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(Language) attitudes

» «Affect for or against a psychological
object»(Thurstone, 1931)

» «A learned disposition to think, feel and behave
towards a person or object in a particular
way>» (Allport, 1954)

» «A construct, an abstraction ... an inner
component of mental life ... [expressed In]
stereotypes, beliefs, verbal statements or
reactions, ideas and opinions, selective recall,
anger or satisfaction» (Oppenheim, 1982)

» F'vwaoTikO (cognitive)
» 2uvaloOnuaTiko (affective)
» BouAnTIkO (conative)
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Prescriptivism: Back to linguistic variables =9 —
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Prescriptivism: Correctives




Prescriptivism: Correctives
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Corrective repertories: The Usage Guide

» ADVICE/ADVISE "Advice" is the noun, "advise" the verb.
When Ann Landers advises people, she gives them advice.

DOUBLE NEGATIVES It is not true, as some assert, that
double negatives are always wrong; but the pattern in
formal speech and writing is that two negatives equal a mild
positive: "he is a not untalented guitarist” means he has
some talent. In informal speech, however, double negatives
are intended as negatives: "he ain't got no talent” means he
IS a lousy musician.

SPLIT INFINITIVES For the hyper-critical, "to boldly go
where no man has gone before" should be " to go boldly. . .

" [...] so many people are offended by split infinitives that it
IS better to avoid them

ENDING A SENTENCE WITH A PREPOSITION A fine example
of an artificial "rule" which ignores standard usage. The
famous witticism usually attributed to Winston Churchill
makes the point well: "This is the sort of pedantry up with
which | cannot put.”




Corrective repertories: The press (MerTpo Feb. 1, 2000)
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Why the press?

» The press Is not just a vehicle, but also a
popular target of prescriptivism.

» It Is often criticized for its bad language use.

» It Is often blamed as the main propagator of
(undesirable) language change — a prototype of
bad language use.

» Paradoxically, those criticizing the most are
among those criticized the most. Critique to
(media) language comes mostly from the press,
a partly antagonistic medium. Hence, articles In
the press are a suitable index for the study of
prescriptivism in both the print and the
electronic media.



Summary: Correctives and permissives

A corrective is a directive speech act
of a metalanguage-to-language direction of fit
that has the following form:

One should neither say nor write X [prohibitive];
one should say and write Y [normative],
because Z [explicative]

A permissive is a directive speech act
of a metalanguage-to-language direction of fit
that has the following form:

One may say or write X and/or Y [normative],
provided that C [conditional],
because Z [explicative]



Correctives: A comparative study (Moschonas & Spitzmueller 2010)
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Dependent — Independent variable

Percentage of all (r-1) by store for four
positions
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» dependent variable: a linguistic variable;
| | e independent variable: social groups; ideologies

W. Labov, “The Social Stratification of (r)
In NY City Department Stores”
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Independent — Dependent variable (matched-guise)

Independent variable:
4 bilinguals read a paragraph in
English and in French e
= 8 paragraphs
Dependent variable:
Height, good looks, leadership, -
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the dependent variable;
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Matched-guise (EvapHOVIOHEVEG auPIECEIC ): diglossia

Mapia ApanonouAou, «AnJoTIKN, kKabapsguouaoa
Kal Ol OTACEIC TwV VEWV>» (1998)
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Questionnaire: multilingualism (Special Eurobarometer 386, 2012)

QEZ2. In your opinion, what are the main advantages of learning a new language?

To use at work (including travelling abroad on business)

%

To use on holidays abroad

47%

To get a better job in (OUR COUNTRY) 45%,

To be able to study in another country

43%

To be able o undersiand people from other cultures

&%

For personal satisfaction

To meet people from other countrias

E

To be able to use the Infernet

14%

To fesl more Eurcpean

E

To keep up knowledge of a language spaken by your family 1P
Other (SPONTANECUS) | 1%
Mone (SPONTANEOUS) . %

Don'i know I 1%
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Attitudes and their encompassing discourses: ideologies
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“Concern” about language

Into a position for battle for the Greek
de- language
s We should protect Greek!
EE@@{ Greek ostracized
in v They ban the Greek language

5 :

il Greek, the maternal language of Europe

gEm."'mh Europe is going to lose its maternal
Q05 TOV language

|
| EupUtotn SiGota

noupyou yia gu

| 0t0 Béjia nou ave If they take out of the French language §

Tl its 30% of Greek words, the French
 «No 1 people will not be able to communicate
TRV eh with each other.
.. SO, In this case, how Is Europe to be
called?




Greece. The fear of Latinization (Romanization)

| 0o <AaTvoroinBei> _
nvie Iscour Ianguage N danger of Iatlnlzatlon
[romanization]?
No to the latinization of the Greek
language!
Another case of latinization!

Risk of latinization of the Greek language
Our language is going to be latinized!

The monotonic orthography is a step
towards the latinization of our
language!

mc Aarivormoinonc tn¢ yAwooac pac’




France. The fear of globalization

Cette menace n’est pas seulement linguistique : elle est
idéologique et politique puisqu’elle sape ces valeurs
progressistes que sont la souveraineté des peuples, la liberté
de pensee, la pluralité des cultures, I'attachement au progres
social, la coopération pacifique entre peuples égaux : ainsi,
laisser assassiner le francais, et avec lui la littérature, le
théatre, la philosophie, la chanson, le cinéma et la science
d’expression francaise, c’est capituler devant I'idéologie
insidieusement totalitaire de la mondialisation néo-libérale qui
regne encore plus « naturellement » quand elle est portée «
spontanement » par la prétendue « langue de l'avenir ». [...]
Si le francais, I'une des langues les plus « reconnues » au
monde, est attagué en France méme, quelle autre langue
n’est-elle pas en péril de mort, notamment dans le tiers-
monde ? A travers le francais, c’est le droit a la difféerence
culturelle, politique et idéologique que met en cause
mondialement une entreprise totalitaire qui menace
I’lhumanité d’un appauvrissement sans precédent. [...]

http://www.defenselanguefrancaise.org/10.html (2/2)



http://www.defenselanguefrancaise.org/10.html�

Exercise: Specify the attitudes

(- @ @ Quartz Media LLC (US) https://gz.com/942367 fwhat-is-the-most-useful-language-to-learn/ E1 & C«?Iearn, according to an economist # ﬂ’ E 4+ @

OURPICKS LATEST POPULAR Q UA R TZ OBSESSIONS Q

ASK EMILY

The most useful language for English
speakers to learn, according to an
economist
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