
Athens MA  
Winter term 2024-5  
University of Athens 

Aristotle course 

Stasinos Stavrianeas  
Assistant Professor   

Hellenic Open University 

The course consists in a more or less exhausBve survey of Aristotle’s views concerning knowledge and 
being. In examining Aristotle’s main arguments for the possibility of knowledge, and scienBfic knowledge 
(episteme) in parBcular, as well as his main arguments for the priority of substance among all other beings 
and the dependence of all other beings on substanBal beings, we will also consider the views of earlier 
philosophers (PresocraBcs and Plato) against which Aristotle reacts before construcBng and proposing his 
own picture of reality.  

The requirements for the course consist in the presentaBon and submission of a short essay (max: 3000 
words excluding footnotes and bibliography) on one of the following topics  
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4. Aristotle’s theory of the principles of change. (Physics I.7-8)  
Aristotle, Physics, Books I–II, translated with introduction and notes by William Charlton, Oxford: 
Clarendon Press (Clarendon Aristotle Series), 1970 (2nd. ed. 1992).
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Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1936.
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5. Aristotle’s theory of mo7on (Physics III.1-3)  
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Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1936.
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7. Aristotle’s Hylomorphism. 
Cohen, S. Marc, 1992 [1995], “Hylomorphism and FuncBonalism,” in Nussbaum and Rorty (eds.) 1992 
[1995], 57–73. 
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8. Aristotle’s theory of causa7on and his teleology. (Physics II.7-8)  
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Press.

11.  The ontology of the Metaphysics (form) 
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12. The ontology of the Metaphysics (Universals)  
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