Aristotle, Categories

Ch.2

1a20. Of things there are: (a) some are said of a subject but are not in any subject. For
example, man is said of a subject, the individual man, but is not in any subject.
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(b) Some are in a subject but are not said of any subject. (By 'in a subject' I mean what is in
something, not as a part, and cannot exist separately from what it is in.) For example, the individual
knowledge-of-grammar is in a subject, the soul, but is not said of any subject ; and the individual
white is in a subject, the body (for all colour is in a body), but is not said of any subject.

(c) Some are both said of a subject and in a subject. For example, knowledge is in a subject, the
soul, and is also said of a subject, knowledge-of-grammar.

(d) Some are neither in a subject nor said of a subject, for example, the individual man or
individual horse-for nothing of this sort is either in a subject or said of a subject. Things that are
individual and numerically one are, without exception, not said of any subject, but there is nothing
to prevent some of them from being in a subject-the individual knowledge-of-grammar is one of the
things in a subject.

Ch.4

1b25. Of things said without any combination, each signifies either substance or quantity or
qualification or a relative or where or when or being-in-a-position or having or doing or being
affected. To give a rough idea, examples of substance are man, horse; of quantity: four-foot, five-
foot; of qualification: white, grammatical ; of a relative: double, half, larger; of where : in the
Lyceum, in the market-place; of when : yesterday, last-year ; of being-in a-position: is-lying, is
sitting; of having: has-shoes-on, has armour- on; of doing : cutting, burning ; of being affected:
being-cut, being-burned.
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Ch.5

2 all.A substance-that which is called a substance most strictly, primarily, and most of all--is
that which is neither said of a subject nor in a subject, e.g. the individual man or the individual
horse.

2 a34- All the other things are either said of the primary substances as subjects or in them as
subjects. This is clear from an examination of cases. For example, animal is predicated of man and
therefore also of the individual man; for were it predicated of none of the individual men it would
not be predicated of man at all. Again, colour is in body and therefore also in an individual body ;
for were it not in some individual body it would not be in body at all. Thus all the other things are
either said of the primary substances as subjects or in them as subjects. So if the primary
substances did not exist it would be impossible for any of the other things to exist.



