
Why did 
Yugoslavia 
disintegrate ?



• state concept among the South Slavic intelligentsia -

1918 collapse of Austria-Hungary at the end of World 

War I(October 1918 – National Council in Zagreb, 

then December 1918 – State of Serbs, Croats and 

Slovenes - Belgrade)

• However, the first idea – 17th century – Croat writers 

and philosophers(South Slavic rebirth) and also 

Thomislav Bacurin – “Načertanije” (Frantisek Zach) -

Belgrade

• In 1848 – first plan created – Secret Belgrade Circle 

– close to the ruling government – South Slavic 

Federation

• The two most conscious Yugoslavian tribes – Croats 

and Serbs - lay down the foundation of their political 

future 

Beginnings – Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes



The foundation 
– the rules



First years



Stages



Arguments of disintegration

1. Cultural and confessional differences –
Longue durée



2. Clashes of empires

Dennison Rusinow



3. Ideology factors – Ivo 
Banac



3. Ideology factors – Serbian 
POV



What is a Yugoslav ? 



4. Socialism in Yugoslavia



5. Economy in Yugoslavia

• After WWII, the Soviet five-year plans were implemented and also massive voluntary work for 

reconstruction was seen

• a mixture of a planned socialist economy and a market socialist economy: workers were entitled to 

a certain share of their profits

• 50s and 60s – Youth work actions - roads, railways, public buildings, industrial infrastructure -

organized on the local, republic, and federal levels by the Young Communist League of Yugoslavia

• significant growth in education, heavy industry was developed, the countryside was electrified, 

factories were nationalized

• 1980s – after 2 decades(59 – 79) of economic growth, from 1979 to 1989 there is actually zero 

growth of per capita income



Late 70s – globalization, interdependency – the true weaknesses of 

the socialists(not only Yugoslavia) started to be visible(low efficiency, 

lack of technological dynamism, low adaptability)

In order to adapt, reforms needed to be implemented BUT

• The federal subjects were not interested anymore in helping 

“Yugoslavia’s economy”

• Every federation had different views and wishes(one of them 

being to support themselves) and not exchange 

• All the political scheme should have been changed(at this point, 

impossible)

• With the Soviet Union collapsing, they decided not to send 

money anymore to Yugoslavia, so the West also stopped sending

• Yugoslavia needed money so they seeked loans (IMF), but loans 

are given with the insurance of payback + interest, so nobody 

wanted to give money to them

5. Economy in Yugoslavia



5. Economy in Yugoslavia



70s’ Oil crisis



Collapse of the economy

Year Debt Inflation GDP(billion US$) Unemployment

1954 $400 million - - -

1965 $1.2 billion 34.6% - 6.6%

1971 $3.177 billion - 15.8(20.11%) 6.7&

1973 $4.7 billion 20% 21.5(21.86%) 9.1%

1980 $18.9 billion 27% 70(27%) 13.8%

1982 $20 billion 40% 62.8(31.85%) 14.4%

1987 $21.961 billion 167% 84.6(25.96%) 16.1%



6. Political and Intellectual
Agency



6. Political and Intellectual Agency



Why was it so violent ?



Opinions of 
Yugoslavs(Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenians)



Opinions of Yugoslavs(Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenians)



Conclusions



Thank you for your attention!
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