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Health threats on ships need to be

addressed based on common standards
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Best practices in implementing

the International Health Regulatioris

Laboratory preparedness to highly dangerous
and emerging pathogens: the Greek experience

Prof. Anna Papa, MD, PhD
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece



Laboratory diagnosis of the first CCHF case
In Greece

Rapid communications

A CASE OF CRIMEAN-CONGO HAEMORRHAGIC FEVER IN
GREECE, JuNE 2008

A Papa (annap@med.auth.gr)®, H C Maltezou®, § Tsfodras?, V 6 Dalla’®, T Papadimitriou?, I Plerroutsakos®, 6 N Kartalis?,
A Antoniadis®

June 2008; 46-year-old woman . No travel abroad. Agricultural worker. Tick
bite. Fever, hemorrhage. Outcome: fatal.
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Expect the
Unexpected

Effective disease surveillance and reporting are key strategies in
any attempt to control the spread of a serious disease
Collaboration is the only way forward in tackling emerging diseases.



EU :Enitponé¢ AnudéoLag Yyeioag-
DG SANCO

No 2119/98/EC EWRS

Early Warning and Response System

AikTuo avTaAAayng
(EMTTIOTEUTIKWYV)
TTANPOPOPIWV CXETIKA ME
BA2IKO2 AI2ZOHTHPAZ2  €m®nMieg 1] HEJOVWUEVD
AHMQOZ2IA2 YIEIA2 KpououaTta AOINwWOwWV
VOONUATWY TTOU UTTOPEI va
atroTeAOUV OUVNTIKN
OTTEIAN KOl YIO GAAEG

XWPEG.
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Early warning and response system

The restricted section of this application is devised for the operation of the EWRS.

Access to this section is limited to the members of the EWRS, i.e. the competent Public Health Authorities of the EU Member States, which have been designated officially by
the Government of their Country as members of the EWRS, and the competent service of the European Commission.'

Today: 30 April 2015 14:17

EWRS \Ersion 7.8

L3zt Update on 24 March 2014
DG SANTE - Heath Threat Unt
@ECOC

£ Logininto EW

User name:
Password:

LOGIN

Make sure you do not have CAPS LOCK on. Passiwords:
are C: ehstIvE. If you have forgotten or lost your
password, please contact us: EWRS-
helpdesk@ecdc.europa.eu
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tapplication for membership is hot possible to other individuals or organizations

Restricted Area
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Yo 1 e "< Health emergency preparedness
for imported cases of

high-consequence infectious

diseases

Operatlonal checklist for country preparedness planning
In the EU/EEA countries

www.ecdc.europa.eu




ExtiEgog KLVOUVOU

[IOIOZ O KINAYNOZ ? / NIGANOTHTA
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ExtiEgog KLvdUuvou
BAOMONAOT'HZH EIINTQXEQN ECDC-2017
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EAAGSa — TéAOC gmoxns mavodnuiac Covid
En(dnpir& AoLtpadn NooAhpata Extipnon Kivdvovou
IavoudpLog - Aekepfprog 2025
. Mupetdg A. Neidou
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l. SARI (EtTroxikn IN'pitrn 2022/ 23 ,SARS CoV-2, RSV)
VIII. MoAuopuegAiTida
IX. AIoTEPIWON OTN JIATPOWPIKN AAUCTIdOA
X. AOIMWEEIG ATTO TTOAUAVOEKTIKA VOO OKOMEIOKA

< <<




EAAada — Té€AOC emoxn¢ mravénuiag Covid
En(dnpika AoLpadn Noonupoata Extipnon Kivduvou
IavoudpLog¢ - AekepPprLog 2024
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Golden Eagle - Aquila chrysaetos
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2YNAPOMIKH KAINIKH MPOZEITI2H

AOINWEEIGC AVATTVEUOTIKOU

HmrartiTida / IkTeEpog

NaoTpevtepiTIiOa / KoAiTida / Aidppoia

NeupoAoyikn Zuvdpopun (XaAapn TrapaAuon,
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MERS-COV - EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Distribution of confirmed cases of MERS-CoV by reporting country and place of é
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e NEW ENGLAND
JOURNAL of MEDICINE

ESTABLISHED IN 1812 AUGUST 1, 2013 VOL. 369 NO.5

Hospital Outbreak of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
Coronavirus

Abdullah Assiri, M.D., Allison McGeer, M.D., Trish M. Perl, M.D., Connie S. Price, M.D.,
Abdullah A. Al Rabeeah, M.D., Derek A.T. Cummings, Ph.D., Zaki N. Alabdullatif, M.D., Maher Assad, M.D.,
Abdulmohsen Almulhim, M.D., Hatem Makhdoom, Ph.D., Hossam Madani, Ph.D., Rafat Alhakeem, M.D.,

Jaffar A. Al-Tawfig, M.D., Matthew Cotten, Ph.D., Simon J. Watson, Ph.D., Paul Kellam, Ph.D.,
Alimuddin |. Zumla, M.D., and Ziad A. Memish, M.D., for the KSA MERS-CoV Investigation Team*
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* Eurosurveillance e A2

Eurosurveillance, Volume 19, Issue 16, 24 April 2014
Rapid communications

A CASE OF IMPORTED MIDDLE EAST RESPIRATORY SYNDROME CORONAVIRUS
INFECTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE, GREECE, APRIL 2014

S Tsiodras 12, A Bakal, A Mentis3, D lliopoulos?, X Dedoukoul, G Papamavrou?l, S
Karadima!, M Emmanouil3, A I_(styvakls% N Sg)anak!s“, A Pavlil, H Maltezou?l, A
Karageorgou®, G Spalal, V Pitiriga%, E Kosmas®, S TS|ag7kI|56,_S Gkatzias®, NG
Koulouris’, A Koutsoukou®, P Bakakos’, E Markozanhs’, G Dionellis’, K Pontikis8,
N Rovina®, M Kyriakopoulou?8, P Efstathiou®, T Papadimitriou!, J Kremastinou?, A
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University of Athens Medical School, Athens Greece
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Microbiology Department, University of Athens Medical School, Athens, Greece
National Health Operations Center, Athens, Greece

Metropolitan Hospital Athens Greece

(F;irst Department of Respiratory Medicine, University of Athens Medical School, Athens,
reece

Intensive Care Medicine first Department of Respiratory Medicine, University of Athens
Medical School, Athens Greece



2015 Middle East respiratory syndrome outbreak in

South Korea
Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

2015 MERS in South Korea
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WEEKLY BULLETIN

Communicable disease threats report

Week 23, 31 May - 5 June 2025
This week’s topics

1. Salmonella Infantis outbreak among small children in Germany and Austria
2. Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever, Spain 2025

3. Autochthonous chikungunya virus disease — Réunion and Mayotte, France, 2024-2025

4. Chikungunya and dengue - Multi-country (World) - Monitoring global outbreaks — Monthly update
5. Influenza A(H5N1) - Multi-country (World) - Monitoring human cases

6. Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) — Multi-country — Monthly updat

7. Mass gathering monitoring - Hajj - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - 2025




This week’s topics

« 1. Salmonella Infantis outbreak among small children in Germany and
Austria

« 2. Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever, Spain 2025

« 3. Autochthonous chikungunya virus disease — Réunion and Mayotte,
France, 2024-2025

* 4. Chikungunya and dengue — Multi-country (World) — Monitoring
global outbreaks — Monthly update

* 5. Influenza A(H5N1) — Multi-country (World) — Monitoring human cases

* 6. Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) — Multi-
country — Monthly update

« /. Mass gathering monitoring - Hajj - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - 2025



3. Iatrogenic botulism, exposure in Turkiye

Week 11, 1218 March 2028

Iatrogenic botulism, exposure in Tiirkiye

Since late February 2023, and as of 17 March 2023, 17 cases of botulism have been reported in Germany (15
cases), Austria (one case), and Switzerland (one case).

e All these cases had history of a recent medical procedure consisting of intragastric injection of botulinum
neurotoxin for treating obesity in Tlrkiye.

e At the same time, the IHR National Focal Point for Ttrkiye reported 53 cases botulism diagnosed between 28
February and 8 March 2023 among individuals who underwent the same procedure in two private hospitals in
Istanbul (50 cases) and Izmir (three cases).

e  Overall, 65 cases had the procedure performed in a single clinic in Istanbul.

e Although it remains unclear whether this event represents a therapeutic or procedural issue in the involved
hospitals, the procedure is not authorised by competent authorities in the EU.

e ECDC recommends that EU/EEA citizens avoid intragastric treatments with BONT for obesity which, besides
not being authorised in the EU, is currently associated with a significant risk of developing botulism.

 Individuals who have travelled to Turkiye for intragastric injection of botulinum neurotoxin between 22
February and 1 March 2023 are encouraged to seek medical advice from their healthcare provider, particularly
if they experience symptoms such as weakness, difficulty in breathing and/or swallowing.



