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AmS tnv emoyti tov Calem, éxet vmooTnpyBel 1 mbavétnra plog dueons oxéong ueTaél WuyoKkowovIKGY napa-
YOVT@OV Kl TOAADV popedv kapkivov. Eidikd TNV TEAguTala Sexastia, onuaviiks uépog e épevvag éxet eoTiaorel
og wa mbavij obvéeon ustalV e supdvionc kat avanTuéng Kapkivov Kai Tov WUYoAoylkol oTpeS - Ui oYEcn mov
lowg axdua naipvel T poper airiov — anotedéoparog. O rEPIoCOTEPES Epevveg oTo Bdua autd, npoorafovyv va cuv-
Séoovy v maboyéveon Touv kapkivov ue Svo TpWTAPXIKG OTOLYEIN, GmWG Eival o1 Sidpopec WUYOUETPIKEG npoSiabé-
CEIG Kal 1 ovvarsOnuatiki woropie Twv atduwyv. O rpoavapepoueves neréteg Ba propodsay va ywpiotody gg Svo
VTOKQTIYOPIESG, EKEIVEG OV EEETALOLY TO POAO TV XAPAKTNPIOTIKADV TG CUUREPIPOPUG, KaTd TV TOPEiQ ™me aobé-
VEIQG KQL EKEIVEG IOV EPELVOUY TIS GTPATNYIKEC QVTIPETOTIONS TV SUOUEVDY KATAGTACEDV TIIC Lwnis Twv ouykeKpl-
HEVY atdumy. To onuavrikd Oéua sivar 6t1 éva peydio HEPOG QUTAY TV HEAETOV, TEPIEYOVY EAGTTOLATA uebodolo-
yiag, ta cofapdtepa ek Twv omoiwy sival o axatdAAnies TexviKés mAoyEs Twv EAEYYOUEVDY opdSwy Kat n avadpo-
wiktj ugfodog épevvag. Eivar evSiapépov 61 ta GTOTEAECLATA [TI0 TPOCPATWY UEAETDY, emBefaidvovy Kat CUUTTAT-
pAVOLV Tat ATOTEAECLATO TPOTYOUUEVDY LUEAETAY, KQTaAjyovrag oto cuunépacua 6Tl ta droya ye rpodidfeon yia
kapkivo, mépa and v avénuévny mbavétnta avdrtuéne Kapkivov, mapovsidfovy —av vropépovy and kapkivo —
vynidtepa rooootd Gvnodtnrac.

H mbavdtnra dusong oyfong petakd yoyoxot-
VOVIKOV TOPOYOVTOV Kol TOAADY HOpedY KopKivoy
€xer 110 avopepdei and v enoxq tov I'ainvoy. Ei-
ducotepa, v teAevtaia Sekaetia évag afoonuein-
TOG apBULOG EPELVMV £XEL EGTIACEL TO EVSIOQEPOV TOV
ce pie ev8exOuevn akoun kal atiddn oxéon avd-
UECT OTRY ELPAVIOT KUl AVATITUEN KapKIVOL Kt 670
YUYOKOWOVIKG 6TPeG. O mEPLocOTEPES PELVEG BTNV
nepoxn avtn npocsnabodyv vo cuvdécovy v nado-
YEVEST TOL KaPKIVOL UE TIg 800 Bacikég ouvioTapus-
VES TNG TPOSIAPEGIKIG TPOSWTIKOTNTAC KHL TOV GU-
vaisbnpatucod maperbovtog tov atduov. Emtridoy,
Ol £DEVVEG IOV UGYOAOVVTAL UE TNV TTPMOTN TapPde-
TPO UTTOPOLY VA X®PISTOVY 6€ SV0 EMUEPOVS KATT-
yopieg: og exeiveg T1g Epevveg mov eEetdlouvy To pd-

*Ivotitovto Epeuvav kat Texvoroylug Havemotnuiov Manchester
**Puytarpics Tunpa Noookoueiov «Ayiog Zapacy, Adfva

L0 TV CUUTEPIPOPIOTIKDY GTOXEIV GTHY e&éMén
NG VOGOL Kol GE EKEIVEG TOL GLoYOAODVTAL [LE TOUC
TPOTOLG TTOL TO GTOUO avTaneEépyetal o8 SUOKOAES
KOTAOTAGE. LINY TPOKELEVT TEPINTOOT TO KOPLO
Citnpa elvon 611 évag peydAog aplbudg tov tapa-
TAVE EPELVAY ELTEPIEXEL OPLOLEVEG LEBOSOAOYIKES
advvapies ue coPapotepeg exeiveg mov avapépovial
OTIG AKATAAANAES TEXVIKEG EMAOYTNG TV OpdSwV &-
AEYXOL KL GTNV OVOSPOULKT] LOPT TOV EPELVAIY.
ISwitepo evSlapépov emdeikviouy ta svpripnata npd-
CPATWOV EPELVHOV TOL EMPERAIDOVOLY TAAMOTEPES -
AETEG KA1 MPOYXWPAVTAG AKOWUN. REPIGGOTEPO KO.TO~
ATpyouy 671 T0 dTopo oL Bewpeital «ERIPPENECH GTOV
Kopkivo 8ev mapovcidlel peyaAdtepn mbavoTnTo va.
avomTigetl Kopkivo adrd dtav /dn éxel kapkivo wa-
povcidlel Mydtepeg mbavotnrteg empBinonc.

Av xat Tig tehevtaieg Vo Sexastieg Eyet S0l
Waltepn Eu@oon 0T oxEoN TOL Stress pe TN GTEPU-
viaia vooo (coronary heart disease/CHD), 1 onoia &-
xer amodeiybel kat texpunprodel enapkdg, o1 épeuveg
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AtteATniciag KopTiCO0AN Avoaoo- AvarrTugn
AvikavéTnTog Evd. Otiolya KATAOTOAR Kapkivou
KatdBAiyng ACTH

Iyfno 1. Tny: Solomon A: Psychoimmunology: interactions between central nervous systems and immune systems. Journal of Neuroscience

Research 1987, 18: 1-9.

yia tn oyéon stress Kot kapkivov dev Ba propovce
vo vrtootrprybel 6t éxouy Tpoywprnost Whaitepa Kol
OT1L 0LV KATAANEEL GE LIKOVOTOMTIKG CLUTEPACILT-
to. [Mopdda autd 8o propovooav v’ avapepboiv a-
E10M0YEC €PELVEG UE TOAD OTUOVTIKG amoTeléopa-
T 660V aPopd TN oxEon stress Kal 0pLoUEVOY LLop-
Qv kokonbeiog 0nwe exeivny touv Lehrer! yio xap-
Kivo otopdyov, tav Jacobs kot Charles? yia tov Kap-
kivo ota maudid, touv Eysenck® yia kapxivo mveons-
vav kat tov Cooper* yio. Kopkivo pactov.

ApKETAH vopic TOPOLCLASTKAY SLEPOPES LTO-
Béoeig yo va eényficouy to unyovioud pécm Tov o-
7oiov 1o stress givol SuvaToV Vo TPOKAAEGEL KAPKI-
vo. Tavtdypova, dpyioay va StaTurdvovTal 9ewpieg
7ov TPocTadoloay Ol HEV LEGH TV PUGIOAOYIK®V
Kot 01 8¢ LECH TOV YUYOAOYIKMOV Sadika.oudy va ep-
HTVEGGOLY TOV LPIGTALEVO UNXOVIGUO. AV Kdl Ol Olo-
Sikacieg auTég (PUCIOAOYIKEG Kl WUYXOAOYIKEG) dEV
£YouV aKOUN TANPOG aroKwdikonombel, 0¥oTdC0 o1
EPELVIITES £X 0LV KaTaANEEL 6TO CLPREPACLLA YO THY
vrapén oxéong RETAld YULOKOWOVIK®OV Tapoyov-
TOV Kol OPLGHEVEOV TUTTOV KApKivov.

IIpdogarta ouwg n Bepedimon kol avamtugn Tov
SIEMOTNUOVIKOU TOUEN TTG YUY OVEUPOUVOGOAOYING
(psychoneuroimmunology) mpocndbnoe va cuvevo-
OEL TG TTpoNyoLueves Béoelg oe a evicio Bewplos.
Etot, 1 umay@yni TOL VELPLKOY, TOL LVOGOTOINTIKOV
Kol EVEOKPIVIKOL GLGTIILOTOS GE EVIRIO TAIGLO 81~
poVPYNOE VEEG TPOORTIKEG OTNV KATAVON G TOV O-
Aov unyovieopoL. Ta tpld aLTE CUCTHRLATE UETUPE-
povy TATIPOQOPiES Tpog Kot and to Kevrpiko Nevpt-
k6 Looctnua (KNI). Opyovikés aAAOUDGELS ROV AL~

Bavouv ympa oe Srdpopeg neployés tov KN, 18wot-
tépw¢ atov vmobdAapo xovv g arotéiecua Sia-
QOPETIKES AVTIOPAGELS TOV AVOGOTOMTIKOY GLOTH-
HoToG. .

O @avepol unyavicpol Tov ELTAEKOVTAL G~ 0LV~
TR v ToAbmAoxT aAAnAenidpaan evieydouy T Be-
wpio Tt TO stress elval SuvaTov va, £XEL ERISpACT OTIS
avTISPAGELG TOL O.VOCOTOTIKOD GLGTHUATOG TPO-
Koddvtag petafoArés oto evdokpiviko chotnua. B-
101, pével avoikti 1 mbavdtnta dueong enidpaong
Tov stress 6t1 Snuiovpyic aAlowboewv. Epevveg £det-
Eav 0T OL AGTPOVAVLTES TV AT0GTOAMY Apollo xat
Skylab napovsicoov aAAOUDGEL; TOL AVOCOTOMTIKOV
TOLE GLGTHIATOC KATA TNV TPocBaAdcowon, 1L Te-
piodo £vtovou stress. LUYKEKPLLEVO, OL AGTPOVAVTEG
Tov Apollo oVpewva pe tov Fisher kot touvg cuvep-
yateg Tov® Rapovsicooy VYNAd enineda AEROOKLT-
Tapwv kot Tov Skylab nopovciocoy vyniotepa eni-
eSO AELKAOV AULOCPAIPIWY CUYKPVOLEVO LLE TO TPO
nTiong enineda’.

To oynpe 1 ntapovcidler tny nopeia 1 onola @o-
vep@ver 0Tt dtav TO stress EnNLSPd GTNY TPOSWMTLKO-
Ta, autd éxel e arotélecua TN dNUoLPYIN CL-
voloBnudtov apnyaviag, anelmoiog Kol KaTdbAL-
YNNG, To OTOL0 LE T1 GELPU TOLS SNULOLPYOVY OPHO-
vikéG Kol AAAEG avTidpdcelg Omwg KopTiLoin, ade-
vokoptikotponivy (ACTH) wor GAleg evdoyeveig
VOPKMOTIKEG OLGIEG. LT GUVEYLELX Ol OLOIEG TVTEQ
npokolotv aAAOUhoELS/ LETAPBOAES TOL AVOCOTOL-
TIKOU GUGTHLLOTOG, Ol OTOIES EMITPETOLY O KUPKI-
voug mov Bpiokovtal og TMOAD TpOwa otddi v’
avantuyfovv.
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To povtéro avtd otnpiletat o€ TAPOILOL0 HOV-
téhov tov Solomon®, 0 onoiog éxel LIooTNPIEEL ofe-
vapd v VrapEn KOVOGOKOTAGTAALEVTIE» TTPOCW-
mKkdHTNTOG ("immunosupression-prone” personality),
n onoia Tpootdudlet oTny npocwonikdtnte Tvmov C.

Eyet yivei eupitepa anodexth N vrapEn avlpo-
nwov yapaxtipa Torov A, SnAaS1 aTopov Tov é-
ye1 Tpodidfeon v otepaviaio vooo. @a fitav duva-
16V kot eméktaoct va vostnprxdel n vnapén ato-
pov Tomov C, dnAadn atépov pe npodiddeon v
Kapxivo; Mig EMGKONNGN TWV OYETIKDV EPELVOY TO
1989 a6 tov Gross® £8s1&e 6t1vndpyovy 18 Eexwpt-
oTEC £PELVEG, GTIG OTOIEG M nPOoTAfEd KATATVIENG
TV cuvalsONpPaTOV TapovcidleTal Mg Topdyoviug
enucvduvotntag (risk factor) gite KOPKIVOYEVESTIG El-
1€ TPOYVWGONG TNG VOGOU. ZT1G REPLCCOTEPES AT QLU-
Téc TIg EPEVLVEG EYOLV npaypatonomdel cuyKpioelg
petabld TV KapKIVOTaddy Kot TV opddmv EAEYY0L
(control groups) Kot 0LV Bpedel ioyupd crovxeia Tov
anoSELKVUOLY GTL 18101TEPMG Ol 0.60evElg e Kapki-
vO Lo.aTol EMSEIKVVOLY 0piGHEVO TOTTO GUUTEPIPO-
pdc mov xapoktnpiteTal amd THY KATOGTOAN TMV GL-
varsOnpdtov Tovg. Elvar Aoiroy, mdoavov adArd oy
AAMPOE TEKUTPUOREVO OTLT GUUTEPLPOPE AVTH ATO-
TeAel o Tpolbmdpyovoa npodidBeon Kot dev elval
amAdg o avtidpacn KATOWoL 1oL VIOPEPEL ARO
xapkivo. To YAPUKTNPLOTUKS OVTO TG nodoAOYIKNHS
76.01¢ TOL £XEL TO GTORO V pEGEL GUVAVTATAL OV-
xvé 670 Kakdnbeg perdvana, 10 OTOi0 ENioNG CLV-
Séetar pe vyNAG enineda TPOVTAPYOVTOG Stress.

Av Kot T0 TAB0G TV LILAPYOVCOV EPELVAV E-
VIGUEL TNV ATTOWT Y1 TRV Ymapén Torov C, oo Ty
GAAN M Tpaypotoroinom SKTEVEGTEPMY EPELVAV VIO
TOV EVIOTG IO TMV EMUEPOLG CTOLXEIWMYV KL TV (L-
GIOAOYIK®V UNYAVICLAOV TOL SUYKEKPLEVOL TOTOL
fempovvtal emiPePANIEVES.

H ovpnepipopd Tomov C oploBeTffnKe 0PYKDG
and tov Morris'® yio vo KAVeL TV avTiSiaoToA] HE
11 cuumepwpopés Tumov A (emippénER. OE CTEQA-
vieia) kar Tonov B (tcoppoTNUEVIS TPOCOMIKOTN-
TEc) MOV ECHYOYOY O Friedman xat Rosenman''.

AkL{lel £8d va onpeibel 0Tt TEPUROTIKES EPEL-
VEG WE QVTITPOCMTEVTIKY LT TOV Kneier kot
Temoshok!? anédeifav 611 Ot TAOYOVTES and GTEPQ-
vigie VOGO LE CURTEPLPOPE TOTOL A KL HE Xopad-
KTNPLGTIKO TPOCSOTLKOTITUG «AHA» Sk prtikd nov
NPOEPYETAL ATO TO. a.pY1KE TOoL Bupov, TS gY0poTtN-
T0¢ KOl TG EMOETIKOTNTUG ot AyyMxd (Anger,
Hostility ko Aggression) Bpiokovtay 6Tov avtinoda
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Mg oLUTEPLPOPEG Tvmov C TV TacyOVIOVY anod
kapkivo mov gapaxtnpifetar Onwg TpoavaOEPONKE
and aLGTNPS EAEYYO T®V cuvalsinudtov.

H xatooToM] TOV GLUVOIGONUATOY KOl CUYKE-
Kptuéva Tov Bupov cuvdéetal e vynid enineda a-
vocooalpivig A'*™ ta omola £xovv anodsiyxdel 6Tt
Y 0LV HEYGAO BAOIO GUGYETIONG UE HLETUCTACELG KO
fvnowotnta eboutiog Kaprivov Tov naotov. To stress
yevikd BEPoara £xEL amodsyfel oTL GUVTEIVEL KOL OF
HETOCTAOEG Kal GAA@V LOPPOV KapKivoy'se.

Extd¢ and TNV KATATViEn TOV suvaicinpdtov
tov 1o dtopo Tomov C €xel Ppebel anod Tov Baltrusch
KOl TOUG GUVEPYATEG TOL' OTL Elvat vrepPOALKd ov-
VEPYAOILO Kat T|PEHO, EAAKIOTO Suva ko, LEOYWPT-
K0, Tpdo, avalntd Tn YeAvI, ATOPEVYEL TIG GLY-
KPOUGELG, AVTIOPG 1E QLHUVTIKO TPOTO 0TO stress Kal
Sev ex@pdlel T apvnTiKG TOL suvolshiquata Omwg
auTé Tov Bupov N TG ayWVIHG.

To TUPARAVE CUUTEPCORATO gmpepaldvovy
KOl Ol ETOUEVEG, GYETIKE TPOCOUTEG §peuVEG, Ot O-
noleg avaEEPOVTUL AMOKAEIGTIKE GTOV KUPKIVO TOL
pactob mov fewpeital anod Tovg gpeLVNTEG OTL OLTLO-
TeENEl TN LOPET EKEIVN TOVL KAPKIVOL TTOL ennpeale-
Ton o€ peyaAutepo (g Pabud and TA LUPUKTINPL-
GTIKG TNE KPOCWTIKSTNTUG.

To 1987 o Jensen!® oe pia. TPOSPOUIKT TOL EPEV-
V@ TIOL GUHHETEI AV 52 Yovaikes pe KopKivo LaoTou
wcan 34 vyteic g opndda eléyyov e€étace T oyEoT He-
TaED YUYLOAOYIKMOV TaPAYOVTOV Kat ropetag g vo-
GOL YPTICLLOTODVTUS Kl Sy povikt| LEAETR OF TE-
plodo kutd pécov 6po 624 nuepdv. Ot YuxohoYIKES
petopAntés agoloyndnkay ue KMUQKeS VYNANG eY-
kupdtnTag Kot aglomotiag g T4¢n¢ tou 89%-98%.
H 6TaTioTIKY VAAVoT] KUl gneEepyaocio TOMATANG
nov epdppoce £deiEe 6T eEdnhwon Tov KopKivov
GYETILOTAV UUECT. UE katootoipévn (repressive) CUR-
REPIPOPQ, LE UEIMUEVT] EKPPUCT] apVNTIKOV EMSPA-
GEmV, ILE TO GUVSPOUO aunyaviog - areAmoiog, ue
yxpOVO siress Kot ULE OVEIPOTOANGT Y10 OVOKOUPIOT.

H Sgutepn épevva. givan tov Gilbar ko Florian'®
kot apopd 30 yuvaixkeg 1e KAaPKivo LooTol € GTd-
S1o oL Sev eMdEYETAUL XEPOLPYIKT EMERLPACT. Ta a-
TOTEAEGRLATE TG £pEvVaG £d5av EUKPVAOG VYNAES
LETPHOEL, OE OLPVNTICUO, arehmicia, katddiyn, -
xOpOTNTA, YLXOTIOHO Kal COUATONONOT CLULTTM-
patov. Ta LOPAKTNPIOTIKG TG SULTEPIPOPEG OLL-
g UIOPOVY Va EENYHCOLY TOUG AOYOUG Yo TOVG O-
nolovg o1 yuvai{keg oUTES kaBuotépnoay GTo V' OVa.-
Intioovuv Porbeto, yio TNV KAaTAGTUGH TOLG VOpite-
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PO € AMOTEAECUE VO PTAGEL GE [UT] XEWPOLPYHOIUT
Lopot.

H npoocoatn mpodpopkny €psuva twv Cary
Cooper kot Brian Faragher?® ue éva peydio deiypa
2.163 yuvaikdv mov gnokéebnkav e§wtepikd watpsia
aviyvevong Kapkivou Tov paotol yia éva check-up
poutivag anédelle 0TI GLUYKEKPILEVO LOPUKTIPLOTL-
KA TG TPOCSORIKOTNTOS TOV YUVALIKOV QUTOV 010~
Téhecav npodinbecikods napdyovies yia avEnuivn
mfavoTnTU avantuéng kupkivou Tov pootod. Ta yo-
PUKTNPIOTIKA aUTH KoL GTNV §PELVA GVTT GLVASOLY
1’ exelva oL tapovstdoTnkav and Tig TPOoNyovuE-
veg épeuveg. Kat o1 gpevvnTés KaTaAyouy: «To va
eEWTEPLKEVOLY OL YOVOIKEG TO GLVALCONUATE TOVG KL
va ek@pdfovv 1o Bund Tovg anodecuebovTaG stress
elvol Tapa ROAL ELEPYETIKS KOBMG e ToV TPpOTO av-
14 pewdvouv v mboavotnta avdntuéng kapxivou
Tou pactovy. Ot epeuvnTés avaeépouy 0T 1 KATd-
otaon yivetor axdéun ®o emkivsuvn yia Tig yovai-
KEG UE TN oLyKeKpwévn mpodidbeon ol onoise Pid-
vouv kd oo coPapd yeyovog ot LN Toug, OTME uio
coPopn acBéveia | TRV anOAE EVOG AYATLEVOL
TOLG TPOCMTOV.

Exe1 Bpebel 611 ta drtopa mov mevBovv yio kd-
rowov S1kd tovg, epeuvifovy atoug endpevoug 6 e
12 prveg onpavtikd vynid enineda BvnowwdtnTag o-
6 Kopkivo* 22, Apketés £psuveg £xouv anodeifel tnv
TATILHEAT AELTOLPYIN TOL AVOGOTOINTIKOV GLOTHLA-
TOG K0T TNV 7EPiodo ouTH KOl CLYKEKPLLEVA TNV
KOTAOTOAN TNG AELTOLPYING TV TPOSpou®mY AEUPO-
kutTdpov T Kol TV KLTTd PV eoviddwv?®*, Ta ye-
yovdta mov €xouv amoderyBel 0TL TpoxaAovY TO TAS-
ov €vTovo stress oto dropo Kot 6T oxetilovtar pe v-
ynAd enineda Bvnoywdtnrog e€orting Tov Kapkivov si-
val 0 8avoTog Tov cLVTPOPOL, O YLWPLCHAOS Kot To did-

Coyvio kot 0 Bdvartog evog pEROVG TNG 0tKOYEVELNGH2S,

Z. Avtoviou Kai ouv,

Tevikd Spwg, o1 TEPLoCOTEPES EPEVVEG TTOL TLPO-
onafovv va cLGYETIOOLY TO WYLYOKOLVVLKO Stress He
TNV ELQAVICT] KOKOTOELG, VEOKPUTTOLY GOPapEg eY-
yevelg advvaples, pe mo acikn Ty avikavotnidg
TOoug vo tpocdilopicovy gpovikd Tn dnuovpyia Tov
Oykou. Auté Bewpeiton 1ISTEPMS OTIROVTIKS Y1 VA
ebakpiBwbel katd mécov mpaypatikd to dnola
GTPECCOYOVA YEYOVOTH, TPOTYOUVTAL TNG ELPAVIOTIS
Tov kapkivov. AAworts, sivor eEoxpiPouévo 611 0
kaxotnfein sival Suvatdy va evordpyel ToAAd Ypod-
V0L TPV TNV EROAVIGT ToL Kapkivov?, Eival i ano-
Kaiobuevn Aavldvovoa nepiodog (latency period) nov
0TI ULOTOAOYIKEG VEOTTALGIES KOLOUVETAL YOP® OTO
TEVTE €11, EVID GTIG VEOTAQCIEG LAUOTOV PTAVEL KOl
To §vdexa €Tm.

AAAN onpovTikn advvaiio Toy EpELVAY ouThY
Bewpeitar to yeyovdg 6TL suyvd rapafiénovtar on-
LOVTIKEG LETAPANTEG CUUTEPLPOPAS TOL T pEPAA-
Aovtai, OM®G 1} CLUUOPP®ST TOL aeBevolg pe TNV
gvdewvoouevn Bepamneia kKabme kal GAAOL TapdyOV-
1e¢ voonpotntog mov oyetilovtat pe tov tpdno {m-
¢ (Blatta, doxnon, KARVICUO, aAKOOA).

Z‘ng'napandvm gyyevelg advvauieg nmpénel vo
mpootefoly Kat ot entpLAdEelg Tov Exouv StuTLRm-
Bel yio v eykvpdtnta tng pnebodoroyiag twv epev-
VOV TOL OYETILOVTAL [LE TOLG YUY OKOIWVOVIKOUG Ta-
pdyovieg 6TOV KupKivo, Adym Tov 4Tt oL TEPLISGOTE-
peg eival oyedacuéveg oe avadpouks Bdon
(retrospective research).

TIépa dpwg and Tig Onoisg nebodoAoyikég 1 GA-
Agg advvauieg TV EPELVOV CLTMOV TPEREL VAL TOVL-
SToUV 1BLULTEPMG Ol TEPINTMGELG EKEIVES TV aoBe-
VAV TTOL T L6 XLPT TOovg BéANGT va kepdicovy tn Lwn,
avaykaoav Tov Kapkivo, Onwe avagspstol otn Sie-
ovn Bifroypagia, oe avBopuNTN CLPPiKVOGT (Spon-
taneous shrinkage).

Summary

S. ANTONIOU, M. DAVIDSON, G. KALLERGIS: Psychosocial Variables and Personality Type C. Hellenic Oncology
1998, 34: 153-157.

Since Galen’s years it has been argued the possibility of a direct relationship between psychosocial factors and many
forms of cancer. Specifically, in the last decade a remarkable amount of research is focused on a possible even causal association
between the onset and development of cancer and psychosocial stress. Most of the research in this area attempts to connect
the pathogenesis of cancer with two primary elements such as the various psychometric predispositions and the emotional
history of the individuals. The former studies could be subdivided into two categories: those studies which examine the
role of behavioural traits in the disease course and those which investigate the person’s coping strategies against life’s adverse
situations. The important issue is that a great deal of the above studies conceal certain methodological flaws the most serious
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being the improper selection techniques of the control groups and the retrospective method of research. Interestingly, the
findings of more recent studies confirm and complete those of previous ones concluding that the cancer-prone individual
apart from the increased likelihood to develop cancer, if he suffers from cancer, he presents higher rates of mortality.
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