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The Collected Poems of 
LANGSTON HUGHES 

'"[Hughes] is one of the essenllal figures in American litera­
ture. Hi'i career is much hm;er than the body of hi� poetry 
alone. By hi� work and his example, he has enriched our 
hws_" -The New York Times Hook Review 

"Outspoken, down-to-earth, delighting in the cadences and 
diction of African-American song and speech, Hughes's VIsion 
of America is in many wa�s as timely today as in the decades 
in \vhich these poems were written." 

-Christian Science ,\Janitor 

"In [Hughes's ,-ersel. you hear the bottleneck guitar-playing 
of ... Robert Johnson, the �<HC<Nll of a Y.lilcs Oa,·is trumpet 
solo, the towering nuthority of the Rcn.·rcnd Y.·lartin Luther 
King, Jr.'s oratory." -C/n·e/uml Pluin Dealer 

'"The jo�· inllughes"s poems is his em·iablc ability: to re-create 
the innate rhythms and spark of a people, a ne1ghborhood, a 
city, a country .... We stroll! .en ox AYcm1c \\'ilh a mnn \\'ho is 
e�lternately angn· aud overjo;.cd, celebrating his people as he 
\\·arns them ... !lis focm JJC\ cr ,,-a,·crs. [I Ie] is all of his peo­
ple, and as their voices ,-ary, so does his .... This is the author 
as lnquaciom, unleashed social commentator 1\"ho ...  holds 
up a mirror and shows us the world." -Boston Globe 

"The Hughes who comes across m these pages 1s a true poet of 
the people. Rooted in the black experience, his poem� are 
driven by the same democratic urge that lmpired \�/alt Whit­
man, Carl Sandburg, and William Carlos \Vii hams:· 

-Philadelphia Inquirer 
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Be-Bop Boys 

'Jag 

Imploring Mecca 
to achieve 
six discs 
with Decca. 

Little cullud boys 
with fear�, 
frantic, 

nudge their draftee years. 

Theme for English B 

The instructor said, 

Co home and �<·Tile 
a page tonight. 
And let that page come nut of you­
Then, it will he tnJe. 

I wonder if it's that simple? 
I am twcntv-two, colored, born in \Vinston-Salem. 
I went to s�·hool there, then Durham, then here 
to this college on the hill abO\'C lbrlem. 
1 am the only colored student in my class. 
Thc �tcp� from the hill lead down into Harlem, 
through a park, then I cross St. �icholas, 
F.ighth A\·enue, Seventh, and I come to theY, 
the Harlem Branch Y, where I take the elevator 
up to my room, sit down, and write this page: 

It's not easy to know what is true for you or me 
at twenty-two, my age. Rut I guess I'm what 
T feel and sec and hear, Harlem, I hear you: 



hear you, hear me-we two-you, me, talk 011 thi� page. 
(I hear New York, too.) tde-v..-ho? 
Well, I like to eat, sleep, drink, and he in love. 
1 like to work, read, )cam, .:md understand life. 
I like a pipe for a Christmas present, 
or records- Bessie, hop, or Bach. 
I guess being colored doesn't make me nol l ike 
the same things other folks like who are other races. 
So will my page be colored that I write? 
Being me, it will not be white. 
But it will he 
a pout of you, instructor. 
You are white-
yet a part of me, as I am a part of you. 
That's American. 
Sometimes perhaps you don't want to be a part of me. 
Nor do I often want to he a part of you. 
But we are, that's true! 
A� I learn from you, 
I guess you learn from me­
although you're older-and white­
and somewhat more free. 

This is my page for English B. 

College Formal: Renaissance Casino 

Golden girl 
in a golden gown 
m a melody night 
!!l Harlem town 
lad tall and brown 
tall and wise 
college hoy smart 
eyes m eyes 
the music wraps 
them both around 
in mellow magic 
of dancing sound 
till thev're the heart 
of the whole big tovm 
gold and brown 




