
INTRODUCTION

Sediments constitute an integral and dynamic part of stream
basins, originating from the weathering of minerals and soils
upstream. Natural concentrations of heavy metals as a result
of the weathering processes of mineral deposits can be quite
high in stream sediments close to the deposit, but decrease
with increasing distance downstream, due to dissipating en-
ergy and dilution of sediments from other unpolluting sources
(PLUMLEE, 1999). The premining geochemical signature for
areas around mineral deposits, known as a geochemical back-
ground in pristine areas, or a geochemical baseline in areas
that have experienced anthropogenic activity, is essential to
know for setting realistic reclamation goals after mining at
any proposed or abandoned mines (RUNNELS et al., 1998).

Kerasia and Piavitsa hydrological catchments are adja-
cent basins in the “metallogenic province” of N.E. Chalkidiki
peninsula, west of Stratoni village (Fig. 1), which has a his-

tory of intense mining of sulphide deposits that started around
600 BC and continues today (PERANTONIS, 1994). One of the
future mine development plans in the area is the Skouries
project located some 35 km by road west of Stratoni village.
Skouries is a typical gold-copper porphyry deposit that forms
a near-vertical pipe. The porphyry outcrop is located on a
high plateau about 500 m ASL with no habitation in the im-
mediate vicinity (Fig. 1). Currently, in the wider area only
the Mavres Petres deposit is mined (Fig. 1), since the Madem
Lakkos ore deposit has been exhausted.

The present survey was conducted in collaboration with
Hellenic Gold S.A. with the following objectives: a) to de-
termine the mineralogical and heavy metal composition of
stream sediments within the catchment basins of Kerasia and
Piavitsa prior to any kind of new mining activities, b) to as-
sess the levels of heavy metal stream sediment contamina-
tion in comparison to world average ranges in soil
composition and published median values for soils reported
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ABSTRACT: Heavy metal concentrations in upland stream sediments from Kerasia and the adjacent Piavitsa hydrological catchments, an area of
Tertiary mineralization within metamorphic amphibolite terrain located west of Stratoni village (NE Chalkidiki), were determined to evaluate the geo-
chemical distribution of selected elements prior to any proposed new mining activities and to identify possible factors that can explain their spatial
distribution. A total of 14 stream sediment samples were collected and analysed for Cu, Pb, Zn, Mn, Ni, Cr, Co, As, Sb, Cd and Fe. Results showed
that the majority of stream sediments have high concentration loads of Zn, Mn, As and Sb, whereas certain specific sampling sites showed addition-
ally elevated concentrations of Pb and Cd. On the contrary, Cu, Co, Cr and Ni concentrations are similar to both the world average range of soil com-
position and the median values of soils reported for the wider area of Stratoni. The results reflect the elevated geochemical background of the wider
area due to the presence of various types of mineralization in this old metallogenic province. The application of R-mode factor analysis explained
88% of the total variability by grouping the elements according to their geogenic origin.
Key-words: stream sediments, heavy metals, mineralization, NE Chalkidiki.

ΠΕΡΙΛΗΨΗ: Στην εργασία αυτή προσδιορίστηκαν οι περιεκτικότητες βαρέων µετάλλων σε ιζήµατα ρεµάτων από τις υδρολογικές λεκάνες Κερα-
σιάς και Πιάβιτσας, µια περιοχή όπου απαντά Τριτογενούς περιόδου µεταλλοφορία εντός ενός µεταµορφωµένου πεδίου αµφιβολιτών και η οποία βρί-
σκεται δυτικά του χωριού Στρατωνίου (ΒΑ Χαλκιδική). Σκοπός της έρευνας αυτής ήταν η εκτίµηση της γεωχηµικής κατανοµής επιλεγµένων στοιχείων
πριν από οποιεσδήποτε προταθείσες νέες µεταλλευτικές δραστηριότητες και η αναγνώριση πιθανών παραγόντων που µπορεί να εξηγήσουν τη χω-
ρική κατανοµή τους. Συλλέχθηκαν 14 δείγµατα ιζήµατος ρέµατος και αναλύθηκαν για τα στοιχεία Cu, Pb, Zn, Mn, Ni, Cr, Co, As, Sb, Cd και Fe. Τα
αποτελέσµατα έδειξαν ότι η πλειονότητα των ιζηµάτων ρεµάτων παρουσιάζει υψηλές συγκεντρώσεις Zn, Mn, As και Sb, ενώ ορισµένες ειδικές θέ-
σεις δειγµατοληψίας έδειξαν επιπρόσθετα υψηλές περιεκτικότητες Pb και Cd. Αντίθετα, οι περιεκτικότητες Cu, Co, Cr και Ni εµπίπτουν στο παγκό-
σµιο µέσο εύρος της σύστασης εδαφών και είναι όµοιες µε τις διάµεσες τιµές εδαφών που αναφέρονται για την ευρύτερη περιοχή του Στρατωνίου.
Τα αποτελέσµατα αντανακλούν το υψηλό γεωχηµικό ανάγλυφο της ευρύτερης περιοχής λόγω της παρουσίας διαφόρων τύπων µεταλλοφορίας σε αυτή
τη παλιά µεταλλογενετική επαρχία. Η εφαρµογή της µεθόδου της παραγοντικής R-mode ανάλυσης εξηγεί το 88% της συνολικής διακύµανσης µε την
οµαδοποίηση των στοιχείων σύµφωνα µε τη γεωγενή τους προέλευση.
Λέξεις κλειδιά: ιζήµατα ρεµάτων, βαρέα µέταλλα, µεταλλοφορία, ΒΑ Χαλκιδική.

* Το γεωχηµικό ανάγλυφο βαρέων µετάλλων σε ιζήµατα ρεµάτων µεταλλοφόρων περιοχών της ΒΑ Χαλκιδικής
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for the wider mined area of Stratoni and c) to identify possi-
ble factors that can explain the geochemical element vari-

ability within the study area.
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Fig. 1. Geological map of the studied area, indicating sampling locations and hydrological catchments (after KOCKEL et al., 1977).
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DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDIED AREA

Geological setting

The studied area is located in the eastern Chalkidiki peninsula
within the Greek part of the ‘Serbo-Macedonian Massif’, a
series of metamorphic rocks that extend northward into Bul-
garia and eastern Yugoslavia. The crystalline basement of the
Serbo-Macedonian massif comprises two lithostratigraphic-
tectonic units (KOCKEL et al., 1977): the lower Kerdylia for-
mation and the upper Vertiskos formation, separated by the
NW-striking Stratoni-Varvara fault (Fig. 1), a major struc-
tural feature that dominates the area.

The Kerdylia formation mainly consists of migmatitic bi-
otite gneiss interlayered with several marble horizons, am-
phibolites and hornblende gneiss, whereas the Vertiskos
sequence, outcropping in the studied area, largely includes
biotite-muscovite gneiss and amphibolites with hornblende
amphibolite intercalation (KOCKEL et al., 1977). The regional
metamorphic grade of rocks of the Kerdylia formation falls
within the amphibolite facies (DIXON & DIMITRIADIS, 1984)
while the Vertiskos sequence is at lower metamorphic grade
and has suffered retrograde metamorphism to the greenschist
facies (SAKELLARIOU, 1989).

The rocks of the Serbo-Macedonian massif have been in-
truded by various post-orogenic granitoids of Tertiary age,
which have not been affected by regional metamorphism and
none show any relationship to the regional schistosity
(KOCKEL et al., 1975). In the wider studied area, the earliest
post-tectonic intrusion is represented by the Stratoni gran-
odiorite (27.9±1.2 Ma) (GILG & FREI, 1994), followed by
porphyritic stocks and dikes of granodioritic to quartz dioritic
composition, mainly in the area between Fisoka and Stratoni.

The latest magmatic phase is the Skouries porphyry,
which has been dated at 19.1±0.6 Ma according to FREI,
1995, belonging to a series of dominantly dioritic to andesitic
porphyritic dikes and stocks.

Mineralization

Various ore deposits in the area are strongly related to the
Tertiary intrusive bodies. The Madem Lakkos and Mavres
Petres (Fig. 1) orebodies occur near or within the Stratoni-
Varvara fault and are classified as Pb-Zn-Ag carbonate re-
placement type mineralization. The former, mainly develops
along the contact between the lower marble horizon and the
biotite gneiss of Kerdylia formation, whereas the latter de-
velops along the tectonic contact between the biotite gneiss
of Kerdylia formation and the amphibolites of Vertiskos for-
mation (KALOGEROPOULOS et al., 1989). The major ore sul-
phide minerals are pyrite, sphalerite, galena, arsenopyrite,
and chalcopyrite, with quartz, rhodochrosite and calcite rep-
resenting the gangue minerals (NICOLAOU & KOKONIS, 1980;
KALOGEROPOULOS et al., 1989). Based on ore mineralogy,
textures and geochemistry, mineralization at Madem Lakkos
consists of massive sulphide ore, disseminated sulphide ore

and skarn ore (NEBEL et al., 1991). In addition, the porphyry
Cu-Au deposits in Skouries and Fisoka areas represent an-
other ore type. Mineralization of the porphyry Cu-Au has
been studied by ELIOPOULOS & ECONOMOU-ELIOPOULOS
(1991). They reported that ore minerals mainly include
pyrite, bornite, chalcocite and magnetite in the form of veins,
stockwork and disseminations. Finally, a manganese oxide
mineralization occurs along the Stratoni-Varvara fault, fol-
lowing the same marble horizon with the Mavres Petres and
Madem Lakkos ore bodies. Ore bodies of this type are lo-
cated west of Mavres Petres and represent the final products
of the hydrothermal fluids activity.

Hydrological and water quality characteristics

The hydrological characteristics of the region are typical of
a Mediterranean type climate, with cool, rainy winters and
long, dry, warm summers. Flow rates of the streams are rap-
idly affected by episodic rainfall and present strong varia-
tions according to the pluviometric regime. The studied area
is characterized by mountainous relief, typically around 300
m ASL, and by a well developed dendritic style drainage net-
work with streams originating from the Stratonikon Moun-
tain and flowing within the sub-basins of Piavitsa and Kerasia
(Fig. 1). Both of them discharge their water in Asprolakkas
which has an W-E direction flowing towards the Gulf of
Ierissos. KELEPERTZIS et al., 2010 studied the surface water
chemistry of Asprolakkas watershed throughout an hydro-
logic year and reported that each of the studied basin presents
its own water quality characteristics, being influenced by
metal release from outcrops of the sulphide mineralization
occurring in the wider area. In general, water samples from
Piavitsa present higher concentrations of SO4, Zn, Mn and
As in relation with the stream water from Kerasia catchment.
The latter shows a more uniform chemical composition
whereas water samples at Piavitsa are characterized by ex-
tended variability in the concentrations of their constituents
due to different kind of mineralization occurring upstream
and downstream of this sub-basin. Stream water pH for all
the sampling points is around 8.

Regarding the EU Council Directive 98/83/EEC, Pb, Mn
and As concentrations in Piavitsa basin usually exceed the
parametric values of 10 µg/l, 50 µg/l and 10 µg/l respectively.
Concentrations of all the other elements are lower than the
regulatory limits. Kerasia shows a similar pattern for all the
studied elements, except for the fact that Mn levels are al-
ways below the drinking quality standards.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Collecting and processing samples

During April 2008, a total of 14 samples of active stream sed-
iment were collected by using a hand trowel, preferably near
stream confluences, in order to cover the whole drainage net-
work within Piavitsa and Kerasia catchments. The upper
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layer of bottom sediment was sampled, by collecting material
to make a composite sample over a stream stretch of about
100 m at each sampling location and the samples were put in
clean polyethylene bags for transport. Sampling locations are
depicted in Fig. 1. Specifically, samples F1, F2, E1, E2, E3
and C were collected from Kerasia whereas samples I1, I2, I3
(Tsarkia Lakkos sampling site), K (Lotsaniko stream), L1
(Karatza Lakkos stream), L2, M and D from Piavitsa catch-
ment basin. Over 1kg of bulk active sediment sample was
collected at each sampling site in order to ensure that suffi-
cient fine-grained material would be available for analysis.
The sample preparation was carried out at the Laboratory of
Economic Geology and Geochemistry, National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens. Samples were oven-dried
at a constant temperature of 45 0C for 3 days, sieved to < 2.00
mm fraction representing about 50% of the bulk sample, then
pulverized in an agate mortar to < 0.075mm and stored in
polyethylene bags for routine mineralogical and chemical
analyses.

Mineralogical analysis

Methods used to determine the mineralogical composition of
the stream sediment samples included X-Ray Diffraction
(XRD) and Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM). Diffrac-
tion spectra were obtained by using a Siemens D5005 Dif-
fractometer with Cu-Ka radiation, operating at 40 kV and 40
mA. Each powdered sample was scanned from 30 to 650 2θ
with a one counting time per step. X-Ray power diffraction
patterns were evaluated for the total of pulverized stream sed-
iment samples, using the software EVA 2.2. SEM was per-
formed on a Jeol JSM-5600 instrument, equipped with an
energy dispersive X-Ray spectrometer for microanalysis
(EDS, Oxford Link ISIS 300). Six representative carbon
coated metallographic sections were prepared by mixing the
powdered material with an appropriate resin and were stud-
ied with operating conditions being: acceleration voltage 20
kV, beam current 0.5 nA, beam diameter 2 µm and acquisi-
tion time 80 sec. The studied samples were F1, E3 and C
from Kerasia, and I2, I3 and D from Piavitsa basin.

Chemical analysis and quality control

Multi-element analysis using Inductively Coupled Plasma -
Optical Emission Spectrometry (ICP-OES) was performed
at the accredited ACME Analytical Laboratories, Canada. A
0.5 g portion of each pulverized sample was digested into hot
(95 0C) aqua regia (HCl-HNO3-H2O) for 1h. After dilution to
10ml with water, solutions were analyzed for a series of 33
elements. In this study, emphasis was given to the following
chemical elements: Cu, Pb, Zn, Mn, Ni, Cr, Co, As, Sb, and
Fe. The instrumental detection limits reported by the analyt-
ical laboratory are presented in Table 1.

Generally, the digestion by modified aqua regia extracts
only a proportion of the major elements (pseudo-total analy-
sis), being suitable for the dissolution of metals bound as

water-soluble salts, in cation-exchange sites, statically bound
to clay particles, in organic chelates, in amorphous oxides
and hydroxides of Mn and Fe, in carbonates, in sulphides and
some sulphates. It also partially solubilizes metal in some sil-
icates (the darker colored ferromagnesian-rich silicates) and
some crystalline oxides of Fe, Ti and Cr (ALBANESE et al.,
2007; MLAYAH et al., 2009).

Analytical precision was determined by duplicate analy-
sis of 3 random samples, being in all cases lower than 10%
for all the analyzed elements (in most cases lower than 5%),
while blanks prepared by the ACME Analytical Laboratories
were always below the instrumental detection limits. Accu-
racy was checked by the submission from the authors of 3
standard soil certified reference materials: SRM 2709 San
Joaquin soil, SRM 2710 Montana Soil and SRM 2711 Mon-
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TABLE 1
Instrument detection limits for the measured elements (values are in
mg kg-1 for all the elements, except for Fe that is presented in %).

TABLE 2
Measured concentrations and certified median values for the ana-

lyzed metals (certified median values refer to median leach data from
various cooperating laboratories using ICP-OES method).
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tana Soil, covering low, middle and high concentrations of
heavy metals (Table 2).

The obtained results indicate a good agreement between
our data and the reference values, with the percent difference
being lower than 10% for 80% of the cases.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

XRD and SEM-EDS results

According to the XRD results, all collected stream sediment
samples present similar mineralogical composition consisting
of quartz, albite/anorthite and actinolite as the major miner-
als, and clinochlore, illite and montmorillonite as minor clay
minerals. The existence of montmorillonite was confirmed
by 2 representative oriented samples (one per each hydro-
logical basin) treated with glucose. This observation has sig-
nificant implications for the present study because
montmorillonite shows high Cation Exchange Capacity
(CEC) values (800-1200 meq/kg) and acts as a metal adsor-

ber (APPELO & POSTMA, 2005).
Sulphide minerals were not detected by XRD but were

identified by SEM-EDS semiquantitative chemical analyses
(Fig. 2). Results revealed the presence of pyrite, arsenopy-
rite, sphalerite and chalcopyrite in the studied stream sedi-
ments samples from Tsarkia Lakkos (sampling sites I1, I2
and I3). All the studied samples are dominated by grains of
rhodochrosite often containing various amounts of Pb, Sb
and Zn. In addition, Fe-oxides are present in the majority of
the samples, often containing traces of Pb, Cu, As and Zn.

Metal content evaluation

Results of chemical analyses

The results of the ICP-OES chemical analysis for the col-
lected stream sediments samples are presented in Table 3, to-
gether with the world average abundance of selected metals
in soils (data from TAYLOR, 1966, SAXBY, 1969) and the me-
dian values for soils of the wider area of Stratoni reported in
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Fig. 2. Selected back-scattered image SEM photomicrographs of samples from Piavitsa and Kerasia catchments. Top left: rhodochrosite grain with
traces of Si and Ca from sampling site I3. Top right: chalcopyrite grain from sampling site I2. Bottom left: pyrite from sampling site I2. Bottom right:
Fe-oxide grain from sampling site F1.
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the study by KELEPERTSIS et al. (2006) and the intervention
limits for stream sediments fixed by Dutch legislation
(VROM, 2000).

A comparison of the metal concentrations with the global
average range of soil composition reveals that the studied
samples present Cu, Co, Cr and Ni concentrations lower than
the average reported values, indicating that there are no sig-
nificant sources for these elements. Only sample L1 (Karatza
Lakkos) has a notable Cu concentration (349 mg/kg) higher
than both the average range in soils and the median value of
104 mg/kg reported for the Stratoni area, probably being in-
fluenced by the porphyry copper mineralization occurring in
nearby Skouries. The highest Cr and Ni concentrations were
also measured for Karatza Lakkos sampling site. However,

the majority of the samples are significantly contaminated by
Zn, Mn, As and Sb, showing concentrations, in most cases,
higher than the average range in both soil composition and
the median values that have been published for the adjacent
area of Stratoni. Regarding Cd and Pb concentrations, only
samples I1, I2, and I3 exceed the median values of 1,3 mg/kg
and 325 mg/kg respectively. These samples also show high
levels of Zn, Mn, As and Sb. Iron concentration is always
lower than the local soil median value of 5,95%, but this
could be due to the different method of digestion applied to
the samples.

Since there are no guidelines for stream sediment quality
in Greece, metal contents were compared to quality criteria
derived from the Netherlands. All the studied samples except
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TABLE 3
Concentrations of the analyzed elements in the studied stream sediments (values in mg kg-1 for all the elements, expect for Fe that is presented in %).
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for Lotsaniko site (sample K) have As concentrations that ex-
ceed the corresponding value of 55 mg/kg whereas only the
stream sediment sample L1 surpasses both Cu and Ni inter-
vention limits. Furthermore, Pb, Zn and Sb values for Tsarkia
Lakkos sampling site are significantly higher than the limits
of 530 mg/kg, 720 mg/kg and 15 mg/kg respectively. Re-
garding Cr, Co and Cd concentrations, stream sediments sam-
ples are characterized by values lower than the Dutch
regulatory limits.

A distinction seems necessary to be made for metals that
show a different distribution in some sampling sites. Lead,
Zn, Mn, As, Sb and Cd concentrations are considerably
higher in stream sediments from Tsarkia Lakkos, (I1, I2 &
I3), located upstream in Piavitsa catchment, when compared
to the corresponding concentrations from the other studied
locations. This could be explained by the hypothesis that
Tsarkia Lakkos site is influenced by the nearby metalliferous
Stratoni-Varvara fault and its associated ore metals. Elevated
concentrations of Zn, Mn and As were also found in L2 and D
stream sediment samples, downstream in Piavitsa, as well as in
all the sampling locations from Kerasia catchment, although to
a lesser extent. Lotsaniko site (sample K), Karatza Lakkos site
(L1) and sample M, present the lowest concentrations for Pb,
Zn, Mn, As and Sb regarding the Piavitsa basin.

The overall results are expected if we bear in mind that
the studied area is located within the “metallogenic province”
of NE Chalkidiki, and the minerals involved contain high
concentrations of these metals. Additionally, the concentra-
tions of the analyzed elements are similar to the results of
chemical analyses for soils within Piavitsa basin of a previ-
ous unpublished study, conducted by ARGYRAKI (2006). Fur-
thermore, the fact that the downstream evolution of the
measured element concentrations, for each of the studied
catchments, does not show a general decrease certifies the
variability of the geological and mineralogical characteris-
tics, resulting in the spatial variation of the analyzed chemi-

cal elements throughout the studied area. The stream sedi-
ment chemistry is also in spatial accordance with surface
water quality characteristics at the same stream sites
(KELEPERTZIS et al., 2010).

Data Processing

All studied elements presented positively skewed distribu-
tions, since the arithmetic mean was always higher than the
median value. For this reason a normal score transformation
was applied to the data before performing the parametric sta-
tistical tests described below. Pearson correlation coefficients
are shown in Table 4. Concentrations of Pb, Zn, Mn, Sb, As
and Cd display strong positive inter-correlation between each
other. Also, a strong positive correlation is observed between
Ni and Cr, indicating common sources for these metals. Fur-
ther, R-mode factor analysis was applied to the data. This is
a statistical method that characterizes different groups of
chemical elements with approximately similar geochemical
patterns, naming as factors. Rotated factor loadings, com-
munalities and the proportion of the variance explained by
three factors are presented in Table 5.

The three-factor model, accounting for 88,2% of the data
variability, was deemed appropriate for the stream sediment
data of the studied area. Factor 1 includes Pb, Zn, Mn, As, Sb
and Cd showing high positive loadings whereas Fe and Co
are included with negative loadings. Factor 2 comprises Ni
and Cr with high positive loadings while Factor 3 consists of
Cu with also high positive loading.

Specifically, Factor 1, accounting for 56% of the total
variance, reflects the signature of the massive sulphide min-
eralization of the area on the data since it includes all the
chemical elements that are abundant in this type of ore de-
posits. Same high factor loadings for these elements were re-
ported after the application of factor analysis in soil data,
deriving from the wider area of Stratoni village, in the study
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TABLE 4
Pearson correlation coefficient for stream sediment data after normal score transformation.
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by KELEPERTSIS et al. (2006). The second factor, explaining
18% of the total variance, is controlled by Ni and Cr and in-
dicates the influence of amphibolite rocks present in the
whole studied area, on the chemistry of the collected stream
sediments. Finally, the third factor accounting for 14% of the
total variability, contains positive factor loadings for Cu and
is possibly related with the porphyry copper mineralization
occurring in Skouries.

Implications for future mining activities

In general, stream sediment samples from Piavitsa catchment
are enriched in metals compared with the samples from Kera-
sia catchment. This observation has implications for any fu-
ture mining development at Skouries. Specifically, the higher
metallic load already present in Piavitsa justifies the posi-
tioning of any future mining waste treatment facility in this
catchment rather than the adjacent Kerasia where the geo-
chemical background is relatively lower i.e. is a more pristine
area.

However, the absence of minerals with high neutraliza-
tion capacity, such as calcite, dolomite, and magnesite from
the sediments implies that special care should be taken for
preventing acid mine drainage and its well-documented dele-
terious consequences for the environment (GRAY, 1997,
SÁNCHEZ-ESPAÑA et al., 2005), since rhodochrosite detected
by SEM-EDS methods is much less effective acid-consum-
ing mineral (PLUMLEE, 1999, HAMMARSTROM & SMITH,
2002). Despite the absence of calcite, stream waters are char-
acterized by alkaline pH values (KELEPERTZIS et al., 2010).

CONCLUSIONS

A stream sediment survey was undertaken in Piavitsa and the
adjacent Kerasia catchments of Chalkidiki peninsula, north-
east Greece. The collected stream sediment samples present
a uniform mineralogical composition of quartz, albite/anor-
thite, actinolite, clinochlore, illite and montmorillonite re-
flecting the lithological composition of the area comprising
amphibolite metamorphic rocks. The absence of calcite or
other effective acid-consuming minerals is noteworthy be-
cause it signifies the poor neutralizing capacity of the natu-
ral lithologic components. SEM-EDS analyses of
representative samples revealed the presence of sulphide
minerals including pyrite, arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite and
sphalerite, mainly in Tsarkia Lakkos sampling site, located
upstream in Piavitsa, near to the large Stratoni-Varvara fault.

Regarding chemical analyses, Mn Zn, As and Sb are pres-
ent in most of the collected stream sediments in concentra-
tions both above the world average range of soil composition
and the reported median values for soils in the wider area of
Stratoni village, whereas Cd and Pb are only significantly en-
riched in Tsarkia Lakkos sampling location. On the contrary,
Co, Cu, Cr and Ni values are similar to the average range,
indicating that there are no significant sources of contamina-
tion for these elements. The highest concentrations of Pb,
Zn, Mn, As, Cd and Sb were measured at the upstream sam-
pling sites I1, I2 and I3 from Piavitsa, possibly being influ-
enced by the metalliferous Stratoni-Varvara fault and the
associated metal ores. The spatial variability of the studied el-
ements, especially within Piavitsa basin, indicates the influ-
ence of different kind of mineralization that control stream
sediment chemistry. Bearing in mind that in Greece there are
not any legal standards for soil and stream sediment chem-
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TABLE 5
Varimax component loadings of three factors, communality and percentage of variance explained for the studied elements.
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istry evaluation, these results may assist legislators to estab-
lish intervention values for Chalkidiki prefecture in accor-
dance to the local geochemical baseline levels.

The application of R-mode factor analysis grouped the
measured elements in three groups according to their ge-
ogenic origin, explaining 88% of the data variability. The
most significant factor comprises Pb, Zn, Mn, As, Cd and Sb,
i.e. the elements that are abundant in the sulphide minerals
occurring in the wider studied area. The second factor in-
cludes Ni and Cr, reflecting the natural levels derived from
amphibolite metamorphic rocks whereas the third factor
comprises Cu and could be related with the porphyry copper
mineralization occurring in Skouries area.
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