  

r e a l is e s  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  c a n n o t  g o  a g a in s t  th e  n o r m s  a n d  th e  w e ig h t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty .  

H o w e v e r ,  th is  f r e q u e n t ly  is n o t  a  b e l ie f  in  th e  m o r a l  v a lu e s  w h ic h  a r e  u p h e ld ,  b u t  

m e re ly  a  s u p e r f ic ia l  c o o p e r a t i o n  w ith  t h e  ru le s .  T h e  d iv o r c é e  d e c id e d  a g a in s t  h a v in g  

a  lo v e r  b e c a u s e  o f  g o s s ip ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  s h e  b e l ie v e d  i t  to  b e  m o r a l ly  w ro n g .  G o s s ip  

c a n  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p le  t o  d e v is e  d e fe n c e s  a n d  t o  k e e p  u p  a p p e a r a n c e s .  A  g o o d  

r e p u ta t i o n  m a y  w e ll b e  k e p t  t h r o u g h  c u n n in g ,  lies , a n d  s u p p o s e d ly  u n e th ic a l  o r  e v e n  

im m o r a l  m e a n s .  T h u s  a  p e r s o n  m a y  b e h a v e  s c a n d a lo u s ly ,  a n d  y e t  m a i n t a i n  a  g o o d  

s o c ia l  p o s i t io n ,  i f  h e  c a n  c o n t r o l  a n d  r e s t r ic t  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  h is  a c t io n s  (cf. d u  

B o u la y  1 9 7 6 :4 0 6 ).3 A  y o u n g  e n g a g e d  c o u p le  s p e n t  s o m e  t im e  te l l in g  p e o p le  th e i r  

h o l id a y  p la n s ,  a n d  d e ta i l s  o f  w h e re  th e y  w e re  t r a v e l l in g  to ,  to  d is g u is e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th e y  w e re  g o in g  to  A th e n s  f o r  th e  w o m a n  t o  h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  s k il l a t  

ly in g  c a n  a ls o  b e  t h e  d iv id in g  l in e  b e tw e e n  a  g o o d  a n d  a  b a d  r e p u ta t io n .

T h e  h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d  s e n s e  o f  s e l f - p r o te c t io n ,  a n d  p r e o c c u p a t io n  w ith  r e s t r ic t in g  

o t h e r  p e o p le s ’ k n o w le d g e  c a n  a id  th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  t r u s t - w o r th y  a l l ie s  a n d  f r ie n d s  in  

th e  u n i t e d  f ig h t  a g a in s t  g o s s ip .  A  m a r r ie d  m a n  m a y  f l i r t  w i th  w o m e n  w h ile  o u t  w i th  

a  g r o u p  o f  c lo s e  m a le  f r ie n d s ,  o r  b e  k n o w n  b y  th e m  to  c o m m i t  a d u l te r y .  H e  w ill re ly  

o n  h is  f r ie n d s ’ d i s c r e t io n  t h a t  h is  w ife  ( o r  h is  f r ie n d s ’ w iv e s)  w ill n o t  l e a r n  o f  h is  

a c t iv i t ie s .  I t  c a n  e v e n  b e  in  h is  f a v o u r  fo r  a  l im i te d  c a te g o r y  o f  p e o p le  to  g o s s ip  a b o u t  

h im ; e n v io u s  o r  im p r e s s e d  f r ie n d s  m a y  g o s s ip  a b o u t  h is  c o n q u e s ts  w i th  w o m e n ,  so  

lo n g  a s  t h e  g r o u p  is s e l f - c o n ta in e d  e n o u g h  to  p r e v e n t  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  le a k in g  o u t .  

S im ila r ly ,  t e e n a g e  f r ie n d s  u n i te  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  o u ts id e r s ;  g o s s ip  m a y  f lo u r i s h  w i th in  

g r o u p s ,  b u t  s e c re ts  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  a c t in g  a s  a  

s im p le  f u n c t io n a l  fo rc e  t o  u p h o ld  s o c ia l  m o r a l i ty ,  g o s s ip  p u s h e s  p e o p le  to  a c t  fo r  

th e m s e lv e s  a g a in s t  s o c ie ty  ( a n d  im p lic i ty ,  its  m o ra l i ty ) .  G o s s ip  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  

c o m m u n i ty  a g a in s t  th e  i n d iv id u a l ,  a n d  s o  im p l ic i ty  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  la c k  o f  i n t e g r a 

t i o n  a n d  u n i ty  o f  s o c ie ty .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  n o t o r i o u s  u n r e l i a b i l i ty  o f  g o s s ip  a l lo w s  

p e o p le  to  b r e a k  t h e  ru le s ,  a n d  d is m is s  a c c u s a t io n s  a s  s c u r r i lo u s  lies . A  s ig n if ic a n t  

m a r g in  o f  m a n i p u l a t i o n  e x is ts , b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  k n o w s  t h a t  o n ly  a  fo o l  b e l ie v e s  

g o s s ip  u n c o n d i t io n a l ly .

N a f p l io te s  f e a r  g o s s ip  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  th e  p o t e n t i a l  to  p r o d u c e  a  n u m b e r  o f  

h a r m f u l  r e s u lts ;  in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  p e o p le  w ill l a u g h  a t  o r  t e a s e  s o m e o n e ,  o r  c o n s id e r  

th e m  lo w e r  in  e s te e m , o r  le ss  d ig n if ie d . P e t t y  is s u e s  m a y  c r e a te  s u r p r i s in g  a n x ie ty ,  a s  

w i th  o n e  w o m a n  w h o  p r e f e r r e d  to  s u ffe r  c a r r y in g  h e a v y  s h o p p in g  b a g s  f r o m  th e  

w e e k ly  m a r k e t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  w h e e l  a  s h o p p in g  tro l le y .  H e r  r e a s o n  w a s  t h a t  h e r  

(b o u r g e o is )  f e m a le  f r ie n d s  w o u ld  la u g h  a t  th is  s u p p o s e d ly  c o m m o n  (la ik o ), w o r k in g -  

c la s s  h a b i t .  S o m e t im e s  to  b e  la u g h e d  a t  is e v e n  w o rs e  t h a n  s c a n d a l  (w h ic h  a t  le a s t  

h a s  s o m e  d r a m a ) ,  a s  i t  c o n f e r s  s h a m e , a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h u m i l i a t io n .  I n  N a f p l io n ,  

w h e r e a s  w o m e n  o f te n  f e a r  g o s s ip  a b o u t  a l le g e d  s e x u a l  m is d e m e a n o u r s ,  m e n  fe a r  

g o s s ip  a b o u t  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  m a n l in e s s .  A  m a n  w h o  is  d o m i n a t e d  b y  h is  w ife , m a y  w e ll 

b e  te a s e d  a n d  c r i t ic iz e d  b y  o t h e r  m e n  fo r  l a c k in g  th e  s t r e n g th  a n d  c o n t r o l  w h ic h  a  

m a n  s h o u ld  h a v e . E c c e n t r ic i t ie s  o r  id e o s y n c r a c ie s ,  a n d  n o t  c o n f o r m in g  to  w e ll 

d e f in e d , s te r e o ty p ic a l  im a g e s  o f  m a le  a p p e a r a n c e  a r e  a l s o  th e m e s  fo r  g o s s ip  a n d
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m o c k e r y .  H o m o s e x u a l  o r  b is e x u a l  m e n  a r e  v e ry  v u ln e r a b le  t o  g o s s ip ;  th e y  a r e  

d is c u s s e d  a t  le n g th ,  a n d  p e o p le  j e e r  a n d  m im ic  e f f e m in a te  g e s tu r e s  o r  w a y s  o f  t a lk in g  

b e h in d  t h e i r  b a c k s .  D u  B o u la y  d is c u s s e s  t h e  s t r o n g ly  fe lt p r e s e n c e  o f  m o c k e r y  a s  a n  

‘a g e n t  o f  s o c ia l  c o n t r o l ’ in  th e  v i l la g e  o f  A m b e li .  ‘C h i ld r e n  a r e  to ld ,  “ d o n ’t d o  s u c h  

a n d  s u c h ,  p e o p le  w il l l a u g h ’”  (d u  B o u la y  1976 :395 ).

T h e  w o r s t  k in d  o f  g o s s ip  is  t h a t  w h ic h  h a s  s p i te  a n d  ‘b a d n e s s ’ (k a k ia ) b e h in d  it: 

t r o u b le - m a k in g  b y  g iv in g  a w a y  s e c r e t  i n f o r m a t io n ,  t h e  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  e v e n ts ,  a n d  th e  

s p r e a d in g  o f  u n t r u e  s to r ie s .  O n e  N a p f l io t e  w o m a n  a r g u e d  c h a r a c te r i s t ic a l ly  t h a t  ‘th e  

p e o p le  o f  N a f p l io n  a r e  b a d  (k a k i ) \  a n d  t h a t  th e y  w a n t  to  h a r m  o th e r s  t h r o u g h  

g o s s ip in g . W h i le  s o m e  g o s s ip  is  in n o c e n t ,  i t  m a y  e s c a la te  in to  h a r m f u l  s c a n d a l -  

m o n g e r in g ,  e n c o u r a g in g  s to r ie s  to  s p r e a d  r a p id ly .  O n e  p o p u l a r  r e c e n t  s c a n d a l  

in v o lv e d  a  r e s p e c ta b le  p r o f e s s io n a l  m a n  w h o  w a s  a r r e s t e d  fo r  p o s s e s s in g  c a n a b is .  

W h ile  s e a r c h in g  h is  h o u s e ,  t h e  p o l ic e  w e re  s a id  t o  h a v e  f o u n d  h o m e - m a d e  p o r n o 

g r a p h ic  v id e o  t a p e s  f e a tu r in g  v a r io u s  r e s p e c ta b le  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  (‘p a n d r e m e n e s  

k i r ie s ’) o f  N a f p l io n .  I t  w a s  l a t e r  r u m o u r e d  t h a t  th e  p o l ic e  w e re  h i r in g  o u t  t h e  f ilm s  

to  c e r t a in  c i t iz e n s ,  a n d  a n  e x a g g e r a te d  n u m b e r  o f  N a f p l io t e  w o m e n  w e re  th e n  

la b e l le d  a s  h a v in g  t a k e n  p a r t .

W i th  s u c h  s c a n d a ls ,  i t  is a lw a y s  h a r d  t o  d is c o v e r  w h a t  d e g r e e  o f  t r u t h  e x is ts , a n d  

th e  v ic t im  o f  th e  g o s s ip  n o  l o n g e r  p la y s  a n y  p a r t  in  t h e  s to r y  o n c e  i t  h a s  b e e n  to ld  

a n d  s p r e a d .  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  th is  s e n s e  o f  f u r s t r a t i o n  w h e n  I  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  f ic t i t io u s  

s to r ie s  h a d  b e e n  s p r e a d  a b o u t  m e .  U n t r u e  g o s s ip  c a n  b e  a  p a r t i c u la r ly  u n p le a s a n t  

fo r m  o f  a t t a c k ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is a n o n y m o u s  in  i t s  s o u r c e  a n d  i t  b e c o m e s  a  w e a p o n  in  

t h e  h a n d s  o f  s o c ie ty  r a t h e r  t h a n  in d iv id u a ls .  ‘G o s s ip  is  e v il  b e c a u s e  i t  is h a r d  to  r e p a y  

e ffe c tiv e ly ’; l ik e  o t h e r  fo r m s  o f  a n t i - s o c ia l  b e h a v io u r ,  i t  v io la te s  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f  

g e n u in e  r e c ip r o c i ty ,  a s  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  r e t a l i a t i o n  (H e rz f e ld  1 9 85 :228 ). S o c ia l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  g o s s ip ,  o s t r a c is m ,  a n d  n ic k n a m in g  a lw a y s  in v o lv e  ‘t h e  p e o p le ’ o r  

th e  t o w n ,  a n d  n o t  a  s in g le  t o r m e n t o r -  ‘th e  a u d ie n c e  is a  s in g le  c o l le c t iv e  o r g a n is m :  

th e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i ty  a c t i n g  a s  o n e ’ ( G i lm o r e  198:33).

2. T h e  A c t  o f  G o s s ip

T o  g o s s ip  in  N a f p l io n  is  o n e  w a y  o f  e x p r e s s in g  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  b e lo n g s  to  th e  

c o m m u n i ty  to  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  a n d  i t  is  a  w a y  o f  b e in g  s o c ia b le  w i th  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  

th e  c o m m u n i ty .  A n o n y m o u s  o u t s id e r s  a r e  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  s u b je c ts  f o r  g o s s ip ,  a s  th e r e  

is l i t t le  c h a n c e  o f  p r e c e d in g  e p is o d e s ;  a n d  a r e  n o r m a l ly  u n a b le  to  g o s s ip ,  a s  th e y  d o  

n o t  k n o w  th e  c h a r a c te r s ,  o r  th e i r  h is to r ie s .  S im ila r ly ,  a n  in s id e r  w h o  n e v e r  g o s s ip s  

m a k e s  h im s e lf  s o m e th in g  o f  a n  o u t s id e r .  T h u s  g o s s ip  d e f in e s  a  c o m m u n i ty  (cf. 

G i lm o r e  1987 :57). C o r r e s p o n d in g ly ,  N a f p l io te s  s a y  t h a t  ‘g o s s ip  is m u c h  w o rs e  in  th e  

v i lla g e s , w h e re  e v e r y o n e  l e a r n s  w h a t  e v e r y b o d y  e ls e  is  d o in g ’. A th e n s  is  p o i n t e d  to  

( p e r h a p s  in c o r r e c t ly )  a s  b e in g  th e  o p p o s i t e  e x t r e m e  to  th e  v i lla g e s , a n d  t h a t  in  th e  

c a p i t a l  ‘p e o p le  d o  n o t  g o s s ip ’, a n d  ‘n o b o d y  k n o w s  y o u ’. T h is  a l le g e d  a n o n y m i ty  

c a n n o t  a p p ly  t o  N a f p l io te s  in  A th e n s ,  w h o  m a y  b e  s p o t t e d  a n d  t h e i r  b e h a v io u r  

r e p o r t e d  b a c k  to  N a f p l io n ;  th e  q u e s t i o n  is o n e  o f  m o r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  p h y s ic a l  s p a c e  

a n d  c o m m u n i ty .  G o s s ip  a b o u t  N a f p l io te s  w h o  l iv e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  n a t a l  h o m e  is 

a ls o  c o m m o n .

V a r io u s  le v e ls  o f  s o c ia l  g r o u p in g  w i th in  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  a r e  a l s o  m a r k e d  b y  

p a t t e r n s  o f  g o s s ip .  J u s t  a s  th e r e  is l i t t l e  o r  n o  g o s s ip  a b o u t  s t r a n g e r s ,  i t  is d is lo y a l  

a n d  in c o r r e c t  to  te l l  s to r ie s  o r  s e c re ts  a b o u t  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  v e ry  c lo s e  t h r o u g h



124 S o j k a  Z i n o v i e f f

b lo o d ,  r i t u a l  k in s h ip  ( g o d p a r e n t h o o d  e tc .) , o r  f r ie n d s h ip .  I n d e e d ,  th e s e  p e o p le  a r e  

p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  g o s s ip s ,  w h o  b e c o m e  th e  o u t s id e r s  a n d  t h e  c o m m o n  e n e m y . T h e  id e a l  

r a n g e  f o r  g o s s ip  is th e  m id d le  le v e l o f  f r ie n d s  a n d  a q u a in t a n c e s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  w i th in  

th e  s a m e  c la s s  a n d  s o c ia l  m ilie u ;  th e y  a r e  n e a r  e n o u g h  t o  b e  in te r e s t in g ,  a n d  fa r  

e n o u g h  to  b e  u n d e s e r v in g  o f  p r o t e c t io n ,  a n d  th e y  c a n n o t  o n ly  b e  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t ,  

b u t  g o s s ip e d  w ith .  C e r t a i n  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p le  a r e  u s u a l ly  b la m e d  a s  b e in g  g o s s ip s ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  o ld  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  s p e n d  t im e  in  c o ffe e  h o u s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  in  m y  

e x p e r ie n c e ,  m o s t  p e o p le  g o s s ip  a n d ,  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  to  s p r e a d ,  th e r e  h a s  to  b e  a n  

i n te r e s te d  c h a in  o f  p e o p le .

G o s s ip  is  a  fo r m  o f  e x c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  tw o  p a r t i e s  a n d ,  a s  w i th  m o s t  ty p e s  o f  

e x c h a n g e ,  i t  h a s  i t s  o w n  r u le s  a n d  m o r a l i ty .  S o m e  s o r t  o f  p a c t  o r  a l l ia n c e  is  in v o lv e d  

in  m o s t  g o s s ip ,  a n d  a n  a i r  o f  c o n s p i r a c y  m a y  w e ll a c c o m p a n y  th e  a c t .  R e v e a l in g  

g o s s ip  c a n  e s ta b l i s h  in t im a c y ,  a n d  im p lie s  t h a t  th e  tw o  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t io n  

a r e  c lo s e r  t h a n  e i th e r  o f  th e m  a r e  w i th  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n .4 G o s s ip  

re s e m b le s  a  v e r b a l  g if t a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  d e m a n d s  r e c ip r o c a l  b e h a v io u r ,  w h e th e r  o r  

n o t  t h e  g if t is d e s i r a b le  o r  u se fu l.  G o s s ip  c a n  b e  a  p r e c io u s  r e s o u rc e :  p e o p le  in  

b u s in e s s e s  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e i r  c o m p e t i to r s ;  p o l i t i c i a n s  r e q u i r e  d e ta i l s  a b o u t  t h e i r  r iv a ls  

a n d  s u p p o r t e r s ;  c i t iz e n s  d is c o v e r  w h o  a r e  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  a n d  w h o  th e i r  e n e m ie s ,  a n d  

s o  o n . G o s s ip  b e c o m e s  a  p ie c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  w h ic h  is a l i e n a b le  in  u n u s u a l  w a y s . 

T o  g o s s ip  t a k e s  s o m e th in g  a w a y  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l  ‘o w n e r ’ o r  p e r p e r t r a t o r  o f  th e  

e v e n t ,  w h ic h  t h e n  m a y  b e  t r a d e d  in . M a n y  N a f p l io te s  o b je c t  to  b e in g  g o s s ip e d  

a b o u t ,  e v e n  if  i t  is o n ly  a b o u t  a c i t iv i t ie s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  s e c re t .  I t  is th e  lo s s  o f  

p e r s o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  a n d  th e  t a k in g  i n to  th e  p u b l ic  s p h e r e  w h a t  b e lo n g s  t o  th e  

p r iv a t e  o n e  t h a t  is u p s e t t in g .

T h e  g if t o f  th e  g o s s ip e r  is in f o r m a t io n ,  a n d  th e  t h i r s t  f o r  a l l  s o r t s  (w h o  k n o w s  

w h a t  m ig h t  b e  u se fu l? )  is u n e n d in g .  T h e  l o n g e r  I  s t a y e d  in  N a f p l io n ,  th e  m o r e  I 

in s t in c t iv e ly  u s e d  te c h n iq u e s  o f  n o t  g iv in g  a w a y  in f o r m a t io n ,  w h ic h  I h a d  s e e n  m y  

f r ie n d s  u s in g . I  a ls o  l e a r n e d  to  t u r n  th e  t a b le s  o n  th e  in q u is i t iv e  s t r e a m  o f  in q u i r ie s ,  

a n d  t o  p r e s s  m y  o w n  c u r io s i ty  o n  o th e r s .  E n th u s i a s m  fo r  g a th e r in g  i n f o r m a t io n  is  

th e  f i r s t  s te p  in  g o s s ip ,  b u t  i t  is a ls o  a  b a s ic  s te p  in  a n th r o p o lo g i c a l  r e s e a rc h ,  a n d  

f r e q u e n t ly  in  e s ta b l i s h in g  f r ie n d s h ip s .  I t  is  w h a t  is  d o n e  w i th  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  t h a t  

m a r k s  o u t  g o s s ip .  A s  m e n t io n e d ,  g o s s ip  c a n  b e  u s e fu l:  n o t  o n ly  to  u n c o v e r  

i n f o r m a t io n ,  b u t  a l s o  to  p r o m o te ,  h e lp ,  h u m i l i a te  o r  c r i t ic iz e  o t h e r  p e o p le .  I n d iv id 

u a ls  m a y  p r o m u lg a t e  p o s i t iv e  g o s s ip  a b o u t  th e m s e lv e s  o r  th e i r  f r ie n d s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  

w h e n  y o u n g ,  u n m a r r ie d  m e n  s p r e a d  r u m o u r s  o f  s e x u a l  p r o w e s s  a n d  c o n q u e s ts ,  

w h ic h  a r e  fu e le d  r a t h e r  t h a n  h id d e n  b y  t h e  s u b je c t .

P a in e  r e je c ts  G l u c k m a n ’s f u n c t io n a l i s t  th e o r y ,  a n d  a r g u e s  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  

m a in t a in in g  th e  u n i ty  o f  th e  g r o u p ,  g o s s ip  is ‘a  c u l t u r a l  d e v ic e  u s e d  b y  t h e  i n d iv id u a l  

to  f o r w a r d  h is  o w n  in t e r e s t s ’ ( P a in e  1 9 67 :282 ). I t  is t h e  i n d iv id u a l ,  a n d  n o t  th e  

c o m m u n i ty ,  t h a t  g o s s ip s  a b o u t  ‘h is  o w n  a n d  o th e r s ’ a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  o n ly  in d i r e c t ly  

th e  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ’ ( ib id :2 8 1 ). A l th o u g h  th is  a r g u m e n t  is a p p l ic a b le  in  

N a p f l io n ,  i t  o n ly  a l lo w s  f o r  a  c e r t a in  a s p e c t  (e s p e c ia l ly  th e  e n a c t in g )  o f  g o s s ip ,  a n d  

n o t  fo r  th e  fe a r  a n d  t h r e a t  o f  g o s s ip ,  w h ic h  c a r r i e s  th e  w e ig h t  o f  s o c ie ty .  T o  a v o id  

g o s s ip ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a v o id  a n y  b e h a v io u r  t h a t  p r o v o k e s  it, w h ic h  e n d o w s  i t  w i th  

a  m o r e  p u n i s h in g  c h a r a c t e r  t h a n  i t  m a y  a c tu a l ly  h a v e . G o s s ip  b e c o m e s  p e r s o n if ie d ,  

a s  a  th ie f  (o f  o n e ’s se c re ts ) ,  a  l i a r  (fo r  a n y o n e  u n lu c k y ) ,  a n d  a  f ic k le ,  u n c o n q u e r a b l e  

e n e m y  (o f  a n y o n e  w a n t in g  p r iv a c y ) .  I t  is  a l s o  a  f r ie n d  a n d  a lly  o f  t h o s e  w i th  r iv a ls  

o r  e n e m ie s ,  o r  t h o s e  w h o  w is h  to  p r o m o t e  th e m s e lv e s  o r  o th e r s .  I n d iv id u a l s  g o s s ip
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fo r  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n a l  a n d  e m o t io n a l  r e a s o n s  ( w h a t  p e o p le  g o s s ip  a b o u t  is  a  

‘g o o d  in d e x  o f  w h a t  th e y  w o r r y  a b o u t ’— H a v i l a n d  197 7 :6 8 ), b u t  i t  is  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  th e  

g r o u p  t h a t  t u r n  g o s s ip  i n to  s u c h  a  p o w e r f u l  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  fo rc e .

T h e o r ie s  a b o u t  g o s s ip  u s u a l ly  fa il t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  i t  is  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  f o r m  o f  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  (w i th  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e x c e p t io n  o f  d u  B o u la y  19 7 4 :2 0 8). T h e  p e r s o n  

w h o  g o s s ip s  m a y  h a v e  m o t iv e s  ( to  w a r n ,  to  c r it ic iz e ,  t o  p r o m o te ,  e tc .) , b u t  o f te n  

e n o u g h  i t  is  m e re ly  a  p l e a s u r a b l e  w a y  o f  i n t e r a c t in g  w i th  o th e r s .  S o m e  N a f p l io te s  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  g o s s ip  is  d u e  to  th e  b o r e d o m  o f  a  s m a l l ,  p r o v in c ia l  to w n ;  c r i t ic s  c la im  

t h a t  N a f p l io te s  lo v e  d i s a s te r s  a n d  d r a m a s  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t o  th in k  

a b o u t .  N e w s  ( a n d  th e  c i r c u l a t io n  o f  r u m o u r s )  a b o u t  a c c id e n t s  a lw a y s  e m e r g e s  v e ry  

r a p id ly ,  u s u a l ly  b e f o re  t h e  fa c ts  a r e  c le a r ,  in d i c a t i n g  th e  f a s c in a t io n  w h ic h  p e o p le  

h a v e  f o r  d e a th  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n .5 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d ia  g o s s ip  a l s o  i l lu s t r a te s  th e  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  v a lu e  o f  g o s s ip :  t h e  f a m o u s  b e c o m e  f a m i l ia r ,  l ik e  c h a r a c te r s  in  m y th s ,  

in  te le v is io n  s o a p  o p e r a s ,  o r  l ik e  n e ig h b o u r s  in  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  f a c in g  p r o b l e m s  

s im ila r  t o  th o s e  o f  o r d i n a r y  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t  a t  h o m e .  T h a t  g o s s ip  

c a n  a c t  a s  a  m o r a l  c e n s u r e  is  n o t  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  g o s s ip  in  th e  p re s s  is  r e a d ,  n o r  w h y  

e v e r y d a y  g o s s ip  is  e a g e r ly  l i s te n e d  to .  R a th e r ,  i t  is  a m u s in g ,  in te r e s t in g ,  a n d  o ffe rs  

t h e  u n e n d in g  d iv e r s io n  o f  p o n d e r in g  t h e  t r i v i a  a n d  c r is e s  o f  h u m a n  e x is te n c e .

A  ‘g o o d ’ p ie c e  o f  g o s s ip  in c lu d e s  s u r p r i s e ,  s h o c k ,  o r  s c a n d a l ,  o r  is  d iv e r t in g  

e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  a  g o o d  s to r y .  T h e  l i s te n in g  p a r t y  is  e n t e r t a in e d ,  a s  i t  w o u ld  b e  b y  

a  f i c t io n a l  ta le ,  o r  e v e n  a  m y th .  I n d e e d ,  g o s s ip  r e s e m b le s  a  l iv in g , s e c u la r  e q u iv a le n t  

o f  m y th - te l l in g ,  f r o m  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  L ik e  m y th  in  s im p le  o r  

n o n - l i t e r a te  s o c ie t ie s ,  g o s s ip  is a  s p o k e n  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  

r e la t io n  to  s o c ie ty ;  th e  m e a n in g  d o e s  n o t  e x is t  in  i s o la t io n ,  b u t  in  th e  t o t a l i t y  t h a t  

h a s  p r e c e d e d  a n d  w ill p r o c e e d  f r o m  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ite m . G o s s ip  h a s  l i t t l e  m e a n in g  

fo r  a  f o r e ig n e r  o r  o u t s id e r ,  a s  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  k n o w  th e  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  h i s to r y  a n d  

th e  p la c e s  ( ju s t  a s  o n e  m u s t  k n o w  th e  h e r o e s  in  a  m y th ) .  I t  c a n  a ls o  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  

i t  is  w r o n g  to  a t t a c h  a  f ix e d  o r  s t a t i c  p u r p o s e  o r  c o n n o t a t i o n  to  g o s s ip  o r  m y th ,  a s  

b o t h  a r e  o p e n  t o  v a r ia b le  a n d  in d iv id u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

A s  w i th  m y th  in  n o n - l i t e r a te  s o c ie t ie s ,  g o s s ip  c a n  le g i t im iz e  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  

p r e s e n t  a  ‘c h a r t e r ’ f o r  m o r a l i t y  ( in  th e  D u r k h e i m i a n  a n d  M a l in o w s k ia n  t r a d i t io n ) .  

T h is  m a y  o p e r a t e  in  m a n y  w a y s , b u t  in  g e n e r a l  t h e  i l lu s t r a t i o n  o f  e x c e p t io n s ,  

o u t r a g e s ,  c r im e s  a n d  n o n - c o n f o r m i t ie s ,  u l t im a te ly  g iv e s  a  g u id e  t o  h o w  s o c ie ty  

s h o u ld  b e .  ‘P a t t e r n s  o f  d e v i a t i o n ’ in  m y th  m a y  s e r v e  a s  p r o je c te d  m o d e ls  a n d  n o r m s ,  

a n d  th e r e  is o f te n  a  r e in t e g r a t i o n  o f  t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r ie n c e  t o  n o r m a t iv e  o r d e r  ( T u r n e r  

1969 :36). N e i t h e r  in  m y th  n o r  in  g o s s ip  is t h e  ‘c h a r t e r ’ t o o  e x p l ic i t ly  d e f in e d ,  b u t  m a y  

c h a n g e  a lo n g  w i th  s o c ie ty ;  i t  is  i n t e r p r e t e d  a c c o r d in g  to  e a c h  i n d iv id u a l ’s p o s i t io n  

w i th in  s o c ie ty .  L e a c h  h a s  s h o w n  h o w  m y th  in  H i g h la n d  B u r m a  c a n  b e  ‘a  m e c h a n is m  

o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ’ a s  w e ll a s  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  in  s o c ie ty  ( L e a c h  1 9 5 4 :2 7 8 ), a n d  th e  s a m e  

a p p l ie s  t o  g o s s ip .  C o m p e t i t i o n ,  q u a r r e l s ,  a n d  h a t r e d  c a n  b e  fu e le d  a n d  v a l i d a t e d  b y  

g o s s ip .

B o th  g o s s ip  a n d  m y th  h a v e  a n  e m o t i o n a l  p o w e r  o v e r  th e  l i s te n e r ;  h e  m a y  r e la te  

th e  n a r r a t i v e s  t o  h is  o w n  b e h a v io u r  a n d  life. A s  w i th  d r e a m s ,  s u p p r e s s e d  fe e l in g s  m a y  

b e  a i r e d  a n d  e x p r e s s e d ,  m a k in g  i t  le ss  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  th e  s to r ie s  o f  m y th o lo g y  a n d  

o f  g o s s ip  a r e  f il le d  w i th  d e ta i l s  o f  d e a th ,  sex , in c e s t ,  d e c e i t  a n d  s o  o n . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

p e o p le  a r e  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d is c u s s  a n d  a n a ly s e  m o r a l i ty ,  a n d  h u m a n  

b e h a v io u r .  J a c k s o n  s h o w s  h o w  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  fo lk ta le s  a m o n g  th e  K u r a k o  o f  S ie r r a  

L e o n e  ‘a l lo w  a n  i n v e s t ig a t io n  o f  c o r r e c t  a c t i o n  a n d  m o r a l  d is c e r n m e n t ,  a n d  a r e  n o t
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o n ly  a  n a iv e  v e h ic le  fo r  a d v a n c in g  o r t h o d o x  m o r a l  a t t i t u d e s ’ ( J a c k s o n  1982:1). 

A l th o u g h  s to r y - te l l in g  m a y  in v o lv e  m o r e  f a n ta s t i c  o r  m y th o lo g ic a l  c o n c e p ts ,  th e  

p ro c e s s ,  a s  w i th  g o s s ip ,  a l lo w s  p e o p le  t o  ‘a c tu a l ly  p a r t i c ip a te  in  i n t e r p r e t in g  a n d  

c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  s o c ia l  m i l ie u ’ ( ib id :3 ) . S im ila r ly ,  B e rg e r  w r i te s  o f  a  F r e n c h  v il la g e  

t h a t  t h e  f u n c t io n  o f  g o s s ip  (w h ic h  is ‘c lo s e ,  o r a l ,  d a i ly  h i s to r y ’) is ‘to  a l lo w  th e  w h o le  

v i l la g e  to  d e f in e  i t s e l f ’. G o s s ip  p r o v id e s  ‘r a w  m a te r i a l ’ f o r  a  ‘l iv in g ’, ‘c o m m u n a l ’ 

p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  v i lla g e ,  in  w h ic h  ‘e v e r y b o d y  is p o r t r a y e d  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  p o r t r a y s ’ 

(B e r g e r  1979 :9).

T h e  s k i l le d  s to r y - te l l e r  ( th e  g o s s ip  o r  t h e  r e la t e r  o f  th e  m y th  o r  fo lk ta le )  p r o d u c e s  

s u s p e n s e ,  in t r ig u e ,  in te r e s t ,  a n d  m a k e s  th e  s to r y  c o m p le te  a n d  s a t is fy in g  fo r  th e  

a u d ie n c e .  T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  s p e a k e r  m a y  e n d o w  h im  w ith  s o m e  k in d  o f  p o w e r ,  

a s  d o e s  th e  g if t o f  th e  g iv e r . H o w e v e r ,  th i s  p o w e r  h a s  to  b e  c a re fu lly  m a n a g e d ;  th e  

m o r a l i ty  o f  g o s s ip  m u s t  b e  a d h e r e d  to ,  a n d  th e  s p e a k e r  s h o u ld  n o t  o v e r s te p  th e  

d e l ic a te  l im its  t o o  m u c h  o r  t o o  o f te n , o r  h e  is c h a r g e d  w i th  im m o r a l i ty  h im se lf .  I n  

N a f p l io n ,  a  g o s s ip  ( th e  p e r s o n )  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h a n d le  h is  k n o w le d g e  p r o p e r ly ,  a n d  

g iv e s  o u t  t o o  m u c h  in f o r m a t io n ,  w ill g a in  a  b a d  r e p u ta t io n .  O n c e  s o m e o n e  is la b e l le d  

a s  a  g o s s ip ,  s o m e  p e o p le  m a y  s to p  g iv in g  h im  in f o r m a t io n ,  s o  i t  is  in  h is  in t e r e s t  to  

d e a l  i t  o u t  o n ly  in  s m a l l  d o s e s .

O n c e  th e  s p e a k e r  h a s  to ld  h is  s to r y  (b e  it f o lk ta le  o r  r u m o u r ) ,  th e  w o r d s  t a k e  

o n  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  s t a tu s ,  a n d  a r e  re c e iv e d  a n d  in t e r p r e t e d  b y  e a c h  in d iv id u a l  

l i s te n e r .  A s  w ith  r e l ig io u s  m y th s ,  sp e lls ,  c u r s e s ,  o r  p r a y e r s ,  th e r e  m a y  b e  a  d e g r e e  o f  

p o w e r  a n d  e v e n  d a n g e r  in  th e  w o r d s  o f  g o s s ip .  W o r d s  d o  th in g s ,  a s  w e ll a s  b e in g  

s p o k e n .  I t  is t h e r e f o r e  lo g ic a l  t h a t  p e o p le  a r e  s o m e t im e s  a f r a id  o f  w o rd s ,  e v e n  in  th e  

a p p a r e n t l y  m u n d a n e  c o n te x t  o f  g o s s ip .  P e o p le  s o m e t im e s  t r y  to  p r e v e n t  o th e r s  

f r o m  g o s s ip in g ,  c la im in g  t h a t  i t  is a  ‘b a d ’ a n d  d e s t r u c t iv e  o c c u p a t io n .  S im ila r ly ,  

th e r e  is f e a r  o f  p r o v o k in g  j e a lo u s y  in  o t h e r  p e o p le ,  f o r  fe a r  o f  s p i te ,  g o s s ip  a n d  

e v e n  th e  e v il  eye . ‘T h e  e y e ’ ( to  m a t i ) is a t  le a s t  h a lf -b e l ie v e d  in  b y  m a n y  N a f p l io te s ,  

a n d  is a  v is u a l  e q u iv a le n t  o f  t h e  v e r b a l  r e v e n g e  w h ic h  g o s s ip  m a y  w re a k .  A  

s u d d e n  h e a d a c h e  o r  f it o f  t i r e d n e s s  is o f te n  b la m e d  o n  ‘th e  e y e ’, a n d  a  s c e n a r io  is 

e s ta b l i s h e d :  t h a t  s o m e o n e  s a w  th e  in d iv id u a l ;  fe lt j e a lo u s ;  a n d  k n o w in g ly  o r  

u n c o n s c io u s ly  ‘e y e d  h e r ’ ( t in  m a t ia s e ) .6 T h e  e y e s , l ik e  th e  t o n g u e ,  a r e  ‘o r g a n s  o f  

n a k e d  a g g r e s s io n ’, a n d  th e y  c a n  p e n e t r a t e  a s  w e ll a s  b e in g  p e n e t r a t e d  ( G i lm o r e  

1 982 :164 ). T h e  s e e r  i n c o r p o r a t e s  o r  d o m in a t e s  th e  o b je c t ,  a n d  ‘o c u l a r  t r e s p a s s ’ 

p r o v id e s  a m m u n i t i o n  fo r  g o s s ip  o r  s h a m in g  ( G i lm o r e  1 9 8 7 :1 4 7 -8 ),  a s  w e ll a s  fo r  

h a r m in g  w ith  t h e  e v il  e ye . I n  N a f p l io n ,  m e re ly  t o  b e  s e e n  c a n  m a k e  o n e  v u ln e r a b le ,  

a n d  t h e  i n f a m o u s  ‘p e e p in g  T o m s ’ ( b a n is t i r i t z id h e s )  a r e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  e r o t ic is m  

a n d  p o w e r  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  se e in g .

T h e  fe a r  o f  w o r d s  a n d  th e i r  p o w e r  is n o t  u n f o u n d e d .  G o s s ip  c a n  c h a n g e  

b e h a v io u r ,  r e la t io n s h ip s ,  a n d  e v e n  a f fe c ts  s o c ia l  m o r e s  a n d  v a lu e s ,  b y  a f fe c tin g  th e  

p e r s o n  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t ,  b u t  m o r e  o f te n  b y  in f lu e n c in g  o th e r s  w h o  h e a r  t h e  g o s s ip .  

G o s s ip  c a n  le a d  t o  t h e  b r e a k in g  u p  o f  m a r r ia g e s ,  f r ie n d s h ip s ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  o r  

b u s in e s s  a l l ia n c e s .  I t  c a n  a ls o  e s ta b l i s h  c e r t a in  p e o p le  a s  s o c ia l ly  u n a c c e p ta b le ,  o r  a s  

p ro f e s s io n a l ly  u n t r u s tw o r th y .  F o r  e x a m p le  a  d o c t o r  w h o  is r e p u te d  to  s e d u c e  h is  

fe m a le  p a t i e n t s ,  is r e je c te d  b y  m a n y  p o t e n t i a l  c l ie n ts .  G o s s ip  m a y  in s t ig a te  s o c ia l  

c h a n g e  in  a  m o r e  in s id io u s  w a y . D i r e c t ly  o r  in d i r e c t ly ,  g o s s ip  u s u a l ly  c o n c e r n s  

c h a n g e :  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e g in n in g  o r  e n d in g  ( r a th e r  t h a n  j u s t  c o n t in u in g  a s  th e y  w e re); 

b i r t h ,  m a r r ia g e  a n d  d e a th ;  lo s in g  a n d  g a in in g  m o n e y ;  s u c c e s s  o r  fa ilu re ;  a n d  

a c c id e n ts ,  d r a m a s  a n d  d is a s te r s .  A l th o u g h  th e  d i s c u s s io n  a n d  g o s s ip  o f  th e s e  s u b je c ts
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m a y  b e  d i s a p p r o v in g ,  o r  s h o c k e d ,  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  m a k e s  th e  e v e n ts  d e  

fa c to .  ‘T h r o u g h  d ia lo g u e ,  g o s s ip  a l lo w s  r u le s  t o  c h a n g e :  i t  r e d e f in e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  ru le s ,  t h u s  k e e p in g  th e m  u p  t o  d a t e ’ ( H a v i la n d  1 9 7 7 :1 7 0 ). G o s s ip  c a n  

b e  s e e n  a s  a  k in d  o f  ‘c u l t u r a l  g r a m m a r ’, o r  a  ‘m a p  o f  ( th e )  s o c ia l  e n v i r o n m e n t ’, i t  d o e s  

n o t  j u s t  a p p e a l  t o  n o r m s  o r  ru le s ,  b u t  a p p l ie s  a n d  m a n ip u l a t e s  th e m ,  a n d  p r o v id e s  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ‘b e n d  th e  m o r a l  o r d e r ’ ( ib id :8 —10).

A c tiv i t ie s  w h ic h  a r e  w o r t h y  o f  g o s s ip  a r e  c h a n g in g ,  in d i c a t i n g  th e  f le x ib i l i ty  o f  

th is  m o d e  o f  e x p r e s s io n .  F o r  i n s ta n c e ,  2 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  t e e n a g e  g ir ls  c o u ld  n o t  g o  o u t  

in  t h e  e v e n in g  w i th  a  g r o u p  o f  f r ie n d s  i n c lu d in g  b o y s ,  w i t h o u t  a r o u s in g  s h o c k e d  

g o s s ip .  T o d a y  th i s  is  a  n o r m a l  a c t iv i ty ,  a n d  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  n o t  b e  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t  

to  a n y  g r e a t  d e g re e .  N o  o n e  in  N a f p l io n  b e lie v e s  t h a t  g o s s ip  is  d e c r e a s in g  in  q u a n t i t y  

o r  p o w e r .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s o c ia l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  a r e  

o c c u r r in g  in  N a f p l io n  ( a n d  in  G r e e c e  in  g e n e r a l )  a r e  c o n d u c t iv e  t o  a  f a d in g  

s ig n if ic a n c e , o r  t o  a l t e r a t i o n s  in  g o s s ip .  T h e  in c r e a s in g  p r iv a c y  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  fa m ily  

a n d  i n d iv id u a l  life , t h e  t e n d e n c y  f o r  h o m e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  s u c h  a s  te le v is io n ,  a n d  th e  

e n th u s i a s m  f o r  n e w  c h a r a c te r l e s s  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s  fu ll  o f  b lo c k s  o f  f la ts ,  a r e  a l l  

r e a s o n s  f o r  a  d im in i s h in g  fo c u s  o n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  g o s s ip in g .

H o s p i t a l i t y

1. T h e  I m p l ic a t i o n s  o f  H o s p i t a l i t y

I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  g o s s ip ,  N a f p l io te s  se e  h o s p i t a l i t y  a s  a  p o s i t iv e  a c t iv i ty ,  a n d  in  

d e s c r ib in g  th e m s e lv e s  a s  G r e e k s ,  th e y  c la im  t h a t  th e y  a r e  h o s p i t a b l e  (f i l o x e n o i ) 

p e o p le .  W h i le  g o s s ip  is  s u p p o s e d ly  s p o k e n  w i th  ‘b a d n e s s ’, h o s p i t a l i t y  is  c la im e d  to  

b e  g iv e n  ‘s p o n ta n e o u s ly ’ (a f t h o r m ita ), w i th  w a r m th  a n d  o p e n n e s s .T h e  w o r d  ‘h o s p i 

t a l i ty ’ ( f i l o k s e n i a ) m e a n s  l i te r a l ly  lo v e  ( f i l o — a n c ie n t  G r e e k  f o r  lo v e )  o f  th e  s t r a n g e r  

( k s e n o s ), a n d  s t r a n g e r s  h a v e  s u p p o s e d ly  b e e n  g iv e n  h o s p i t a l i t y  s in c e  a n c ie n t  t im e s . 

H o s p i t a l i ty  d i f f e r e n t ia te s  G r e e k s  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  E u r o p e a n s ,  w h o  a r e  c la s s if ie d  a s  

‘c o ld ’ (k r io i , o r  p s i c h r o i )  l ik e  t h e i r  c l im a te ,  ‘c lo s e d ’ (k l e i s t i ) a s  t h e y  a r e  in  t h e i r  h o u s e s ,  

a n d  u n f r ie n d ly .7 T r a v e l  a g e n ts  a r e  q u i c k  t o  u s e  th is  ‘G r e e k ’ q u a l i t y  in  a d v e r t i s in g  

a n d  b r o c h u r e s ,  t o  l u r e  t o u r i s t s  t o  G re e c e .

W h e n  I  a r r i v e d  in  N a f p l io n ,  I  w a s  s o m e t im e s  o v e r w h e lm e d  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

k in d  i n v i t a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  w a r m  w e lc o m e  t h a t  w a s  g iv e n  b y  m a n y .  I n d e e d ,  I  r e a l i s e d  

t h a t  I  w a s  b e c o m in g  a  m o r e  n o r m a l  f e a tu r e  o f  to w n  life  w h e n  t h e  le v e l  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  

d r o p p e d ;  I  w a s  t h e n  n o  l o n g e r  a  s t r a n g e r  t o  b e  e n t e r t a in e d .  H o s p i t a l i ty  is  n o t  j u s t  

g iv e n  t o  s t r a n g e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  t h e  p r in c ip le  is  a t  w o r k  in  a s  s im p le  a n  a c t  a s  

o f f e r in g  a  d r i n k  in  a  c a fe , o r  i n v i t in g  f r ie n d s  to  o n e ’s h o u s e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  is  t o  th e  

s t r a n g e r  t h a t  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  m o s t  a r c h e ty p a l ;  t h e  m o r e  a  p e r s o n  is  a  s t r a n g e r ,  th e  m o r e  

t h e  c o d e  o f  h o s p i t a l i ty .  S tr a n g e r s  a r e  a n o n y m o u s ,  a n d  . h o l d  c e r t a in  q u a l i t ie s  in  

c o m m o n ;  th e y  a r e  ‘n o t  c o n c e iv e d  o f  a s  i n d iv id u a ls ,  b u t  a s  s t r a n g e r s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

ty p e ’ (S im m e l  1 95 0 :4 0 7 ). S t r a n g e r s  a r e  a n  u n u s u a l  m ix tu r e  c o m p o s e d  o f ‘d i s ta n c e  a n d  

n e a r n e s s ,  in d if f e r e n c e  a n d  in v o lv e m e n t ’, a n d  th is  a l lo w s  ‘a n  a b s t r a c t  n a t u r e ’ t o  a p p ly  

t o  th e  r e l a t i o n  ( ib id :4 0 4 -4 0 5 ) .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  o f f e r in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f r ie n d  

o r  r e la t iv e  h a s  a l l  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  a n d  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  a  s h a r e d  p a s t .

H o s p i t a l i ty  m a y  a p p e a r ,  a n d  b e  c la im e d  t o  b e  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  g e s tu r e  o f  

g e n e r o s i ty ,  b u t  in  f a c t  i t  is  a  c o m p l ic a te d  p r o c e s s ,  w i th  h id d e n  ru le s ,  a n d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

m o r a l i ty .  H e rz fe ld  s h o w s  h o w  h o s p i t a l i t y  m a y  b e  a l t r u i s t i c a l l y  g iv e n , b u t  t h a t  ‘a t  th e
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le v e l o f  c o l le c t iv e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ’ . . .  ‘i t  s ig n if ie s  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  c o n c e p tu a l  s u b o r d i 

n a t i o n  o f  g u e s t  t o  h o s t ’ ( H e rz f e ld  1987: c o n s u l te d  w h e n  in  p re s s ) . T h e  h o s t  m a y  b e  

‘p o l i t i c a l ly  s u b o r d i n a t e ’ (e s p e c ia l ly  t o  a  f o r e ig n e r  w h o  is s t e r e o ty p ic a l ly  p e r c e iv e d  a s  

a  r i c h e r  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  p e r s o n ) ,  b u t  h e  h a s  t h e  ‘m o r a l  a d v a n ta g e ’ ( id e m ). F o l lo w in g  

M a u s s ’ s e m in a l  w o r k  ‘T h e  G i f t ’, g iv in g  m a y  b e  s e e n  a s  e n d o w in g  th e  g iv e r  w i th  

p o w e r ,  a n d  a s  p u t t i n g  th e  re c e iv e r  in  a  d e p e n d e n t  o r  i n d e b t e d  p o s i t io n .  I n  N a f p l io n ,  

o n e  o f te n  o v e r h e a r s ,  o r  b e c o m e s  p a r t  o f  a r g u m e n t s  a t  t a v e r n a s ,  o v e r  w h o  w il l p a y  

th e  b ill. I f  s o m e o n e  m a n a g e s  t o  p a y  u n s e e n ,  o r  f in a l ly  a r g u e s  h is  r i g h t  t o  p a y ,  t h e  

o th e r s  g r u m b le  ‘t h e n  w e ’ll p a y  n e x t  t im e ’, a n d  a r e  u n l ik e ly  t o  s a y  ‘t h a n k  y o u ’. T h e y  

se e  th e m s e lv e s  a s  b e in g  in  a  d i f f ic u l t  p o s i t io n ,  o f  b e in g  p a t r o n i z e d  (w h ic h  m a y  

s y m b o l ic a l ly  n e g a te  f r ie n d s h ip ) ,  a n d  m a y  e v e n  s h o w  m o c k  a n g e r .8

E n t e r t a in i n g  in  a  r e s t a u r a n t  is  a  v a r i a t i o n  o n  h o s p i t a l i t y  in s id e  th e  h o m e ,  b u t  th e  

t r e a t i n g  o f  o th e r s  in v o lv e s  th e  s a m e  p r in c ip le s .  C e r t a i n  p e o p le  ( p a r t i c u l a r ly  m e n  w h o  

h a v e  o r  d e s i r e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  a n d  s e x u a l  p o w e r )  in s i s t  o n  p a y in g  f o r  o th e r s ;  a n d  

w h e n  s t r a n g e r s  a r e  t r e a t e d  a n d  p a id  fo r , th e y  a r e  b e in g  k e p t  in  t h e i r  p o s i t io n ,  w i th  

th e  h o s t  o r  g iv e r  h a v in g  th e  u p p e r  h a n d .  W h e n e v e r  I  fe lt u n e a s y  a t  b e in g  p a id  fo r ,  

w h e n  I  w a s  s t i ll  a  r e la t iv e  s t r a n g e r  in  N a f p l io n ,  I  w a s  t o l d  ‘y o u  w ill t a k e  u s  o u t ,  o r  

h a v e  u s  t o  s ta y  w h e n  w e  c o m e  to  E n g la n d ’, e v e n  w h e n  th e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  

th is .  A s  w e ll a s  im p ly in g  t h a t  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  s h o u ld  b e  l o n g  te r m ,  i t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

o n e  s h o u ld  b e  th e  h o s t  in  o n e ’s o w n  c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  t h e  s t r a n g e r  m u s t  s u b m i t  to  b e in g  

a  g u e s t .

T h e  o t h e r  s id e  t o  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  h o s t  is  th e  in d e b te d n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  o b l ig a t io n  

fo r  th e  g u e s t  t o  r e c ip r o c a te  h o s p i t a l i t y  o r  a n y  g if t o f  th is  k in d .  T h is  d e la y e d  

r e c ip r o c i ty  c h a n g e s  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th e  tw o  p a r t i e s  b a c k  to  o n e  o f  g r e a te r  

e q u a l i ty .  H o s p i t a l i ty  m a y  b e  g iv e n  fr e e ly  t o  a  s t r a n g e r ,  b u t  t h e n  fo l lo w e d  b y  d e m a n d s  

f o r  a n  in d i r e c t  r e p a y m e n t .  H e rz fe ld  d e s c r ib e s  h o w  p e o p le  in  a  s m a l l  C r e t a n  v i l la g e  

‘se e  n o  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e i r  t r u ly  l a v is h  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  th e  m a n y  r e q u e s ts  

th e y  m a k e  t o  s t r a n g e r s  f o r  m a te r ia l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  f a v o u r s ’ ( H e rz f e ld  1987 : c o n s u l te d  

w h e n  in  p re s s ) . I  w a s  b e w ild e r e d ,  w h e n  a f te r  b e in g  t r e a t e d  g e n e r o u s ly  b y  a  fa m ily ,  

in v i te d  f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  m e a ls ,  a n d  g iv e n  s m a l l  g ifts , th e  m a n  o f  th e  h o u s e h o ld  

s u d d e n ly  r e q u e s t e d  s o m e  f a v o u r s ,  f r o m  s m u g g l in g  a  v id e o  m a c h in e  a n d  o th e r  

e le c t r ic a l  g o o d s  f r o m  E n g la n d ,  to  g iv in g  h im  r e g u la r  E n g l i s h  le s s o n s .  T o  g iv e  

( h o s p i t a l i ty  o r  w h a te v e r )  ju s t i f ie s  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  a  r e tu r n ,  a n d  a  f r ie n d  m a y  a s k  fo r  

f a v o u r s  w i th  n o  q u a lm s ;  ‘I ’ll b e  in  y o u r  d e b t ’ (th a  m e  ip o c h r e o s e i s )  is  s a id  a t  th e  t im e  

o f  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  im p lie s  a  f u r th e r ,  i n d i r e c t  r e tu r n .  U s u a l ly ,  d e m a n d s  a r e  n o t  a s  

c r u d e  a s  in  t h e  a b o v e  c a s e  a n d ,  f o r  m a n y  p e o p le ,  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  I  ( a n d  o t h e r  fo re ig n e rs )  

p r o v id e d  p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e fu l  c o n t a c t s  a b r o a d  w a s  e n o u g h  t o  n e g a te  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m o r e  

d i r e c t  r e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e i r  g e n e ro s i ty .

W h e n  I  f i r s t  e n c o u n te r e d  it, th e  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  t o  G r e e k  f r ie n d s h ip  o f f e n d e d  m y  

B r i t is h  s e n s e  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  a s  u n a d u l t e r a t e d  b y  m a te r ia l  c o n s id e r a t io n s .  L a te r ,  I  

r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  d i f f e r e n t  b a s is  t o  th is  ty p e  o f  r e la t io n s h ip ;  t h e  s y s te m  o f  fre e  

b u t  r e c ip r o c a l  d e m a n d s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  e x c lu d e  g e n u in e  fe e l in g  a n d  g e n e ro s i ty .  

S o m e  G r e e k s  c r i t ic iz e  o t h e r  G r e e k s  fo r  b e in g  ‘c u n n in g ’ ( p o n ir o i ), a n d  fo r  u s in g  f r ie n d s  

t o o  o b v io u s ly ,  b u t  in  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  th is  is  n o t  a p p l ic a b le ,  a s  f r ie n d s h ip  h a s  its  

o w n  c o d e s  a n d  f r ie n d s  a r e  w i l l in g  to  h e lp  a n d  g iv e  t o  o n e  a n o th e r .  I t  is  n e c e s s a ry  

h o w e v e r ,  to  q u a l i fy  th e  b r o a d  la b e l  ‘f r ie n d s h ip ’, a n d  to  d i s t in g u i s h  b e tw e e n  ‘i n s t r u 

m e n ta l  ‘i n s t r u m e n t a l  f r ie n d s h ip ’ a n d  ‘f r ie n d s h ip  o f  t h e  h e a r t ’ (k a r d h ia k i  f i l i a ) 

( P a p a t a x i a r c h i s  1986 :1). I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  f o r m e r  ty p e  (w h ic h  in c lu d e s  m a n y  o f  th e
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r e la t io n s h ip s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ) ,  P a p a t a x i a r c h i s  d e s c r ib e s  t h e  l a t t e r  ( in  tw o  M y t i le n ia n  

v i lla g e s )  a s  b e in g  f u n c t io n le s s ,  s t r u c tu r e le s s ,  e x c lu s iv e ly  m a le ,  a n d  r e m o v e d  f r o m  

im p l ic a t io n s  o f  e x c h a n g e  a n d  r e c ip r o c i ty ,  a n d  ‘i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a n y  m a te r i a l  p r o o f ’ 

( ib id :2 6 ).

A c ts  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  a r e  g r a d e d ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  s o m e o n e  is  a  c lo s e  f r ie n d  o r  r e la t io n ,  

th e  le s s e r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  f o r m a l  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  w h ic h  is  n e v e r  g iv e n  t o  fa m ily ,  a n d  is  le ss  

r i tu a l i z e d  a n d  s p e c if ic  w i th  c lo s e  fr ie n d s .  T h i s  is  in  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  t o  g o s s ip :  t h e  c lo s e r  

a  r e la t io n s h ip ,  th e  le s s  t h e  g o s s ip ,  w h ic h  is n e v e r  d is c lo s e d  a b o u t  o n e ’s  fa m ily ,  a n d  

r a r e ly  a b o u t  c lo s e  fr ie n d s .  T h e r e  is  a  c o d e  o f  p r a c t i c e  in  h o s p i t a l i ty ;  f o r  i n s ta n c e ,  a  

w o m a n  c a n n o t  in v i te  a  m a le  g u e s t  t o  h e r  h o u s e  ( o r  v ic e  v e r s a )  w i t h o u t  th e r e  b e in g  

s t r o n g  im p l i c a t io n s  o f  s e x u a l  in te n t io n s .  I n t e r - s e x u a l  f r ie n d s h ip  is  i n c o m p r e h e n s ib le ,  

a n d  a lw a y s  in d ic a te s  a  s e x u a l  l i a i s o n  t o  o b s e r v e r s  (cf. P a p a t a x i a r c h i s  1986 :1). 

H o s p i t a l i ty  is  o ff e re d  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  ‘r u le s ’, a n d  is  n o t  o f f e re d  in d i s c r im in a te ly ,  a s  

i t  m ig h t  a p p e a r .  C e r t a i n  c a te g o r ie s  o f  p e o p le  n e v e r  q u a l i fy  a s  g u e s ts ,  s u c h  a s  g y p s ie s  

(w h o  a r e  a v o id e d  a t  m o s t  le v e ls  o f  in t e r a c t io n )  a n d  c e r t a in  t o u r i s t s  ( p a r t i c u l a r ly  t h o s e  

in  l a r g e  g r o u p s ,  o r  p o o r ,  s c ru ffy  fo re ig n e rs ) .  V e ry  fe w  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  a r e  e v e r  

w e lc o m e d  o r  e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  d i r e c t  p e c u n ia r y  i n t e r a c t i o n  t a k i n g  p la c e ,  a n d  

h ip p ie s  (c h i p p i d h e s ) a n d  ‘l a y a b o u t  t o u r i s t s ’ (a l i t o t o u r i s t e s ) a r e  b e l ie v e d  t o  ‘a b u s e  th e  

s y s te m ’ (H e rz f e ld  1987 : c o n s u l t e d  w h e n  in  p re s s ) . T h e y  in v e r t  ‘th e  f r a m e  o f  re fe re n c e  

t h a t  o p p o s e s  th e  p o v e r ty  o f  G r e e k s  t o  t h e  w e a l th  o f  f o r e ig n e r s ’ ( id e m ), a n d  m a y  w e ll 

‘fa il to  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h e  b e s to w a l  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  n o t  o n ly  a  p r iv i le g e , b u t  o n e  t h a t  

c o n f e r s  a  r e c ip r o c a l  o b l ig a t io n  t o  o ff e r  r e s p e c t ’ ( ib id : 13). T h i s  a l s o  a p p l ie s  to  

h o s p i t a l i t y  g iv e n  t o  G r e e k  f r ie n d s  a n d  a q u a in t a n c e s ,  a n d  a  g u e s t  s h o u ld  n o t  a c c e p t  

h o s p i t a l i t y  u n le s s  h e  o r  s h e  is  a b le  t o  r e tu r n  t h e  p r iv i le g e  in  s o m e  w a y . I t  is  a l s o  g o o d  

m a n n e r s  t o  t a k e  a  s m a l l  g if t  o r  o f f e r in g  ( s o m e  c a k e s ,  c h o c o la te s ,  o r  a  b o t t l e  o f  

a lc o h o l ,  f o r  e x a m p le )  w h e n  v is i t in g  a  h o u s e h o ld .

T h e  a b i l i ty  t o  g iv e  h o s p i t a l i t y  w e ll is  a  s o c ia l  a r t ,  a n d  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  

s t a n d in g ,  a n d  p r o p r ie ty ;  i t  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  is  e c o n o m ic a l ly  c o m f o r ta b le  

e n o u g h  to  g iv e  a w a y  g e n e r o u s ly  (cf. d u  B o u la y  1974 :3 8 ). W h i le  a  w o m a n  is  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  m a k e  h o s p i t a l i t y  a s  i t  s h o u ld  b e ,  t o  re f in e  it, a n d  t o  o ff e r  r e f r e s h m e n ts  (w h ic h  a s  

n o u r i s h m e n t  in  th e  h o m e ,  is  th e  r e a lm  o f  fe m a le s ) ,  i t  is  th e  m a n  w h o  o f te n  

o v e r w h e lm s  t h e  s t r a n g e r  w i th  h is  g e n e r o s i ty ,  a n d  w h o  c a n  e m e r g e  a s  t h e  h e r o  o f  th e  

p e r f o r m a n c e .  G iv in g  re c k le s s  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  s t r a n g e r s ,  w h o  a r e  u n l ik e ly  e v e r  t o  b e  

a b le  t o  r e p a y  t h e  f a v o u r ,  c a n  b e  v ie w e d  in  t e r m s  o f  th e  G r e e k  ‘h e r o ic  id e a l ’; t h e  h o s t  

a b a n d o n s  t h e  o r d i n a r y  r o u t in e s  o f  d a i ly  life , t o  a s s u m e  a  ‘h e r o ic  p o s e ’ ( M a c N e i l l  

1978 :18 ). I n  t h e  th e o r e t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f ‘h o n o u r  a n d  s h a m e ’, h o s p i t a l i t y  is  in e v i t a b ly  

a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a  n o b le  s p i r i t  w h ic h  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  p e r s o n ’s  h o n o u r  ( a l t h o u g h  

I  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  to  t a lk  a b o u t  ‘g o o d  n a m e ’ o r  ‘g o o d  r e p u t a t i o n ’). I f  g o s s ip  d e t r a c t s  

f r o m  h o n o u r  a n d  b r in g s  s h a m e ,  g iv in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  d o e s  t h e  re v e rs e .

2 .  T h e  A c t  o f  H o s p i t a l i t y

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  u n d e r ly in g  te n s io n s  a n d  is s u e s ,  th e r e  is  o f te n  a  g e n u in e ly  

‘s p o n t a n e o u s ’ p l e a s u r e  in  b e in g  h o s p i t a b le .  O n e  f e a tu r e  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  c e r t a in ly  th e  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  (d h i a s k e d h a s i ) v a lu e ;  t h e  h o s t  n o t  o n ly  e n t e r t a i n s  th e  g u e s t ,  b u t  is 

e n t e r t a in e d  in  t u r n .  A s  w i th  g o s s ip ,  t h e r e  is  in t e r e s t  a n d  a m u s e m e n t  in  g iv in g  

h o s p i t a l i ty ;  th e  s t r a n g e r  is a  d iv e r t in g  w a y  o f  m a k in g  ‘th e  h o u r  p a s s ’ ( p e r n a e i  i  o r a ) ,  

j u s t  a s  te le v is io n  o r  r e a d in g  m a y  b e . T h e  n o v e l ty  v a lu e  o f  th e  g u e s t  is  re f le c te d  in  t h e



130 S o f k a  Z i n o v i e f f

c u r io s i ty  t h a t  is  d i r e c te d  t o w a r d s  s t r a n g e r s :  a n s w e r in g  q u e s t io n s ,  a n d  g iv in g  in f o r 

m a t i o n  is  a  k in d  o f  r e p a y m e n t  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l i ty ;  t h e  g u e s t  e n t e r t a in s  a s  w e ll a s  b e in g  

e n t e r t a in e d .

I n  N a f p l io n  th e r e  a r e  fe w e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  o f f e r in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a n  in  v i l la g e s ,  a n d  

t h e r e  is  c o n s e q u e n t ly  le ss  h o s p i t a l i ty .  N a p f l io te s  a r e  k n o w n ,  a n d  d e s c r ib e  th e m s e lv e s  

a s  ‘c lo s e d ’ a n d  ‘i n h o s p i ta b le ’ (a f i l o k s e n o i ) c o m p a r e d  w i th  o t h e r  G r e e k s .  A l th o u g h  I  

r a r e ly  e x p e r ie n c e d  th is  a l le g e d  c o ld n e s s ,  i t  c o u ld  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  u r b a n  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  to w n :  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  h i s to r i c a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  o u t s id e r s  ( in c lu d in g  

s o ld ie r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  s a i lo r s ,  a n d  t o u r i s t s )  d e n ie s  th e m  n o v e l ty  s t a tu s ,  t h e  w e a l th  o f  m a n y  

c i t iz e n s  g iv e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  n e w  a l l ia n c e s  le ss  c h a r m ,  a n d  t h e r e  is  m o r e  e n t e r t a i n 

m e n t  ( s u c h  a s  c in e m a s ,  o r g a n iz e d  s o c ie t ie s ,  a n d  p la c e s  in  w h ic h  t o  d r in k  a n d  d in e  

o u t )  t h a n  in  m o s t  v i l la g e s .9 N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  lo w e r  d e g r e e  o f  w e lc o m e  e x te n d e d  

to  s o m e  o u t s id e r s ,  g iv in g  a n d  t a k in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  a  w e ll e s ta b l i s h e d  w a y  o f  p a s s in g  

r i e n t e d  s p a c e  o f  th e  ‘in s id e ’ ( m e s a ) .  T h e r e  is  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  th e  ( a t  le a s t  

s y m b o l ic a l ly )  d i s o r d e r e d ,  in s e c u r e  ‘o u t s id e ’ (e x o ), ‘o f  th e  r o a d ’ ( t o u  d h r o m o n ), w i th  th e  

o r d e r e d ,  s e c u re ,  sa fe  ‘in s id e ’ o f  t h e  h o m e .

T h e  s o lu t io n  t o  t h e  v u ln e r a b i l i ty  o f  th e  fa m ily  in  g iv in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  im p lic i t  

in  t h e  s t r ic t ly  d e f in e d  p r o c e d u r e ,  a n d  th e  s p a c e  in  w h ic h  i t  o c c u rs .  U n t i l  r e c e n t ly ,  

e v e ry  h o u s e  in  N a f p l io n  (e x c e p t  fo r  th e  v e ry  p o o r e s t )  h a d  a  r o o m  e s p e c ia l ly  i n t e n d e d  

f o r  o f f e r in g  h o s p i t a l i t y — th e  s a l o n i  o r  s a la .  A n  a p p r o x im a te  e q u iv a le n t  t o  th e  

o u t m o d e d  f r o n t  p a r l o u r  o f  B r i t is h  h o m e s ,  i t  is  r e s e r v e d  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  

e n t e r t a in in g ,  a n d  is o th e r w is e  k e p t  s h u t t e r e d  a n d  u n u s e d .  T h e  s a l o n i  is t h e  f r o n t  o r  

th e  s h o w  p ie c e  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o ld ,  a n d  c o n ta in s  th e  b e s t  f u r n i tu r e .  N o r m a l ly  p a r t  o f  

t h e  w ife ’s  d o w r y ,  th is  a lw a y s  in c lu d e s  a  th r e e - p ie c e  s u i te ,  a n d  a  h e a v y  s id e b o a r d  o r  

d r e s s e r .  F r a m e d  p h o t o g r a p h s  a r e  d i s p la y e d  o f  t h e  fa m ily  a t  v a r io u s  s ta g e s  o f  

t h e i r  life: a t  w e d d in g s ;  a s  b a b ie s ;  in  u n i f o r m ;  a n d  in  f o r m a l  p o s e s  in  s tu d io s .  

T h e s e  p ic tu r e s  r e s e m b le  t h e  r e l ig io u s  i c o n s  o w n e d  b y  m a n y  h o u s e s ,  o n ly  th e y  

s t a n d  f o r  t h e  s a c r e d  a n d  s e c u la r  id e a ls  o f  t h e  fa m ily  r a t h e r  t h a n  O r t h o d o x  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  ( C r a w f o r d  1 9 84 :215 ).

T h e  s a l o n i  is  a lw a y s  k e p t  s p o t le s s ly  c le a n ;  i t  r e f le c ts  a  h o u s e w if e ’s a b i l i ty  a s  a  

h o m e - m a k e r ,  a n d  in d ic a te s  h e r  f in a n c ia l  p o s i t io n  t o  o u ts id e r s .  T h e  h o s te s s  u s e s  h e r  

b e s t  s e rv ic e s  (e s p e c ia l ly  s m a l l ,  d a in ty  d is h e s  a n d  g la ss e s ) ,  w h ic h  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  

h e r  s o c ia l  s t a tu s .  F a m i ly  s i lv e r  a n d  c h in a  ( in  a d d i t i o n  t o  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  d e c o r a t i o n )  

a r e  d i s p la y e d  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  e c o n o m ic  s t r e n g th  a n d  c la s s ,  a n d  n o t  o n ly  h o m e ly  

v ir tu e s .  M o s t  fa m il ie s  d o  n o t  u s e  th e  s a l o n i ,  b u t  s i t ,  w a tc h  te le v is io n  a n d  liv e  in  th e  

k a t h i s t i k o  ( a n  in f o r m a l  ‘s i t t in g  r o o m ’). I f  a  g u e s t  is  a  f r ie n d  o r  v is i ts  in f o r m a l ly  (a s  I  

o f te n  d id ) ,  t h e  h o s t  o r  h o s te s s  w ill a s k  ( o r  e v e n  a s s u m e )  w h e th e r  ‘in s id e ’ ( m e s a )  is n o t  

p r e f e r a b le  t o  th e  s a l o n i .  T h is  im p lie s  t h a t  f o r m a l  h o s p i t a l i t y  c a n  b e  d o n e  a w a y  w ith ,  

a n d  th e  g u e s t  m a y  e n t e r  f u r th e r  in s id e  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ’s  p h y s ic a l  a n d  

s y m b o l ic  o r  m o r a l  s p a c e . T h e  s a l o n i  is a lw a y s  u s e d  if  a  g u e s t  is f o r m a l ly  in v i te d ,  o r  

i f  t h e r e  is a n y  d i s ta n c e  in  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .11 T h e  r o o m  d e m a n d s  d ig n if ie d  b e h a v io u r ,  

a n d  is  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  p r o p r ie ty ,  p o l i te n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  o ff ic ia l  f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  

h o u s e h o ld .

A  h o s te s s  t a k e s  s p e c ia l  c a r e  o f  h e r  o w n  a p p e a r a n c e  w h e n  u s in g  t h e  s a l o n i .  M o s t  

N a f p l io t e  h o u s e w iv e s  w e a r  c o n t r a s t i n g  h o m e  c lo th e s ,  a n d  g o o d ,  s m a r t  c lo th e s  fo r  

w h e n  th e y  g o  o u t .  I n s id e ,  th e y  w e a r  a n  o ld  d re s s ,  d r e s s in g  g o w n  o r  n ig h t - d r e s s ,  

s l ip p e r s  o r  c a s u a l  s h o e s ,  a n d  n o  m a k e - u p .  W h e n  th e y  r e tu r n  f r o m  a  t r i p  o u t s id e  in  

t h e  to w n  in  t h e i r  s m a r t  o u t f i t ,  th e y  w ill u s u a l ly  c h a n g e  in to  h o u s e  c lo th e s  a n d
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r e m o v e  th e  m a k e - u p .  T h e r e f o r e ,  u n l ik e  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  s a l o n i  c o r r e s p o n d s  

m o r e  t o  th e  o u t s id e  re a lm . W h e n  g u e s ts  a r r iv e ,  th e y  a r e  s h o w n  in to  th e  s a l o n i ,  a n d  

a r e  s e r v e d  s o m e  r e f r e s h m e n t .  T h e  c la s s ic  o f f e r in g  is a  ‘s w e e t  o f  th e  s p o o n ’ ( g l i k o  t o u  

k o u t a l i o u )  o n  a  s m a l l  s a u c e r ,  w i th  a  g la s s  o f  w a te r ,  a n d  s e r v e d  o n  a  t r a y ,  l ik e  a n y th in g  

c o n s u m a b le .  A l te r n a t iv e ly ,  c o ffee  o r  a  l i q u e u r  o f  s o m e  s o r t  is d r u n k ,  a n d  th e  s a l o n i  

o f te n  c o n ta in s  s m a l l  d is h e s  o f  b is c u i t s  (k o u l o u r a k i a ) o r  c h o c o la te s ,  w h ic h  a r e  

p e r m a n e n t ly  r e a d y  f o r  v is i to r s .  I n  th e  p a s t ,  h o u s e w iv e s  m a d e  t h e i r  ‘s w e e ts  o f  th e  

s p o o n ’, l iq u e u r s ,  a n d  c a k e s ,  b u t  t o d a y  th e s e  a r e  n o r m a l ly  b o u g h t  f r o m  p a t i s s e r ie s  

( z a h a r o p l a s t e i a ) .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  m a n y  h o u s e h o ld s  h a v e  a  s e le c t io n  o f  a lc o h o l ic  d r in k s ,  

a n d  w h is k y  o r  s o m e  c o m m e r c ia l  l i q u e u r  m a y  b e  d r u n k .

T h e  g u e s t  is  o ff e re d  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  c a n  o ffer , t h o u g h  a lw a y s  f o o d  a n d  

d r in k  f o r  e n t e r t a in in g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  ‘r e a l ’ f o o d  ( f a y i t o )  s u c h  a s  th e  fa m ily  e a ts  a t  m e a ls ;  

a n d  th e  c o n s u m a b le s  a r e  m o s t ly  s w e e t . I t  is  r e la t iv e ly  r a r e  in  N a f p l io n  t o  in v i te  

p e o p le  t o  d in e  a t  h o m e , a n d  w h i le  a  h o s t  m a n y  p r o v id e  ‘s o m e  s n a c k s ’ ( k a n e n a  m e z e ) ,  

f r ie n d s  t e n d  to  g o  o u t  to  e a t .  T h e  h o s te s s  e n c o u r a g e s  h e r  g u e s ts  to  c o n s u m e  a s  m u c h  

a s  p o s s ib le ,  a n d  w ill r e p e a te d ly  p r e s s  h im  o r  h e r  t o  e a t  m o r e ,  r a t h e r  l ik e  th e  

a r c h e ty p a l  G r e e k  m o t h e r  p e r s u a d in g  h e r  c h i ld  t o  e a t .  A s  w ith  c h i ld r e n ,  th e  h o s te s s  

fee ls  s a t is f ie d  o n ly  i f  h e r  g u e s ts  e a t  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  a n d  d o  ju s t ic e  t o  h e r  fo o d .

H o s p i t a l i ty  t a k e s  p la c e  in  a  l im in a l ,  m a r g in a l  s p a c e , a n d  th e  f o o d  a n d  d r in k  

s e rv e d  is n o t  o f  a  n o u r i s h in g ,  l i fe -g iv in g  s o r t .  T h e  s a l o n i  p r e v e n t s  th e  o u t s id e r  

f r o m  e n te r in g  th e  r e a l  f a m ily  s p a c e ,  fo c u s s e d  in  m a n y  h o u s e s  o n  th e  k i tc h e n ;  

th e  f e m a le - d o m in a te d  r o o m  w h e re  m o s t  fa m ilie s  e a t .  A  c o u p le  o r  f a m ily  p e r f o r m  

w ith  o n e  a n o t h e r  to  a c h ie v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  e ffe c t, w h ic h  is  a  f o r m  o f  id e a l i z a t io n ,  

e p i to m iz e d  b y  th e  fa m ily  p h o t o g r a p h s  (G o f fm a n  1 9 6 9 :3 1 -4 3 ).  G iv in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  to  

a  f o r e ig n e r  m a y  b e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e m p h a s iz e  G r e e k n e s s ,  t o  e x p la in  G r e e k  

c u s to m s ,  t o  o ff e r  ‘G r e e k  f o o d ’ ( r a th e r  t h a n  j u s t  fo o d ) ,  a n d  to  d is c u s s  G r e e c e  o r  th e  

G r e e k  c h a r a c te r .  I n  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  f r o n t  s ta g e  in  t h e  t h e a t r e  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  th e  

b a c k s ta g e  r e g io n ,  w h e re  t h e  p e r f o r m e r  m a y  ‘d r o p  h is  f r o n t ’ (G o f fm a  1 969 :97 ). T h e  

m o r e  o f  a n  o u t s id e r  th e  v i s i to r  is, th e  le ss  h e  is a l lo w e d  in s id e  th e  p h y s ic a l  a n d  

s y m b o l ic  sp a c e .

N a f p l io te s  a r e  n o t  a lo n e  in  c o m p la in in g  t h a t  h o s p i t a l i t y  is  d e c r e a s in g  in  G re e c e . 

T h e y  l in k  th is  w i th  o t h e r  s o c ia l  d e t e r io r a t i o n s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  t h e  s e lf i s h n e s s  t h a t  th e y  

s a y  c h a r a c te r i z e s  m o d e r n  life. H o s p i t a l i ty  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  e x is t  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  

u s e d  to ,  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  f a c to r s  in  c o n t e m p o r a r y  N a f p l io n  ( a n d  G re e c e )  c a u s e  i t  

to  b e  le ss  n e c e s s a ry ,  a n d  o f  le ss  in te r e s t .  F i r s t ,  th e  e v e r - r i s in g  s t a n d a r d  o f  l iv in g  

h a s  g iv e n  p e o p le  g r e a t e r  s e c u r i ty ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  id e a l  w o r k  a s  a  s t a te  

e m p lo y e e  (d h i m o s i o s  i p a l l i lo s ) ,  w ith  a  s e c u re  w a g e  a n d  a  p e n s io n .  T h e r e  is  t h e r e f o r e  

le ss  n e e d  f o r  th e  p o t e n t i a l  h e lp  o r  r e c ip r o c a l  f a v o u r s ,  o r  t h e  l in k  to  t h e  ‘o u t s id e ’ 

( o u ts id e  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  o r  a b r o a d )  t h a t  a  s t r a n g e r  m a y  r e p r e s e n t  f o r  a  p o o r  p e r s o n  

o r  a  v i l la g e r .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  in c r e a s in g  p r iv a c y  o f  m o d e r n  G r e e k  life, w i th  n u c le a r  

fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  b lo c k s  o f  f la ts ,  is h a v in g  a n  e ffec t. T h e r e  is  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  o n  th e  

fa m ily ,  a n d  le ss  o n  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  s u c h  a s  in  t h e  n e w  d i s t r i c t  o f  N a f p l io n ,  

m a d e  u p  o f  l i t t l e  b u t  b lo c k s  o f  f la ts .  M o r e o v e r ,  m a n y  f la ts  a r e  n o w  b u i l t  w i th o u t  

a  s a l o n i ,  a n d  i t  is  c o n s id e r e d  m o r e  ‘E u r o p e a n ’ a n d  m o r e  ‘m o d e r n ’ to  h a v e  o n e  l iv in g  

r o o m  f o r  b o t h  fa m ily  a n d  g u e s ts .  T h i s  a l t e r s  t h e  w h o le  t o n e  o f  h o s p i t a l i ty ;  a s  g u e s ts  

m u s t  c o m e  r i g h t  in s id e  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  th e  fa m ily ,  m o r e  d i s t a n t  a q u a in t a n c e s  o r  

s t r a n g e r s  a r e  le ss  w e lc o m e — th e r e  is  n o  sa fe , l im in a l  a r e a  in  w h ic h  t o  c o n d u c t  

h o s p i t a l i ty .
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A  th i r d  f a c to r  is t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  is  b e c o m in g  le ss  o f  a  re fu g e  fo r  t h e  c h a s t i ty  a n d  

v i r tu e  o f  w o m e n  in  N a f p l io n .  A  f o u r th  c h a n g e  is  t h a t  e n t e r t a in in g  ( p a r t ic u l a r ly  th e  

s t r a n g e r )  is  n o w  m u c h  le ss  o f  a  n o v e l ty .  I m p r o v e m e n t s  in  c o m m u n ic a t i o n ,  t e c h n o l 

o g y  f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  ( s u c h  a s  te le v is io n  a n d  v id e o ),  a n d  t r a v e l  fa c i l it ie s ,  m a k e  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  life  f a s te r ,  fu lle r , a n d  w i th  m o r e  d i s t r a c t io n s .  F in a l ly ,  to u r i s m  m a k e s  

t h e  s t r a n g e r  a  c o m m o n  p la c e ,  e v e r y d a y  c a te g o r y  o f  p e r s o n ,  a s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  th e m  

p a s s  t h r o u g h  N a f p l io n  c o n s ta n t ly .  F e w  to u r i s t s  h a v e  m u c h  t o  o ffer , n o t  j u s t  

f in a n c ia l ly  ( a n d  in c r e a s in g ly  w ith  c h e a p ,  m a s s  t o u r i s m ,  m a n y  a r e  re la t iv e ly  p o o r ) ,  b u t  

in  te r m s  o f  t h e i r  s t a tu s  a n d  t h e i r  in te r e s t .  M o r e o v e r ,  fe w  G r e e k s  c a n  a f fo rd  to  b e  

h o s p i t a b l e  w i th  t o u r i s t s  in  t h e  m o r e  in d i s c r im in a te ,  t r u s t i n g  w a y  o f  s o m e  v il la g e rs ,  

a s  i t  w o u ld  b e  p r o h ib i t iv e ly  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  t im e - c o n s u m in g .  S u r p r i s in g ly  p e r h a p s ,  

h o s p i t a l i t y  d o e s  s t ill  e x is t ,  a n d  in  s p i te  o f  m a s s  t o u r i s m ,  m a n y  t o u r i s t s  a r e  g e n e r o u s ly  

h e lp e d  a n d  e n te r t a in e d .

C o n c lu s io n

G o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  a n t i t h e t i c a l  a s p e c ts  o f  t h e  G r e e k  c h a r a c te r ,  

b u t  th e y  s h a r e  m a n y  u n d e r ly in g  f e a tu re s .  B o th  c o n c e r n  a p p e a r a n c e s :  g o s s ip  fo rc e s  

p e o p le  to  c o n f o r m  to  s o c ia l  e x p e c ta t io n s  a n d  to  t a k e  c a r e  o f  w h a t  o u t s id e r s  (f ro m  

th e  h o u s e h o ld )  see , a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a l lo w s  p e o p le  t o  p r e s e n t  th e m s e lv e s  in  a  c e r t a in  

w a y  to  o u t s id e r s .  T h e y  d iffe r ,  in  t h a t  t h e  in d iv id u a l  is  p a s s iv e ly  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t ,  

w h e r e a s  h e  o r  s h e  a c t iv e ly  g iv e s  h o s p i t a l i ty .  B u t  g o s s ip  is a ls o  e x c h a n g e d ,  a n d  c a n  

b e  g iv e n  o r  w i th h e ld ,  a n d  a  h o s t  o r  h o s te s s  is in  a n  id e a l  s i t u a t i o n  t o  g iv e  o r  re c e iv e  

g o s s ip .  W h i le  h o s p i t a l i t y  p r o m o te s  t h e  g o o d  r e p u ta t i o n  ( o r  h o n o u r )  o f  th e  h o s t ,  

g o s s ip  is a s s o c ia te d  w i th  t h e  b a d  r e p u t a t i o n  ( o r  s h a m e )  o f  th e  i n d iv id u a l  w h o  is 

g o s s ip e d  a b o u t ,  a n d  w h o  g o s s ip s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  i t  c a n  o n ly  b e  s h a m e f u l  n o t  t o  g iv e  

h o s p i t a l i ty .  H o w e v e r ,  g o s s ip  c a n  b e  u s e d  to  e s ta b l i s h  a n  h o n o u r a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n ,  a s  

w e ll a s  a  s h a m e f u l  o n e ,  s o  th e  is s u e  b e c o m e s  c lo u d e d .

G o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  b o th  a l lo w  in te r a c t iv e ,  r e c ip r o c a l  r e la t io n s h ip s .  A  g o s s ip  

r e v e a ls  h is  s to r y  a s  a  v e r b a l  g if t, a n d  c r e a te s  a  s i t u a t i o n  o f  c o n s p i r a c y  a n d  a l le g ia n c e  

w i th  th e  l i s te n in g  p a r ty .  A  g u e s t  re c e iv e s  f a r  m o r e  f r o m  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a n  i n f o r m a t io n ,  

b u t  is  o b l ig e d  t o  r e p a y  th is ,  a t  le a s t  w i th  r e s p e c t  f o r  h is  h o s t .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r e c e iv e r  

o f  g o s s ip  m a y  d is l ik e  a n d  o b je c t  t o  th e  g o s s ip  b e in g  e x c h a n g e d ,  a n d  m a y  e v e n  d e s p is e  

th e  g iv e r .  E n t e r t a in m e n t  is  a  q u a l i t y  s h a r e d  b y  g o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i ta l i ty ,  a n d  b o t h  a r e  

a l t e r n a t iv e s  t o  th e  e v e r y d a y ,  p o s s ib ly  d u l l  o r  m o n o t o n o u s  w o r k  o r  h o m e  e n v i r o n 

m e n ts .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e y  a r e  w a y s  o f  d e f in in g  in s id e r s  a n d  o u t s id e r s ,  a n d  o f  f ix in g  

s o c ia l  b o u n d a r ie s ,  a n d  m o r a l  c o d e s  a n d  b o u n d a r ie s .  B o th  g o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  e x is t 

m o r e  in  v i l la g e s ,  a n d  le s s  in  c it ie s , a n d  b o t h  a r e  c h a n g in g  w i th  m o d e r n ,  u r b a n  

life— th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  s a lo n i  in  t h e  n e w  f la ts  a l t e r s  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  h o s p i t a l i ty ,  a n d  

th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  s e n s e  o f  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  in  t h e  n e w  d i s t r i c t s  in h ib i t s  g o s s ip .

F in a l ly ,  g o s s ip  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a r e  d i r e c t ly  r e la te d  t o  t h e  a n th r o p o l o g i s t  a n d  

f ie ld w o r k .  I  r e l ie d  o n  t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  o f  N a f p l io te s  fo r  b o t h  d u r in g  m y  s ta y : w i th o u t  

g o s s ip  I c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  l e a r n e d  in n u m e r a b le  p ie c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t io n ,  a n d  h o s p i ta l i ty  

g a v e  m e  a  v a lu a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n t e r  h o u s e h o ld s .  I  w a s  w e lc o m e d  in  N a f p l io n  a s  

a  s t r a n g e r - f o r e ig n e r  (K s e n i ), a n d  l a t e r  a s  a  f r ie n d , a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  I  r e c e iv e d  m u c h  

g e n e r o s i ty  a n d  k in d n e s s .  I t  w a s  a lm o s t  m o r e  o f  a  p r iv i le g e , h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  I  w a s  

c o n s id e r e d  e n o u g h  o f  a n  i n s id e r  b y  c e r t a in  p e o p le ,  t o  b e  g o s s ip e d  w ith .  A ls o , in  

c o m m o n  w i th  in s id e r s ,  I  h a d  to  c o n t e n d  w i th  b e in g  g o s s ip e d  a b o u t ,  b u t  a s  s o m e o n e
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k e e n  t o  h e a r  g o s s i p ,  a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  c a n n o t  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n

a d d i t i o n  t o  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  w o r d  f o r  g o s s i p  i s

a n t h r o p o l o g o s ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  m o d e r n  G r e e k  f o r  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t .

N o t e s

1 .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  c h a p t e r  o f  m y  P h . D .  t h e s i s  ( D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c i a l  A n t h r o 

p o l o g y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a m b r i d g e ,  1 9 8 9 ) .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  f r o m  

1 9 8 5 - 1 9 8 7 .

2 .  D u  B o u l a y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  e t y m o l o g y  o f  t h e  G r e e k  k o u ts o m b o l io  ( g o s s i p )  i s  f r o m  k o u ts o s  

( l a m e )  a n d  b o lia z o  ( t o  g r a f t ) ;  i m p l y i n g  a n  i m p e r f e c t  o r  f a l s e  p i e c i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  

( d u  B o u l a y  1 9 7 4 : 2 0 1 ) .

3 .  T h i s  i s  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  m a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  ‘h o n o u r ’,  i n  G r e e c e  a n d  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  

w h i c h  i s  b o t h  s e l f - r e g a r d ,  a n d  t h e  w a y  t h a t  o t h e r s  p e r c e i v e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ( a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ) ,  

a n d  r e c o g n i s e  h i s  s t a t u s .  I n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  g o s s i p  i n  N a f p l i o n ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  ‘r e p u t a t i o n ’

( f i m i ) ,  o r  ‘n a m e ’ (o n o m a )  i s  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  h o n o u r  ( t i m i );  i t  w o u l d  b e  r a r e  

f o r  s o m e o n e  i n  N a f p l i o n  t o  m e n t i o n  h o n o u r  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .

4 .  M c F a r l a n e  m a k e s  a  s i m i l a r  p o i n t  a b o u t  a  N o r t h e r n  I r i s h  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h o  

c a n  b e  g o s s i p e d  a b o u t ,  t h e  ‘r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  g o s s i p e r s  i s  a l l - i m p o r t a n t . ’ G o s s i p  

c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  c r e a t i n g  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  o r  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  g a u g i n g  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  

o f  a  g i v e n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ’ ( M c F a r l a n e  1 9 7 7 : 1 1 7 ) .

5 .  T h i s  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  G r e e c e ,  b u t  i s  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m e d i a  f o r  

d i s a s t e r s :  t h e  w o r s e  a n d  m o r e  g r u e s o m e  t h e  d i s a s t e r ,  t h e  ‘b e t t e r ’ t h e  n e w s  s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  

m o r e  p e o p l e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  i t  i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l .

6 .  A  c o m m o n  e x p r e s s i o n  u s e d  t o  c o m p l i m e n t  s o m e o n e  o n  t h e i r  g o o d  l o o k s  i s  t o  c a r i c a t u r e  

a  s p i t :  ‘t s o u  t o  y o u ’ ( t s o u  so u ) ,  w h i c h  i s  s a i d  t o  k e e p  o f f  t h e  e v i l  e y e ,  i n  c a s e  p e o p l e  s e e  

s u c h  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  a n d  a r e  j e a l o u s .

7 .  F r i e d l  w r i t e s  h o w  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  V a s s i l i k a  ( a  v i l l a g e  i n  B o e t i a )  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  b y  

t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a s  t h i e v e s  a n d  a s  i n h o s p i t a b l e  ( F r i e d l  1 9 6 2 : 1 0 4 ) .  T h u s  t h e  l a c k  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  

i s  u s e d  t o  d e n i g r a t e  o u t s i d e r s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  h o s p i t a b l e  i n s i d e r s  ( w h e t h e r  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

n a t i o n ,  r e g i o n  o r  c o m m u n i t y ) .

8 .  T h e  P o l i s h  w o r d  f o r  h o s p i t a l i t y  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  f o r  r e v e n g e ,  t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a l l i a n c e  

o f  t h e  t w o  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  s e t s  o f  e m o t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  ( B r u c e  D a k o w s k i :  p e r s o n a l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) .

9 .  N a f p l i o n  h a s  a  s t r o n g  b o u r g e o i s  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e a l t h y .  I t s  c i t i z e n s  a r e  

l a r g e l y  w h i t e - c o l l a r  w o r k e r s  o r  m e r c h a n t s :  e m p l o y e e s  i n  s t a t e - r u n  b u r e a u c r a t i c  o r g a n i z 

a t i o n s ;  s h o p - k e e p e r s ;  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  l a r g e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y ;  a n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i s  a  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y .

1 0 .  T h e  K u r a n k o  o f  S i e r r a  L e o n e  s e e  g i f t  g i v i n g  t o  g u e s t s  a s  a  w a y  o f  d i s a r m i n g  t h e m ;  b y -  

m a k i n g  t h e m  i n d e b t e d ,  a n d  t h u s  d i s i n c l i n e d  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  i n i m i c a l  t o  t h e  h o s t s  ( M i c h a e l  

J a c k s o n :  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) .

1 1 .  T h e  s a lo n i  i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  u s e d  o n  c e r t a i n  o c c a s i o n s  s u c h  a s  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  b i r t h d a y s  a n d  

n a m e d a y s ,  e n g a g e m e n t  p a r t i e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  2 4  h o u r s  a f t e r  a  d e a t h  a n d  b e f o r e  a  f u n e r a l ,  a n d  

a t  m e m o r i a l s  f o r  t h e  d e a d  ( m n im o s in a ) .  I n  t h e  p a s t  ( a n d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t o d a y )  s o m e  

o f  t h e  g r a n d e r ,  o r  m o r e  w e l l - o f f  h o u s e h o l d s  w o u l d  ‘r e c e i v e ’ ( d h e k e ta i )  v i s i t o r s ,  a n d  b e  

‘o p e n ’ ( a n o ik to )  f o r  f r i e n d s ,  a q u a i n t a n c e s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s ,  a t  f i x e d  t i m e s  ( k n o w n  b y  t h e  

F r e n c h  ‘j o u r s  f i x e s ’) ,  u s u a l l y  o n  a  T h u r s d a y  o r  a  S u n d a y .

R e f e r e n c e s

B e r g e r ,  J o h n .  1 9 8 8 .  P ig  E a r th .  L o n d o n :  T h e  H o g a r t h  P r e s s .

B o k ,  S .  1 9 8 1 .  S e c r e ts .  C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .
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C r a w f o r d ,  S h e e n a .  1 9 8 4 .  P e r s o n  a n d  P la c e  in  K a la v a s o s :  P e r s p e c t iv e s  o n  S o c ia l  C h a n g e  in  a  

G r e e k - C y p r io t  V i lla g e .  P h . D .  T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a m b r i d g e .

d u  B o u l a y ,  J u l i e t .  1 9 7 4 .  P o r t r a i t  o f  a  G r e e k  M o u n ta in  V i lla g e .  O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s .

-------  1 9 7 6 .  L i e s ,  M o c k e r y  a n d  F a m i l y  I n t e g r i t y ,  i n  P e r i s t i a n y  ( e d . ) .  M e d i te r r a n e a n  F a m i ly

S tr u c tu r e s .  C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .

F r i e d l ,  E r n e s t i n e .  1 9 6 2 .  V a s s il ik a :  A  V il la g e  in  M o d e r n  G r e e c e .  N e w  Y o r k :  H o l t ,  R h i n e h a r t  

a n d  W i n s t o n .

G i l m o r e ,  D a v i d  G .  1 9 8 2 .  A n t h r o p o l o g y  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  A r e a ,  A n n u a l  R e v ie w  o f  

A n t h r o p o lo g y  11.

-------  1 9 8 7 .  A g g r e s s io n  a n d  C o m m u n i ty :  P a r a d o x e s  o f  A n d a lu s ia n  C u ltu r e .  N e w  H a v e n  a n d

L o n d o n :  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .

G l u c k m a n . ,  M a x .  1 9 6 3 .  G o s s i p  a n d  S c a n d a l ,  C u r r e n t  A n th r o p o lo g y  4 .3 .

G o f f m a n ,  E r v i n g ,  1 9 6 9 .  T h e  P r e s e n ta t io n  o f  S e l f  in  E v e r y d a y  L i fe .  H a r m o n d s w o r t h :  T h e  

P e n g u i n  P r e s s .

H a v i l a n d ,  J o h n  B e a r d .  1 9 7 7 .  G o ss ip , R e p u ta t io n  a n d  K n o w le d g e  in  Z in a c a n ta n .  C h i c a g o  a n d  

L o n d o n :  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s .

H e r z f e l d ,  M i c h a e l .  1 9 8 5 .  T h e  P o e t ic s  o f  M a n h o o d :  C o n t e s t  a n d  I d e n t i t y  in  a  C r e ta n  M o u n ta in  

V i lla g e .  P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .

-------  1 9 8 7 .  A s  i n  Y o u r  O w n  H o u s e :  H o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  t h e  L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ‘H o n o u r ’ C o n s t r u c t

i n  t h e  C o m p a r a t i v e  E t h n o g r a p h y  o f  C i r c u m - M e d i t e r r a n e a n  C u l t u r e s ,  A m e r ic a n  A n th r o 

p o lo g ic a l A s s o c ia t io n  S p e c ia l  P u b l ic a t io n  2 2 : H o n o u r  a n d  S h a m e  a n d  th e  U n i t y  o f  th e  

M e d i te r r a n e a n .

J a c k s o n ,  M i c h a e l .  1 9 8 2 .  A l le g o r ie s  o f  th e  W i ld e r n e s s .  B l o o m i n g t o n :  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .

L e a c h ,  E d m u n d .  1 9 5 4 .  P o l i t ic a l  S y s te m s  o f  H ig h la n d  B u r m a .  L o n d o n :  G .  B e l l  a n d  S o n s .

M c F a r l a n e ,  G r a h a m .  1 9 7 7 .  G o s s i p  a n d  S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  a  N o r t h e r n  I r i s h  C o m m u n i t y ,  

i n  M i l a n  S t u c h l i k  ( e d . )  G o a ls  a n d  B e h a v io u r .  T h e  Q u e e n s  U n i v e r s i t y  P a p e r s  i n  S o c i a l  

A n t h r o p o l o g y  v o l .  2 .

M c N e i l l ,  W i l l i a m  H .  1 9 7 8 .  T h e  M e ta m o r p h o s is  o f  G r e e c e  S in c e  W o r ld  W a r  T w o .  O x f o r d :  B a s i l  

B l a c k w e l l .

P a i n e ,  R o b e r t .  1 9 6 7 .  W h a t  i s  G o s s i p  A b o u t ?  A n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H y p o t h e s i s .  M A N  2 ,2 .

P a p a t a x i a r c h i s ,  E .  1 9 8 6 .  T h e  S h a r in g  o f  G e n d e r :  M a l e  C o m m e n s a l F r ie n d s h ip  a n d  K i n s h ip  in  

a n  A e g e a n  G r e e k  C o m m u n i ty .  U n p u b l i s h e d  p a p e r  f o r  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  

A e g e a n ,  M y t i l e n e .

S i m m e l ,  G e o r g .  1 9 5 0 .  T h e  S o c io lo g y  o f  G e o rg  S im m e l.  T r a n s l .  a n d  e d .  K u r t  H .  W o l f f .  L o n d o n :  

F r e e  P r e s s  P a p e r b a c k .

T u r n e r ,  T e r e n c e .  1 9 6 9 .  O e d i p u s :  T i m e  a n d  S t r u c t u r e  i n  N a r r a t i v e  F o r m ,  i n  R i c h a r d  F .  S p e n c e r  

( e d . ) ,  F o r m s  o f  S y m b o l ic  A c t io n .  A m e r ic a n  E th n o lo g ic a l  S o c ie ty .  W a s h i n g t o n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

W a s h i n g t o n  P r e s s .


