THE EUROPEAN POLICIES OF
ROM'.1,'IA
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Romania: An mdependent state smee December 25,1989
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SERBIA

Romania: Advantageous economic
geo-position
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SZEKELY LAND ISSUES

:l Hungarian (Székely) majority COVASNA
I:] Romanian majority Present counties of Romania
[] rRoma (Gypsy) majority @ County capitals
[_1 No ethnic group over 50% @ Other towns

Traditional Székely Land (as of 1876) Sources:

1. The proposed status for the

I:] Proposed borders of the Székely Land Autonomous Székely Land

as advocated by the Szekler National Council 2. The Romanian Census of 2002
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Relations with the
Republic of Moldova

O In 1991 Moldova declared its
independence fmlg USSR -and
reestablished its Wra/ and historical

[H1l

ties with Romania..’. |

O Romania provides fmancia y
support -> to become ellglble for EU
integration 1l

O Supplies gas and electl'lvcf! }
declaring a 60-day sla

dual c:tlzenshlp A\

3 ‘ ( F
Jd Conflicts may 000(11’ d) PBO-Russ:an 23
PRO-EU population & b)due to the region
of Transnistria




UKRAINE
MOLDOVA
{ TRANSNISTRIA
Separatist region, self-declared statehood
dependent economically, politically and military
Chisinauo by Russia but part of the Moldavian territory

ROMANIA Beresool

Black Sea
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 Romania’s GDP per capita is estimated to be 30,000 which ranks below the EU
average of 37,600 and accounts for 1,9% of EU’s total GDP

0" in terms of GDP per capita in PPS, below EU average< at 80% in 2023

lotal noglginal GDP near at 332,2 billion euros (2023) VS 172,3
n

d ———

r <The country with the highest enellmendence IMIe "

n energy imports compared fo the E w‘ﬂf5 7%). /

about 26% of the Romanian population (
sequently contributes about 4,3 % of

ighest rates

ora->The biggest contributor in Rom 0nomly, 2023 6,5
niributed , accounts for 2% of total d slightly exceeds the total
n direct investment



DOMESTIC POLITICS-ELECTORAL MECHANISM

= Semi-Presidential Republic with the President
being the head of the State and the Prime

A | S Minister the head of the government
[PRESIDENT e
- PR MINETER = Bicameral parliamentary system
e — -> SENATE /136 seats
> CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES /334
" 18 of which are reserved for ethnic minority
iENATE . AN *"W\;Oﬁ represenitatives.
CHAMBER OF|| | vice- PRESIDENTS} ny ¥
B AEE?&EE? 'y CEBN?Y_‘ [OCAL » Proportional electoral system (5% threshold)
COUNCIL COUNCIL
t = Current Prime Minister: Marcel Ciolacu (PSD)

VOTERS

= Current President: Klaus lohannis (since 2014,
prolonged his mandate-2024 elections scandal)
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ELENA LASCONI PRESIDENT OF USR

PARTY (SAVE ROMANIA UNION)
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THE TIMELINE OF EU INTEGRATION

February 15! ,1993 Romania signs an Association Agreement with the EU.

June 21, 1995 representatives of all political parties, the Unions, the Academy
and the Church took part in the signing of the Snagov declaration, the official
application for EU membership.

Till 1999, Romania hadn’t made significant progress towards EU integration
until the Kosovo Crisis.

December 1999, The European Council in Helsinki decides to open accession
negotiations with Romania.

May 29", 2004 becomes a NATO member.

December, 2004 the Brussels European Council confirmed the conclusion of
accession negotiations reaffirming the accession.

January 15,2007 Romania becomes officially a full-fledged member of the
European:Union.
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I. EU Funds since pre-accession through the so-called PHARE program

/. Being the 2" poorest country in the time of EU accession after Bulgaria,
Romania becomes a net beneficiary receiving 3,2% of the EU budget.
. “Almost 16 years affer accession, Romania has contributed around €217
billion to the EU budget and, in parallel, received €62 billion. So a positive
* balance of at least 41 billion,” ((Ana-Maria Icatoiu, expert on access to EU
funds and Vice-President of the UGIR Women Entrepreneurs’ Organization
(OFA), 2023))

* V. 2007-2013 lost 4 billion in allocated funds.

V. 2014-2020 1)sent the most unrealistic estimates fo the Commission
2)Till 2017 spent less than 1% of the EU allocated budget

LA




EU INTEGRATION

wHY DID IT WANT 10 ENTER THE wHY IT ENTERED IN REALITY
EUROPEAN PROJECT




Transfer
Schengen

e From March 31, 2024 internal air and sea border controls have been lifted - |
In 2022 Austria stressing over illegal immigration and border security applied veto g
to the lifting of land border controls -> partial implementation

Romania revokes its ambassador from Vienna but repositioned him immediately to
show its openness to dialogue

On December 9™ ,2024 Austria lifted its veto and consequently, full accessmn was
granted as of January 15,2025
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. In support of fu‘rther @Enlargéement

The Republic of Moldova, Ukraine, and Georgia are an integral part of the European Union
and their future lies within the European Union. So does the future of the Western Balkans.
Our partners have made incredible progress. The citizens of these countries believe in the
European Union and wish to be part of the European family, therefore we should not let *
them down.” (Klaus lohannis, 2024. Speechat the European People’s Party in Bucharest,



Romanian legislative election results
Far-right makes big gains

In percentage of vote for major parties in Dec 1 election ‘ . : e el
T ®r % B B ® PSD-> SOFT EUROSCEPITICISM, NOT ANTI-EU BUT

ANTI-EU’S CURRENT DIRECTION, POPULIST,

REFORMED COMMUNIST PARTY

Social Democratic Party (PSD) |

Alliance for Uniting Romanians (AUR)
(far-right)

ALL 71017 PARTIES-> HARD EUROSCEPTICISM,
ULTRANASIONALISTS, SOVEREIGNTY, LESS
INTEGRATION

National Liberal Party (PNL)

Save Romania Union (USR) _

WITHIN EU INSTITUTIONS, RE-EVAIUATION OF
SOS Romania ROMANIA’S CURRENT POSITION WITHIN EU
BrERy FRAMEWORK
Party of Young Peo('f);f.f-ii);g _

Democratic Alliance of Hungarians

in Romania (DAHR)

Source: Romanian parliament




—— S OCIO-DEMOGRAPHICTRENDS (2007-2022) | ROMANIA Sae aposm Partiomment

Differences between the EU and Romania
European Union membership
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—— SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS (2007-2022) | ROMANIA

Differences between the EU and Romania
Benefited from the EU membership

2007 2008 2005 2010 2011 2002 2013 2014 2015 2016 2047 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
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Received lmmalmed aerial vehicle debris due to Moscow
attacking Ukrainian ports facing the borders with the Danube River.

| ' *  Has sent patriot missile battery to Kiev as NAIO’s frontier

"« Handled properly, with speed and generosity the unprecedented arrival
3 of thousands of refugees

* Supports Ukraine’s integration in the Europea
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