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Documents

Miller, D.E., McMullan, J.L.
From Safety to Danger: Constructions of Crime in a Women's Magazine
(2011) Critical Criminology, 19 (4), pp. 265-283. 

Saint Mary's University, Halifax, NS B3H 3C3, Canada

Abstract
This study examines how the print media constructs signifiers of safety and danger for women. We analyze 155 news articles
regarding crime and criminal justice from 1970 to 1990 in Chatelaine magazine, a Canadian women's periodical. Both content
and textual analyses are deployed to evaluate the media representations of crime and their role in facilitating images of fear
and safety. We show that the meanings associated with women's danger and safety in news narratives are socially
constructed through claims, sources, content and culture. We find that news reporting did not initially incorporate signifiers of
fear. However, crime messages increasingly included images of fear in the later reporting period. We argue that the
transformations surrounding these images and texts are influenced by the rise in neoliberal thought in the 1980s. Our results
indicate that ideological struggles external to the media are crucial to the representation of crime, which ultimately influence
signifiers of danger and safety for women. © 2010 Springer Science+Business Media B.V.
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illicit drugs, 2003-2008
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Abstract
Background: Media reporting on illicit issues has been frequently criticised for being sensationalised, biased and narrow. Yet,
there have been few broad and systematic analyses of the nature of reporting. Using a large sample and methods commonly
adopted in media communications analysis this paper sought to identify the dominant media portrayals used to denote illicit
drugs in Australian newspapers and to compare and contrast portrayals across drug types. Methods: A retrospective content
analysis of Australian print media was carried out over the period 2003-2008 from a sample comprised of 11 newspapers.
Articles that contained one or more mention of five different drugs (or derivatives) were identified: cannabis, amphetamines,
ecstasy, cocaine and heroin. A sub-sample of 4397 articles was selected for media content analysis (with 2045 selected for
full content analysis) and a large number of text elements coded for each. Key elements included topic, explicit or implicit
messages about the consequences of drugs/use and three value dimensions: overall tone, whether drugs were portrayed as
a crisis issue and moral evaluations of drugs/use. Results: The dominant media portrayals depicted law enforcement or
criminal justice action (55%), but most articles were reported in a neutral manner, in the absence of crisis framings. Portrayals
differed between drugs, with some containing more narrow frames and more explicit moral evaluations than others. For
example, heroin was disproportionately framed as a drug that will lead to legal problems. In contrast, ecstasy and cocaine
were much more likely to emphasise health and social problems. Conclusion: Media reporting on illicit drugs is heavily
distorted towards crime and deviance framings, but may be less overtly sensationalised, biased and narrowly framed than
previously suggested. This is not to suggest there is no sensationalism or imbalance, but this appears more associated with
particular drug types and episodes of heightened public concern. © 2011 Elsevier B.V.
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Abstract
The news media help shape society's perception of social problems as well as public opinion of victims and offenders.
Currently, there is extensive research devoted to the media's portrayal of violence against women but very little examination
of femicide (for purposes of this research, defined as the murder of female intimate partners). Using newspaper coverage of
femicide cases across the state of North Carolina over a 6-year period (995 articles representing 299 cases), the current
study examines the news media's use of direct and indirect victim-blaming language, the sources cited in femicide reporting,
and whether femicide cases are contextualized as an individual problem or within the broader social issue of intimate partner
violence (IPV). Consistent with previous research, findings indicate that public sources (i.e., law enforcement) were the most
commonly cited sources of information in news coverage of femicide compared to private sources (i.e., friends and family);
however, domestic violence experts are cited more often than in prior studies. In addition, direct and indirect victim-blaming
language is not as pervasive as previous research has suggested. Finally, the percentage of articles that contextualized the
femicide as IPV is lower than that found in prior studies of femicide. Implications of these findings and future research are
discussed. © The Author(s) 2011.
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Abstract
How do parents in North America inculcate generalized values about trusting others in their children? Using a self-collected
data set with over 1,400 children sampled in the U.S. and Canada as well as matching surveys and selective in-depth
interviews with their parents, this article attempts to link parental child-rearing approaches and values to children's
generalized trust. We find that over the last decades children increasingly score lower on generalized trust than their parents.
Moreover, most parents, independent of their own trust levels, attempt to instill in their children distrust in unknown people.
This trend is potentially rooted in a dramatic rise in news reporting about child crime and stranger abduction. The thesis of
this article is that drastic warnings about strangers and related child-rearing methods may not remain without consequences.
© Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, 2011.
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Abstract
Communications research scholars, political scientists, and policy analysts have significantly recognized the role of news
media in reporting and portraying public issues. Nowadays, climate change is an important global environmental concern for
the world communities. Study on the media coverage of climate-change issues is vitally important to know the present
situation of both the global and regional climate, as well as to assess the causes, mitigation and adaptation techniques, and
its adverse impacts. This study demonstrates the coverage of newspapers in Bangladesh on climate change from May 2006
through June 2009 for the three most popular newspapers of Bangladesh, namely The Prothom Alo, The Daily Ittefaq, and
The Daily Star. Natural disasters was the major climate-change issue that received the most coverage, along with agriculture,
biodiversity, global warming, climate change, crime, water scarcity, food scarcity, politics, wetlands, tourisms, rivers, forestry
and miscellaneous issues. Local communication concerned with climate-change issues was given preference in the coverage
by the newspapers throughout the study period. The study will be useful for awareness-program formulation on climate-
change mitigation and adaptation in Bangladesh. © 2011 Springer Science+Business Media, LLC.
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In this study, we examine the extent to which criminologists and other academics participate in newsmaking criminology as
guests on cable news shows. Building on earlier examinations of print media, we explore the ways in which crime is portrayed
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Over the past two decades police media units have played an everincreasing role in managing the dissemination of
information between the police and media organisations. Using the example of the New South Wales Police Media Unit in
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Race and ethnic representations of lawbreakers and victims in crime news: A national Study of television
coverage
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Abstract
Research on racial-ethnic portrayals in television crime news is limited and questions remain about the sources of
representations and how these vary for perpetrators versus victims. We draw from power structure, market share, normal
crimes, racial threat, and racial privileging perspectives to further this research. The reported race or ethnicity of violent crime
perpetrators and victims are modeled as functions of: (1) situational characteristics of crime stories and (2) contextual
characteristics of television market areas. The primary data are from a stratifed random sample of television newscasts in
2002-2003 (Long et al. 2005). An important innovation of our work is the use of a national, more generalizeable, sample of
local news stories than prior researchers who tended to focus on single market areas. Results indicate that both the context
of the story itself and the social structural context within which news stories are reported are relevant to ethnic and racial
portrayals in crime news. We fnd limited support for power structure, market share, normal crimes, and racial threat
explanations of patterns of reporting. Racial privileging arguments receive more extensive support. © 2010 by Society for the
Study of Social Problems, Inc.
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Abstract
Police forces in England and Wales in recent years have attempted to improve the ways in which they communicate. This
results from a number of converging pressures that include technological media developments and government and public
pressures to provide reassuring policing services. The same media developments have had consequences for news
organisations and their processes and practices of news gathering. In this context, the paper examines recent developments
in police non-operational communications, explores the current dynamics of the relationship between crime reporters and
their police sources and considers the implications for the 'shaping' of policing and crime news. Although the paper provides
an examination of contemporary police-media relations, it also looks back to the work of Steve Chibnall whose 1970s
research benchmarked police-media relations. Drawing on a national survey of police forces, together with data gathered
from interviews with crime reporters and police communications managers, the paper concludes that although the
police-media relationship is asymmetric in favour of the police, the practical dynamics of newsgathering ensure that
police-media relations remain in a healthy tension; the shaping of policing news continues to be contested and negotiated. ©
2010 Taylor & Francis.
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Abstract
The Finnish media devote more attention to hard news than the British media, yet Finns are less interested in politics than
the British. The principal reason for this difference in news values is that Finnish TV is more subject to public service
influence than British TV, and the Finnish press is more strongly influenced by a professional journalistic culture than its
British counterpart. While a number of national differences contribute to different levels of public knowledge, the Finns are
better informed about hard news topics partly because they are better briefed in these areas by their media. © The Author(s)
2010.
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Abstract
The examination of the ethical and moral issues surrounding the reporting of war crimes signals one of the outstanding
problems facing journalism in the contemporary era. As the nature of war has changed, so has the nature of the journalism
mandated to cover it, and the selection of war crimes trials, tribunals and truth commissions are key places in which to
analyse these changes. Journalists and news organizations are divided over the merits of testifying at international war
crimes tribunals. To some degree, the debate about appearing before war crimes courts has split along European and US
lines. A number of European journalists and documentary film makers willingly testified before the war crimes tribunal in The
Hague whilst US journalists tend to see the subpoena power of the tribunals as a threat to First Amendment freedoms. Based
on interviews conducted with journalists, editors, lawyers and humanitarian aid workers, this article explores questions of
journalistic objectivity and impartiality; the verification of journalists' stories; the safety repercussions for journalists
participating in international trials; and the implications for the erosion of confidentiality of journalists' sources. Copyright ©
2008 SAGE.
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Abstract
In this article, we present findings of crime media research conducted in Finland during recent years. As this body of research
has mainly been published in Finnish, the core results have not been available for international audiences until now. The
amount of crime news reporting has consistently increased both in the newspapers and in television news broadcasts during
the last decades. A series of representative surveys also show that the majority of people read and view crime news on a
regular basis and are thus constantly exposed to these media messages. We conclude our article by contrasting crime news
trends with the development of fear of crime in Finland, and by discussing possible links and explanations to the relationship.
© Taylor & Francis.
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As many as two-thirds of capital cases are reversed due to serious error, an aggregate rate critics interpret as evidence of a
malfunctioning system and which others portray as a system correctly functioning to detect errors. This article investigates
reactions of prosecutors and defense attorneys to reversah in individual cases. Theoretically, both sets of actors are officers
of the court with a duty to promote justice and may be pleased to see courts upholding due-process standards of legal guilt.
However, defense attorneys and prosecuting attorneys have different commitments and incentives that likely affect their
views of individual cases. From news articles reporting reversals in death penalty convictions and sentences between 1981
and 2005, we code reported reactions regarding the case outcomes and examine these reactions relative to case
characteristics. We find a difference in the reactions of prosecutors and defense attorneys, which is better explained by a
commitment to winning the case than by the theoretical role to see that justice is done. Notably, while the aggregate rate of
reversals might be evidence the system is working, prosecutors rarely interpret an individual loss this way. Whether a
sentence or conviction was overturned; whether this was done by a state or federal court; the reason for the reversal; and the
length of time since the crime do not influence reactions.
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Abstract
While economic theory has been applied to fields such diverse as religion, arts, law and crime in past years, journalism has
until recently remained a blind spot of economic analysis. Media economists may have described media markets, but few
economists so far have studied self-interested journalists as actors in information-attention markets. Frequently, it is still
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assumed that journalists serve the public, strive for objectivity in their news products, and seek to act as a 'fourth estate' in
democracy. We consider this a 'nirvana approach' to journalism, and we seek to demonstrate instead that media content is
severely influenced by rational journalists' and other communication professionals' self interests. In this paper we outline an
Economic Theory of Journalism, referring to the few scholars of economics and of mass communication who have, explicitly
or implicitly, used economic theory as an analytical tool to analyze journalism. We argue that economic concepts like
principal-agent theory, free-riding, external effects, the tragedy of the commons, and the tyranny of small decisions can
fruitfully be applied in order to provide more in-depth explanations of often-criticized developments in journalism such as the
rising influence of PR and spin doctors on journalism, 'pack reporting', and 'horse-race journalism'. We conclude that an
Economic Theory of Journalism will enable both economists and scholars of journalism to identify and predict more
systematically the failures of journalism, the excesses and the blind spots of media coverage, and we claim that economics
and mass communications need to observe and to inspire each other more closely in the future. © 2008 The Authors. Journal
compilation © 2008 Blackwell Publishing Ltd.
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Abstract
The conventional wisdom about local TV news is that quality journalism does not sell and that only by focusing on crime,
disasters, and other "soft news" can newscasts get good ratings. Political scientists have decried the poor quality of TV news
as a betrayal of the press's mandate to inform citizens of the important policy issues of the day so that they can hold
government officials accountable. This study tests the proposition that audiences prefer low effort, tabloid journalism by
looking at external measures of commercial success - the Nielsen ratings data. Utilizing data from a 5-year study matching
the content quality of 33,911 local news stories from 154 TV stations in 50 TV markets nationwide to corresponding ratings
success, we show that solid reporting and a focus on significant issues actually produce better ratings than slapdash or
superficial tabloid journalism. Additionally, we find that strategy-oriented coverage of political campaigns that focuses on the
horserace does not build an audience. These surprising results have practical implications for democratic practice and local
TV news production. Copyright © Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.
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As other sources of printed information about crime, such as the Ordinary's Accounts of the lives of executed criminals, lost
their audience in the final third of the eighteenth century, newspapers came increasingly to dominate printed discussions of
crime. However, no substantial study of the overall nature of newspaper reporting on crime and criminal justice issues has yet
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Abstract
This study examines the representation of crime stories in the news. Using 71 matched pairs, we examine the constructed
elements in the reporting of crime stories between newspapers and local television to document similarities and differences
across the mediums. Although considerable work has been devoted to discerning differences in reporting across types of
media, little research has investigated how the same crime story "gets told" in one medium compared to another. With
matched-pairs of stories, we are able to do this. In this study, we also use content analysis to examine a subset of cases that
focus on juveniles to ascertain how atypical victims and offenders are portrayed in the media. Although youth are much less
likely to commit crime and to be victimized compared to adults, their stories are disproportionately "the stuff of news."
Collectively, the findings indicate that news reporting follows the law of opposites - the characteristics of crime, criminals, and
victims represented in the media are in most respects the polar opposite of the pattern suggested by official crime statistics.
This was especially the case in news reports involving juvenile victims and offenders. © 2007 School of Criminal Justice.
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Using inductive and deductive framing analysis, the authors examine how 4 newspapers covered a key event sparking the
civil rights movement - the 1955 murder of Emmett Till - in an effort to gauge how the press covers events that are part of
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Abstract
After an earlier study found the public's dominant expectation of the press was to be a good neighbor and not a watchdog,
the present study set out to determine what being a good neighbor meant for different segments of the public. The analysis
revealed that being a good neighbor was strongly valued by women, African Americans, and Hispanics. Many in these groups
wanted more coverage of education, health and medicine, science, and arts and culture. The segment of the public that
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expected the press to be a good neighbor was concerned about crime and social issues, and television was viewed as best
able to address these concerns. This study fills a void in the empirical public journalism literature that has primarily focused
on journalists' opinions, the content of public journalism projects, and the impact of public journalism projects on the public.
Unlike most of the previous literature, which has ignored the public's opinions about journalistic practices associated with
public journalism, the present study connects the public's expectations of local news as a good neighbor with techniques that
epitomize public journalism, that is, caring about the community, reporting on interesting people and groups, understanding
the local community, and offering solutions.
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In reporting news stories about maternal infanticide, journalists and sources employ the narrative of the flawed mother in
explaining why women killed their children. A qualitative analysis of 250 US news articles over a 12-year period found that
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Abstract
The objective of this study was to assess the extent and nature of newspaper coverage of sexual offending in New Zealand
in 2003. All news stories relating to sexual offending published in three daily newspapers (The New Zealand Herald, The
Press, and The Dominion) were coded on a range of variables including article type, topic and frame of article, any reference
to treatment, sources quoted in the report, and the type of offence mentioned. Overall there were 377 articles relating to
sexual offending in the three newspapers. Most articles were either descriptions of offences/court reports (31.6%) or were
related to specific offences or offenders (35.3%), with few articles focusing on either treatment (3.2%) or education and
prevention (2.4%). The most frequent source for the articles were police or legal representatives (N=220) with few articles
drawing on the comments and opinions of either mental health specialists (N=56) or academics (N=12). Consistent with prior
research on crime reporting, there were a disproportionate number of high profile cases covered in the news, with nine cases
capturing 22% of the total news coverage on sex offending in New Zealand in 2003. Some implications of these findings for
clinicians and academics are discussed.
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Abstract
This paper studies the relationship between news sources, knowledge claims and the social construction of truth surrounding
the public inquiry into the Westray mine disaster from 1995 to 1998. We draw on Michel Foucault's concept of the "politics of
truth" and Stanley Cohen's ideas about "states of denial" to demonstrate how formal media processes constituted "regimes of
truth" about Westray. We argue that news discourse about the public inquiry was framed differently from news coverage in
the immediate aftermath of the explosion (1992-1993). Later press reporting constructed a new "regime of truth" around
political scandal but corporate crime was written out of existence in the truth-telling exercises of the press. © Springer 2006.
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Abstract
Based on an analysis of episodic crime reporting in the New York Herald and the New York Sun of the 1830s, the following
article examines the intersections of gender, race, and class in the origins of modern crime news. The role played by
intersections among race, gender, and class in US crime news has not always been transparent or straightforward. In the
ideologically charged context of crime news, for example, codes for representing black masculinity as criminal grew out of
early 19th-century conceptualizations of gender, race, and class that were fundamentally racist and misogynist. Re-examining
the early development of US crime news through a lens that encompasses race, gender, and class can tell us much about
how various forms of threat construction came to be, as well as shedding light on the hold these forms of threat construction
continue to exercise within US crime news and public discourses about crime. Copyright © 2005 SAGE Publications.
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Abstract
Surveys of mass media content related to social violence suggest that it generally focuses on the individual, atomistic 'act'
(e.g. the bang-bang car chase) rather than issues of cause and prevention. Yet, increasingly - but with controversy - doctors,
health officials and activists have pushed for a 'public health' model of reporting news about crime and violence that looks at
interactions between the victim, the agent of injury or death, and the environment in which the injury or death took place
rather than viewing it in strictly individual terms. In this study of television news-magazine stories, we found a strong
emphasis on episodic and personal stories, with minor allusions to greater social issues. The emphasis on entertainment
seemed to negate any promised 'public health' angles. We conclude that the challenge for the public health model is to find
'scripts' that journalists deem to be publicly consumable and ratings friendly. Copyright © 2005 SAGE Publications.
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Abstract
This article explores the implications of the extent to which the mythic intrudes on the everyday in newspaper reporting,
taking as a case study the drive-by shooting of two young, black women in Birmingham in 2003. An analysis of news
headlines and texts demonstrates the use of mythical language and imagery in this case (as in other high-profile cases) as
compared with the usual reporting of homicides in the press. Notions of innocence and guilt are explored through the
construction of gendered and raced bodies in the case study. The article finds that this media discourse relies for its impact
on the simultaneous and mutually dependent construction of fabular gendered and raced ideas; of exceptional innocence and
purity (unusually) attached to black femininity (beauty) and of exceptional and volatile violence (usually) attached to black
masculinity (the beast). Moreover, the discourse is constructed such that guilt for the gun crime extends beyond the individual
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perpetrators to the black community as a whole. While media coverage reflects a realistic fear of gun crime, the article
concludes that media discourse in this case directs fear towards the black community/male as the dangerous 'other', and that
this is crucially underpinned by polarized gendered discourse. Copyright © 2005 SAGE Publications.
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Abstract
The vast majority of crime reporting occurs on local television news and in newspapers. Although crimes are extraordinary
events, they assume an ordinariness that only daily reporting can give them. The obvious question is what does the news tell
us about crime. This article compares the coverage of adult crime and the coverage of what the author has termed
"KidsCrime," defined as a story in which a juvenile was either the suspect or the victim (or both). What is the nature of that
coverage? How consistent is it with official statistics? Are there differences between adult crime and KidsCrime coverage
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and inconsistent with official statistics, and (c) a presentation approach that discouraged critical viewing.
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This article examines how local television news has been shown to misrepresent minorities. Minorities are portrayed more
frequently as criminals than are Whites, and minority misrepresentation has been shown to be out of proportion to crime
statistics. Several possible explanations are given for this phenomenon. Evidence exists that audiences are aware of
misrepresentation and that news directors are aware that their newscasts scare the audiences they serve. Research
suggests that local television news stations can improve ratings by reducing crime coverage and by changing the nature of
coverage. Suggestions also are offered as to how audiences can be better prepared to react to biased reporting.
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The authors examine how crime and violence is reported and framed by the Los Angeles Times. Using a public health
perspective, we examine whether health-oriented variables, such as causal factors and societal effects of crimes, are present
in crime news stories. The classic stereotyping of crime and violence framing is strongly present in the Times. We discuss
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exemplars. Television stories showing worsening trends or those including frequency data were longer than those reporting
improving trends or rate data. Newspaper story length was unrelated to trend direction or data type.
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Abstract
Fifty years of news coverage on the link between media violence and aggression have left the U.S. public confused. Typical
news articles pit researchers and child advocates against entertainment industry representatives, frequently giving equal
weight to the arguments of both sides. A comparison of news reports and scientific knowledge about media effects reveals a
disturbing discontinuity: Over the past 50 years, the average news report has changed from claims of a weak link to a
moderate link and then back to a weak link between media violence and aggression. However, since 1975, the scientific
confidence and statistical magnitude of this link have been clearly positive and have consistently increased over time.
Reasons for this discontinuity between news reports and the actual state of scientific knowledge include the vested interests
of the news, a misapplied fairness doctrine in news reporting, and the failure of the research community to effectively argue
the scientific case.
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Abstract
This research, based on a content analysis of 4,445 newspaper articles, examines the images that emerge from stories of
criminal gangs and society's responses to them. Eight recurrent themes were identified. It was discovered that articles
devoted to the coverage of gang crimes were outnumbered by stories dealing with various community responses. Articles
reporting the results of scientific research on gangs constituted the smallest category. The results are discussed in light of
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Abstract
Local television news is the public's primary source of public affairs information. News stories about crime dominate local
news programming because they meet the demand for "action news." The prevalence of this type of reporting has led to a
crime narrative or "script" that includes two core elements: crime is violent and perpetrators of crime are non-white males. We
show that this script has become an ingrained heuristic for understanding crime and race. Using a multi-method design, we
assess the impact of the crime script on the viewing public. Our central finding is that exposure to the racial element of the
crime script increases support for punitive approaches to crime and heightens negative attitudes about African-Americans
among white, but not black, viewers. In closing, we consider the implications of our results for intergroup relations, electoral
politics, and the practice of journalism.
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Abstract
This paper reviews the evolution of penal policy in Canada in recent years. In many respects, Canada occupies a unique
position with respect to criminal justice. The principal influence on penal policy development has been the United States, yet
at the same time developments in the United Kingdom have also been important. One result is that policy development in
recent years has tended to follow a middle path between the more extreme and radical American route (that has given rise to
policies such as 'three strikes' legislation) and the more conservative European reforms. Canada's policies with respect to
punishment have been affected by a number of influences, including: the presence of advocacy groups; the reporting by the
news media of high-profile tragedies such as the Montreal massacre of fourteen young women; the restrictions of budgetary
constraints; and the intervention of several federal elections in which crime became an important electoral issue. In this
respect, penal policy development in Canada echoes trends in other jurisdictions. The federal government, which is
responsible for policy development (but not the administration of those policies) has attempted to pursue a dual-track policy.
One branch of this policy has sought to reduce the use of imprisonment and thereby cut criminal justice expenditures. The
other track has sought to placate public and political pressure on the government by introducing more repressive penal
policies, including severe minimum penalties and higher maximum penalties for young offenders. This paper reviews recent
developments in the critical areas of sentencing and parole, and draws some general conclusions about criminal justice
policy development in this country.
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Abstract
Reports of incidents and issues related to members of the medical profession and the practice of medicine often feature in
the western news media. Such intense coverage has incited the interest of both medical sociologists and members of the
profession themselves. Thus far, however, very few detailed studies addressing the tenor of news reporting on the medical
profession have been published, particularly in relation to the Australian media. This article presents the findings of a
systematic and comprehensive analysis of the representation of doctors and the medical practice over a period of 15 months
(January 1994 to March 1995) in metropolitan Australian newspapers and major news magazines. The method of critical
discourse analysis was employed, including both quantitative analysis and interpretive analysis of the language and visual
imagery of the news texts. The study revealed that negative portrayals of doctors were countered by positive representations.
While cases of medical negligence, sexual assault and avarice on the part of doctors were often reported, medical successes
were also frequently covered. Doctors were overwhelmingly reported as the major authorities on medical matters and as
active agents in interacting with patients and other groups such as government officials. It is concluded that while the nature
of reporting would suggest that members of the medical profession may be constantly under the spotlight of media scrutiny,
they enjoy a significant degree of cultural and social authority in the Australian press.
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Abstract
The definition of news has changed in the 20th century. Content analysis of the traditional five Ws in three American
newspapers found that stories grew longer, included more analysis, expanded from specific locations to broader regions,
placed more emphasis on time frames other than the present, and named fewer individuals and more groups, officials, and
outside sources. These trends affected each newspaper's coverage of three topics: crimes, accidents, and employment,
Thus the basic recipe for news - the report of events new to the hearer - has acquired a third ingredient: For a story to qualify
as news, journalists now supply a context of social problems, interpretations, and themes. This trend springs from the

Scopus - Print (59 January 2012) http://www.scopus.com/citation/print.url?origin=resultslist&sid=_C1p...

165 of 172 11/1/2012 11:46 μμ



workings of the news market and the culture of journalism.

References
Barnhurst, K.G.
Newspapers as twentieth century texture
(1995) The News Aesthetic, pp. 22-35. 
L. Mirsky & S. Tropea (Eds.), New York: Cooper Union/Princeton Architectural Press

Barnhurst, K.G.
(1994) Seeing the Newspaper, 
New York: St. Martin's Press

Barnhurst, K.G., Nerone, J.C.
Design trends in U.S. front pages, 1885-1985
(1991) Journalism Quarterly, 68, pp. 796-804. 

Barnhurst, K.G., Wartella, E.
Newspapers and citizenship: Young adults' subjective experience of newspapers
(1991) Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 8, pp. 195-209. 

Burke, K.
Semantic and poetic meaning
(1973) The Philosophy of Literary Form: Studies in Symbolic Action 3rd Ed., pp. 138-167. 
K. Burke, Beikeley: University of California Press

Caihoun, C.
Populist politics, communications media, and large scale societal integration
(1988) Sociological Theory, 6, pp. 219-241. 

(1947) A Free and Responsible Press, 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press

Donovan, R.J., Scherer, R.
(1992) Unsilent Revolution: Television News and American Public Life, 
New York: Cambridge

Graber, D.A.
(1980) Crime News and the Public, 
New York: Praeger

Graber, D.A.
(1993) Mass Media and American Politics (4th Ed.), 
Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press

Guba, E.G.
(1978) Investigative Journalism, 
Unpublished report, School of Journalism, Indiana University, Bloomington

Hallin, D.C.
(1994) We Keep America on Top of the World, 
London: Routledge

Herbst, S.
(1993) Numbered Voices: How Opinion Polling Has Shaped American Politics, 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press

Iyengar, S.
(1991) Is Anyone Responsible? How Television Frames Political Issues, 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press

Katz, J.
On line or not, newspapers suck
(1994) Wired, 2 (9), pp. 50-58. 

MacDougall, C.D.
(1977) Interpretative Reporting (7th Ed.), 
New York: Macmillan

Scopus - Print (59 January 2012) http://www.scopus.com/citation/print.url?origin=resultslist&sid=_C1p...

166 of 172 11/1/2012 11:46 μμ



Meyer, P.
(1973) Precision Journalism: A Reporter's Introduction to Social Science Methods, 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Nerone, J.C., Barnhurst, K.G.
Design changes in U.S. newspapers, 1920-1940
(1995) Journal of Communication, 45 (2), pp. 9-43. 

Patterson, T.E.
(1993) Out of Order, 
New York: Knopf

Schudson, M.
(1978) Discovering the News: A Social History of American Newspapers, 
New York: Basic Books

Schudson, M.
The politics of narrative form: The emergence of news conventions in print and television
(1982) Daedalus, 3 (4), pp. 97-132. 

Steele, C.A., Barnhurst, K.G.
The journalism of opinion: Network coverage in U.S. presidential campaigns, 1968-1988
(1996) Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 13, pp. 187-209. 

Weaver, D.H., McCombs, M.E.
Journalism and social science: A new relationship?
(1980) Public Opinion Quarterly, 44, pp. 477-494. 

Wills, G.
(1983) Lead Time: A Journalist's Education, 
Garden City, NJ: Doubleday

Wood, G.S.
(1991) The Radicalism of the American Revolution, 
New York: Vintage

Document Type: Article
Source: Scopus

McDevitt, S.a b

The impact of news media on child abuse reporting
(1996) Child Abuse and Neglect, 20 (4), pp. 261-274. Cited 12 times.

a Department of Social Work, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA, United States
b Department of Social Work, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA 50614, United States

Abstract
This study explores the relationship between news stories on child abuse and neglect and reports of child abuse and neglect
made to a mandated agency. Academic literature on crime news is reviewed to provide a context for interpretation. News
stories from metropolitan daily newspapers were compared with child maltreatment reports made to mandated agencies on a
local and national basis were surveyed over 25 years. The results suggested that both child maltreatment reports and news
coverage increased over the period surveyed. However, rather than media stories increasing prior to increases in mandated
reports and therefore contributing to the rise in reported cases, they appeared to increase at the same time. It is suggested
that the initial cause of both increases may be national policy changes. More recent increases in child abuse reports may be
due to economic downturns and other widespread societal changes rather than media attention.
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Dowry, though legally prescribed, is still a culturally sanctioned and socially structured practice in India. In dowry-related
violence, not only the husband but his family members take part in the victimization of the woman. This study is based on a
content analysis of newspapers to discover the perceptions of the mass media regarding dowry-related crimes against
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spouses, the duration of marriage at the time of the violence, the nature of dowry demands, violence towards the victims,
reporting of the incident, and the outcomes. The paper concludes that in more than 80% of the cases, the outcome is the
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be the main tormentor. At the time of death, in almost all the cases, the woman was residing at her in-laws' residence.

Document Type: Article
Source: Scopus

Selke, W.L., Pepinsky, H.E.
The politics of police reporting in Indianapolis, 1948-1978
(1982) Law and Human Behavior, 6 (3-4), pp. 327-342. Cited 3 times.

Forensic Studies, Indiana University, Bloomington, 47405, Indiana, United States

Abstract
Crime statistics from the Indianapolis Police Department are interpreted inlight of news reports and interviews. A shift from
proactive enforcement (vice, traffic, and juvenile arrests) to reactive enforcement (taking citizen crime reports) begins in the
mid-1950s. If they do report offenses, police are blamed for failing to control crime. Eventually, if they fail to report offenses,
they are chided for being unresponsive to citizens. Even homicide statistics get manipulated as police are caught in political
cross-pressures. It is concluded that police would be better off if relieved of responsibility for defining the size and shape of
the crime problem. © 1982 Plenum Publishing Corporation.

Document Type: Article
Source: Scopus

Sheley, J.F., Ashkins, C.D.
Crime, crime news, and crime views
(1981) Public Opinion Quarterly, 45 (4), pp. 492-506. Cited 46 times.
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Abstract
This paper compares police, newspaper, television, and public images of crime trends for the seven FBI index crimes over
time, the relative frequency of occurrence of these offenses, and the characteristics of persons committing them. Media
presentations of crime trends over time are found generally unrelated to trends in police statistics. Newspaper presentation of
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the relative distribution of crimes approximates police figures more closely than does the television presentation. Public views
of the relative distribution of crimes but not of crime trends more closely approximate media presentations than police
presentations. Television's impact on public views of crime is apparently minor. Reasons for these findings and their
implications for crime news reporting are discussed. © 1981 by The Trustees of Columbia University.
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Abstract
Relatively large groups of the population feel fear for severe crimes. Notwithstanding notable increase in the frequencies of
these delicts there is a discrepancy between these two phenomena. The cause of this appears to be publicity in news media
and newspapers. These reports are often quoted from police sources and often have a sensational character. Secondly
public is interested in crimes more than in financial and economic news. The authors suggest that newspapers should pay
more sophisticated attention to crimes and their analysis in the court.
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Abstract
In Austria, but presumably in most European countries, there is a continuous decrease in crime reporting by newspapers.
This phenomenon is analysed: often simplified versions of a crime are taken too literally by newspapers; reporters no longer
investigate as carefully as before; mass media deliver crime stories in an overdose to the public; actual news is becoming
obsolete.
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