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“|Hughes] is onc of the cssental figures in American litera-
ture. His carcer is much lamger than the body of his poctry
alone. By his work and his example, he has cnriched our
lives.” —The New York Times Book Review

"Outspoken, down-to-carth, delighting in the cadences and
diction of African-American song and spcech, Hughess vision
of America is in many ways as timely today as in the decades
in which these poems were written”

— Christian Science Maenitor

“In [Hughes’s verse], you hear the bottleneck guitar-plaving
of . .. Robert Johnson, the sarcasni of a Miles Davis trumpet
solo, the towering authority of the Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s oratory” —Clevelaml Plain Dealer

“The joy in Hughes’s poems is his enviable ability to re-create
the innate rhythms and spark of a people, a neighborhood, a
citv, a country. .. . Wesstroll Lenox Avenue with a man who is
alternately angry aud overjoved, celebrating his people as he
warnsthem . .. His focus never wavers. [Ile] isall of his peo-
ple, and as their voices vary, so docs his. . . . This is the author
as loquacious, unleashed social commentator who . . . holds
up a mirror and shows us the world.” —Boston Globe

“The Hughes who comes across m these pages 1s a truc poct of
the people. Rooted in the black experience, his poems arc
driven by the same democratic urge that inspired Walt Whit-
man, Carl Sandburg, and William Carlos Williams.”

—Philadelphia Inquirer
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Be-Bop Boys

Imploring Mecca
to achieve

six discs

with Decca.

Little cullud boys
with fears,
frantic,
nudge their draftee ycars.

Pop-a-da!

Theme for English B

The instructor said,

Go home and write

a page tonight.

And let that page come out of you—
Then, it will be true.

I wonder if it's that simple?

I am twentv-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem.
I went to school there, then Durham, then here
to this college on the hill above Harlem.

1 am the only colored student in my class.

The steps from the hill lcad down into Harlem,
through a park, then I cross St. Nicholas,

Fighth Avenue, Seventh, and I come to theY,
the Harlem Branch Y, where I take the elevator
up to my room, sit down, and write this page:

It's not casy to know what is truc for you or e

at twenty-two, my age. But I gucss I'm what
[ feel and sec and hear, Harlem, I hear you:
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hear you, hear me—we two—you, mc, talk on this page.
(I hear New York, too.}) Me —who?

Well, I like to eat, sleep, drink, and he in love.

1 like to work, read, learn, and understand life.

[ like a pipe for a Christmas present,

or records— Bessie, hop, or Bach.

I guess being colored doesn’t make me not like

the same things other folks like who are other races.
So will my pagc be colored that T write?

Being me, it will not be whitc.

But it will be

a part of you, instructor.

You are white—

ycta partof me, as | am a part of vou.

That's American,

Sometimes perhaps you don't want to be a part of me.
Nor do | often wanttohe a part of you.

But we are, that’s true!

As [ learn from vou,

I gucss you lcarn from me—

although you’rc older—and white—

and somewhat morc frec.

This is my page for English B.

College Formal: Renaissance Casino

Golden girl

in a golden gown

m a melody night
in Harlem town

lad tall and brown
tall and wise
college hoy smart
eyes 1n eves

the music wraps
them both around
in mellow magic
of dancing sound
till thev’re the heart
of the whole big town
gold and brown
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