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Armenians in Jerusalem 

 

Armenian Apostolic Patriarchate of Jerusalem 

No other official site than: https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianPatriarchateJerusalem  

 

The patriarchate publishes a journal, Sion – Սիոն :  

 

This is an Armenological Journal, with 

good reputation among specialists. 

It has a religious tone. 

It may serve as a tool of communication for 

the Patriarchate, see p. 92, the communiqué 

about the judicial steps taken against the 

foreclosure of Armenian properties. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianPatriarchateJerusalem
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→ What is the image of the Armenian world offered by such a journal? 

 

Monastery of St. James 

Source : https://www.wmf.org/monuments/cathedral-st-james  

Resting in the southwestern corner of the 

Old City of Jerusalem, the monastery of St. 

James is one of the few cathedrals from the 

Crusades to have survived almost intact. 

As early as 1195, St. James served as a 

refuge for the Armenian poor when a large 

hospice was attached to the church. Local 

Armenian merchants worked to beautify 

and enlarge the monastery through the 

centuries. This close relationship between 

the cathedral and the Armenian community 

was further solidified in the 17th century, 

when the cathedral was designated the seat 

of the Armenian Christian Church, around 

which the Armenian quarter of Jerusalem 

was established. Building activities 

intensified after the 1840s, and by the end 

of the 19th century the cathedral was 

reputed for its architectural ornament and 

its collection of jeweled vestments and 

manuscripts. 

https://www.wmf.org/monuments/cathedral-st-james
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External view of building, June 20, 2009 

 

 

Detail of tile, June 21, 2009. 

After the first genocide and Soviet 

dominance of Armenia, St. James became 

a spiritual and cultural center of great 

importance for the Armenian diaspora. 

This sacred place of history, identity, and 

unity is threatened by structural problems 

and deterioration of the elaborate interiors. 

Conservation and long-term management 

are sought to preserve the cathedral and to 

facilitate visitation and religious 

pilgrimage to the site, as well as to 

promote dialogue in a place so troubled by 

conflict yet so rife with shared history. The 

site was included on the 2010 World 

Monuments Watch. 

 

Library Caloust Gulbenkian  

Source: http://armenian-jerusalem.org/library.htm   

 

http://armenian-jerusalem.org/library.htm
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A separate room houses rare and early 

imprints, published a hundred or more 

years ago. Armenians established the first 

printing press in Jerusalem in 1833. One of 

the Library's prized possessions is a copy 

of the inaugural issue of the Patriarchate's 

monthly of religion, literature and 

philology, the official publication of the 

Armenian Patriarchate. Most book 

acquisitions are gifts, a listing of which is 

regularly published in the Sion gazette. A 

wide range of subjects is represented, with 

emphasis on Christianity in all its aspects. 

The collections are classified according to 

the Dewey Decimal System. Bibliographic 

records are maintained in a card catalog. 

The Patriarchate also curates an 

extraordinary collection of 4000 

illuminated manuscripts, housed in the 

Church of St. Toros, close to the Cathedral 

of St. James. Plans for the Future Plans are 

underway to renovate the historic 

Gulbenkian Library, transforming it into a 

state-of-the-art, climate-controlled facility 

which accommodates furnishings 

congruous with the character of the 

building and is equipped with electrical 

and communications systems capable of 

incorporating automation, electronic 

networking, and future technological 

developments. The Library will be 

harmonious with the historic setting and 

environment of the Armenian Patriarchate, 

which also comprises the Convent and 

Cathedral of St. James; the Theological 

Seminary of the Brotherhood of St. James; 

the Holy Translators (Surb Tarkmanchats) 

School (kindergarten through high school); 

the Edward and Helen Mardigian Museum 

of Armenian Art and Culture; and the St. 

James Printing Press. Support In early 

1997, a support organization, The Friends 

of the Calouste Gulbenkian Library, was 

formed and has been incorporated in 

California as a tax-exempt [501(c)3], a 

non-profit charitable public benefit 

corporation with the following purposes: • 

To advance and promote in the Armenian 

and American communities the cultural 

and historical significance of the Calouste 

Gulbenkian Library; to enhance its 

collection development activities; to 

expand its programs and services which 

provide greater public access to 

information in the Armenian language and 

about Armenians from earliest times to the 

present to Armenological scholars and 

members of all Armenian communities in 

the United States and throughout the 

world;  • To organize and engage in 

activities which educate, enrich, and foster 

understanding and appreciation of the great 

cultural treasure in said Library among 

members of the organization and persons 
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of Armenian ancestry in the United States 

of America and abroad;  • To solicit 

donations, grants or subsidies from 

interested members of the public and to 

apply to public agencies or private or 

public foundations for assistance under 

prescribed guidelines, rules and regulations 

promulgated by such agencies or 

foundations in order to fund selected 

capital improvements to the Library.  [Ed: 

Courtesy the Armenian Patriarchate of St 

James 

 

An essential part of the Old City 

Source: https://www.seetheholyland.net/tag/gulbenkian-library/ 

 

Nestled within a walled compound in the ancient Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City, 

the Church of St James is one of the most ornately decorated places of worship in the Holy 

Land. 

This ancient church, part of which dates to AD 420, is the cathedral of the Armenian 

Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 

Armenia — a land-locked country in south-west Asia — was the first nation to adopt 

Christianity as its state religion, in AD 301, and Armenian Christians established the first 

“quarter” in Jerusalem. 

The Church of St James is dedicated to two martyred saints of that name — St James the 

Great, one of the first apostles to follow Jesus, and St James the Less, believed to be a close 

relative of Jesus, who became the first bishop of Jerusalem. 

 

Artwork at entrance to Church of St James (Seetheholyland.net) 

St James the Great was beheaded by Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great, around 

AD 44 (Acts 12:1-2). St James the Less was martyred by Temple authorities about 20 years 

later by being thrown from the Temple platform, then stoned and clubbed to death. 

According to Armenian tradition, within the church are buried the head of St James the Great 

(the rest of his body is believed to be in the Spanish pilgrimage shrine of Santiago de 

Compostela) and the body of St James the Less. 

https://www.seetheholyland.net/tag/gulbenkian-library/
https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James1.jpg
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Most of the cathedral dates from the 12th century, though it incorporates the remains of two 

chapels built in the 5th century. This is one of the few remaining Crusader-era churches in 

the Holy Land to have survived intact. 

  

Interior provides splendid spectacle  

 

Monk sounding symandron outside Church of St James (Seetheholyland.net) 

Entry from Armenian Orthodox Patriarchate Road is through a dog-legged porch leading to 

the church courtyard. Stone crosses (called khatchkars) carved in relief on the walls include 

early Armenian examples of the so-called Jerusalem cross. 

The church is open to the public only during services. Lengths of wood and brass hanging 

outside the entrance are hammered with mallets to call the faithful to prayer. Called 

symandra, they were introduced when a 14th-century Muslim edict forbade churches to ring 

bells. 

 

Dome of Church of St James (Seetheholyland.net) 

The interior, under a vaulted dome, offers a splendid spectacle of gilded altars, massive 

chandeliers, myriad lamps with ceramic eggs attached to them, paintings, carved wood, inlaid 

https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James2.jpg
https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James3.jpg
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mother-of-pearl, bronze engravings, and blue and green wall tiles. The marble floor is usually 

covered with purple, green and red carpets. 

Rich vestments, incense and chanting give the cathedral a mystical Eastern character during 

services. 

High-set windows, oil lamps and candles are the only light sources, since there is no 

electricity. Sunlight produces dazzling reflections on the church’s treasures, but cloudy days 

cloak the interior in darkness. There are no pews. 

  

Shrine on reputed site of beheading  

 

Entrance to Chapel of St James the Great, in Church of St James (Seetheholyland.net) 

On the left side of the church, opposite one of the four square piers supporting the vaulted 

ceiling, is its most important shrine, the small Chapel of St James the Great. A piece of red 

marble in front of the altar marks the place where his head is buried, on the reputed site of his 

beheading. 

Also on the left side are doors leading to other chapels that are seldom open to visitors. The 

Chapel of St Menas, an Egyptian martyr (to the left of the Chapel of St James the Great), is 

the oldest part of the building. Further forward, the Church of St Stephen serves as the 

cathedral’s sacristy and baptistery. 

In the front of the cathedral are two thrones. The larger, intricately carved and topped by an 

onion-shaped baldachino, is dedicated to St James the Less. A low iron grille behind it 

encloses the saint’s reputed burial place. The smaller throne is the seat of the Armenian 

Orthodox patriarch. 

https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James4.jpg
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Reputed burial place of St James the Less, in Church of St James (Seetheholyland.net) 

A doorway near the centre of the right-hand wall, also generally closed to the public, was the 

original 12th-century entrance to the church. It leads to the Etchmiadzin Chapel, formed in 

the 17th century by blocking a long and narrow portico. 

The Armenian city of Etchmiadzin (now known as Vagharshapat) is the seat of the Catholicos 

of All Armenians, head of the Armenian Orthodox Church. 

Vividly coloured wall tiles in the chapel, illustrating scenes from the Bible and lives of the 

saints, were made in Turkey in the 18th century for repairs to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre but were not used. 

  

Compound is like miniature city 

 

Entrance to Convent of St James (Shmuliko / Wikimedia) 

The compound of St James Convent, which contains the Church of St James, is like a 

miniature city with residences for more than 1000 families. Behind its fortress-like walls are 

the patriarchate, a hospice, living quarters for nuns and priests, a school, social clubs and a 

printing press — the first in Jerusalem, established in 1833. 

https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James5.jpg
https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James6.jpg
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Across the street from the main gate is an Armenian Orthodox seminary. Some scholars 

believe this the site of Pilate’s praetorium, formerly the palace of Herod the Great. In that 

case, the judgement seat where Jesus was condemned (John 19:13) would have been on an 

open square where the Church of St James now stands. 

Visitors may normally enter the compound only with an Armenian guide, but two institutions 

are open to the public: 

• The Mardigian Museum (open 9am-4pm Mon-Sat) contains mosaics, artworks and 

artifacts as well as exhibits on Armenian culture and history, with a section devoted to the 

tragic genocide of perhaps two million Armenians by Ottoman Turks in the early 20th century. 

• The Gulbenkian Library (open 3.30-6pm Mon-Fri) has more than 100,000 volumes and 

extensive files of Armenian periodicals and newspapers. 

 

Armenians have long presence in Jerusalem  

An Armenian presence existed in Jerusalem in the first century before Christ. After Armenia 

became Christian in 301, pilgrims began coming in large numbers. 

 

Old City’s Armenian Quarter and St James Monastery (David Bjorgen / Wikimedia) 

By the 7th century there were 70 Armenian monasteries in Palestine. For several hundred 

years the Armenian patriarch was considered to be the most senior Christian dignitary in the 

Holy Land. 

https://www.seetheholyland.net/church-of-st-james/church-of-st-james-9/
https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James8.jpg
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The Armenian Orthodox still have jurisdiction over part of the Church of the Nativity in 

Bethlehem and also over the Chapel of St Helena in the crypt of the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre. The peaked hoods worn by their priests, shaped like the dome of a typical 

Armenian church, are intended to make the priest look like a walking church in the world. 

The Armenian Quarter began taking shape in the south-west of Jerusalem before 1100. After 

expansion of the Jewish Quarter in 1968, it now occupies about one-sixth of the Old City. 

The Armenian Quarter is the only one that largely looks like it did when it was founded, says 

author Mariam Shahin. “The ceramic and pottery shops, the delicatessens and the pubs, and 

the Armenians’ almost medieval sense of community make the quarter a unique and precious 

part of the mosaic that is old Jerusalem.” 

 

Armenian monastery cloister (© Israel Ministry of Tourism) 

The Convent of St James takes up two-thirds of the quarter. The remaining third includes 

churches of four other denominations: Syriac Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, Maronite and 

Anglican. 

Many of the residents of the convent compound are descendants of survivors of the Ottoman 

Turkish genocide who sought refuge in Jerusalem. A note on the menu at the nearby Armenian 

Tavern restaurant observes: “From the unkind cup of history they have drunk wisdom not 

bitterness.” 

  

In Scripture:  

St James [the Great] is beheaded: Acts 12:1-2 

Jesus is condemned: John 19:13-16 

https://www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Church-of-St-James9.jpg
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Administered by: Armenian Patriarchate of St James 

Tel.: 972-2-6282331 

Open: 6.30-7.30am and 3.00-3.40pm Sun-Fri; 6.30-9.30am and 3.00-3.40pm Sat. Modest 

dress required. 

 

Current Affairs in Jeruslam : 

Source : https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-

damage-behalf-xana-gardens  

Israeli Police Return to Cows’ Garden, Inflict Damage on Behalf of Xana Gardens 

April 6, 2024 - Last Updated: April 11, 2024 - Daoud Kuttab -  

Snapshot 

Israeli police return to the Cows’ Garden lot in the Armenian Quarter, surprising residents and 

damaging guards’ structures on behalf of Xana Gardens, a company with which the Armenian 

community is currently in an ongoing legal dispute over the property. 

Shortly before noon on April 3, 2024, a troop of around 15 to 201 Israeli police barged into 

the Cows’ Garden parking lot on the premises of the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem’s 

Armenian Quarter. They forcibly removed two temporary guard lean-tos that had been erected 

by the Armenian community two months previously, right in front of the community members 

stationed there on guard, some of whom were also assaulted by police. 

Israeli police forcibly dismantle a temporary guards’ lean-to at the Cows’ Garden lot in the 

Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem, April 3, 2024. 

 

An aerial view of the Cows’ Garden (Goveroun Bardez) parking lot in the Armenian Quarter 

of Jerusalem’s Old City - Credit: Marinella Bandini, EWTN website 

https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-1
https://ewtn.co.uk/
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The temporary community tent erected by the Armenian community protecting the Cows’ 

Garden lot, shown here December 23, 2023 - Credit: - Mays Shkerat for Jerusalem Story 

The community had erected the temporary guard stations there in the context of an ongoing 

legal dispute with a shadowy Dubai-based company named Xana Gardens, which has been 

seeking by any and all means to acquire a large plot of land belonging to the Armenian 

Patriarchate in the Armenian Quarter (see Questionable Secret Land Lease Deal Threatens 

Armenian Community Land and Property in Old City). Because the company had repeatedly 

resorted to forcible aggression starting in late October 2023, when the Patriarchate canceled 

the controversial land deal and backed that up by filing a legal case in the Jerusalem District 

Court (see Armenians Launch Legal Battle to Cancel Controversial Cows’ Garden Land 

Deal), subsequently followed by the community filing a second case, the community has been 

physically guarding the coveted premises 24 hours a day for months. 

An agreement had been reached with the police a month prior to maintain the status quo at the 

site.2 

Israeli lawyer and Jerusalemite Daniel Seidemann, founder of Ir Amim and executive director 

of Terrestrial Jerusalem, pointed out on X that this action by police is really on behalf of the 

settlers: 

The arrangement to freeze things is being violated right now. By the settlers? Only 

indirectly. The police are doing the dirty work for them. This is Ben Gvir’s militia. Not 

the Israeli Police by which they are known. Ben Gvir’s militia . . . This is the Police 

dismantling the lean-to on behalf of the settlers. It’s been there for months. The 

Government of Israel is harnessing its powers to benefit the settlers and to seize lands of 

the ancient Christian Armenian community.3 

He also pointed to the timing: “This is happening against the backdrop of the carnage in Gaza. 

That’s not an accident. The settlers hope you won’t notice their incursion into the Armenian 

Quarter.”4 

“This is happening against the backdrop of the carnage in Gaza. That’s not an 

accident.” 

https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/questionable-secret-land-lease-deal-threatens-historic-armenian-community-land-and-property?search=1
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/questionable-secret-land-lease-deal-threatens-historic-armenian-community-land-and-property?search=1
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/armenians-launch-legal-battle-cancel-controversial-cows-garden-land-deal?search=1
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/armenians-launch-legal-battle-cancel-controversial-cows-garden-land-deal
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/armenians-launch-legal-battle-cancel-controversial-cows-garden-land-deal
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-2
https://www.ir-amim.org.il/en
http://t-j.org.il/
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-3
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-4


70745 – Ιστορία των Αρμενίων στην Οθωμανική Αυτοκρατορία – Τμήμα Tουρκικών Σπουδών και Σύγχρονων 

Ασιατικών Σπουδών – Εθνικό και Καποδιστριακό Πανεπιστήμιο Αθηνών – Hervé GEORGELIN 

 

13 / 24 

 

Daniel Seidemann, executive director, Terrestrial Jerusalem 

A communique issued by the Armenian Patriarchate that same day said that when the police 

arrived, community members on site demanded to see permits or warrants from a court 

allowing the destruction, but the police did not present any. Rather, police repeatedly 

responded, “We are here to defend the rights of the workers of Xana Gardens.”5 

The communique identified the police officer in charge of the “eviction” as Assaf Harel. 

 

Israeli policeman Assaf Harel in the Cows’ Garden lot in the Armenian Quarter, posted on X 

April 5, 2024 - Credit: - via SavetheARQ X feed 

Israeli police officer Assaf Harel argues with Armenian clergy and community members 

including Save the ArQ leader Hagop Djernazian (front, center) at the Cows’ Garden lot, April 

3, 2024.- Credit: via Save the ArQ X feed 

As shown in a video of the incident later posted on X by the Save the Armenian Quarter (Save 

the ArQ) movement on social media, initially, Harel refused to communicate with Armenian 

community members, demanding only to talk to the Armenian “Bishops.” But when the 

Patriarch delegated community activist Hagop Djernazian, standing right next to him, to 

speak on his behalf (presumably because the interaction was in Hebrew), the police chief 

waved him off, referring to him to his face as “this thing,” and refused to show any legal 

document justifying the violence on the property.6 

Djernazian, cofounder of Save the ArQ, told Jerusalem Story on April 4, “The police arrived, 

and they succeeded in changing the status quo on the ground [at the Cows’ Garden], even 

though they were the ones who said the status quo should remain as it is a month ago.”7 

Djernazian said that volunteers from the Armenian community “will continue to maintain 

presence on the ground, and we continue to guard the area and possess the land, and there are 

two law suits that are pending in the Israeli courts.” 

In its communique, the Patriarchate demanded answers from the police and expressed concern 

about the significance of the day’s events: 

https://twitter.com/ArmenianQuarter/status/1775553887077843431
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-5
https://twitter.com/SavetheArQ/status/1776242940299370813/photo/1
https://x.com/SavetheArQ/status/1776239597388771532
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SavetheArQ/
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-6
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-7
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Armenians in Jerusalem organize a peaceful, round-the-clock sit-in to guard their 

community’s property. 

The Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem is one of the Custodians of the Holy Land and 

overseers of one of the four Quarters of Jerusalem. We fully expect the due process that 

is purportedly granted to all within Jerusalem and demand answers from the Israeli 

Police and the Israeli Government for their participation in today’s events. 

It is clear that today’s provocations are an attempt to set a precedent against the 

Armenian Quarter and its lawful lands. We will continue to stand our ground and ask 

for Christians worldwide to spotlight these never-ending encroachments on the peaceful 

Armenian Christian community.8 

The April 3 attack caught the community off guard, even though they had maintained their 

round-the-clock presence. The police chief accompanying the unknown individuals allowed 

them to tear apart the plastic guards’ shed before leaving, thus causing major worry among the 

population. 

Impromptu Press Conference 

Leaders of Save the ArQ held a press conference at the Cows’ Garden later that night, of 

which they subsequently issued a video on social media.  

During this conference, Setrag Balian and Hagop Djernazian provided broader context for the 

day’s events, including tracing back the various episodes of violence that have occurred since 

the lease was canceled last October and providing details on the two legal cases that are 

pending in the Jerusalem District Court against Xana Gardens. 

Balian summed up the key facts about the two legal cases. The first, filed by the Armenian 

Patriarchate on December 26, 2023, is based on three main arguments: 

1. The representatives of Xana Gardens misrepresented themselves and indeed did not 

even have funds to build the luxury hotel they promised to build. 

2. Bribery was a key factor in securing the original signatures on the controversial, now-

canceled land lease deal. 

3. The Patriarchate was not fully aware of the vast land holdings included in the deal 

beyond just the Cows’ Garden parking lot.  

https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-8
https://x.com/SavetheArQ/status/1775561197409939727
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/armenian-community-steps-resistance-land-deal-xana-gardens-intensifies-violent-takeover
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The second, filed by the Armenian community with more than 400 signatures on February 18, 

2024, was based on the following arguments:  

1. The parties signing the controversial land lease agreement did not have sole authority 

to do so and thus, the signing did not follow the internal procedures of the Holy Synod 

[the highest authority in the Orthodox and Oriental Churches] and the General 

Assembly [the general assembly of the monastic order of the Brotherhood of St. 

James]. Therefore, it is rendered invalid.  

2. The land in question was established as a Muslim waqf in 1575 by the then Patriarch 

of Jerusalem. Waqf land can never be leased or sold.  

3. The value offered for the land in the deal was absurdly below fair market price for 

what may fairly be considered one of the most valuable properties in the world.  

According to Balian, “The Community and Patriarchate law suits do not oppose each other. 

The latter makes arguments that the former cannot.”9 

Community Press Release 

In a joint press release issued by Save the ARQ on April 6, seven Armenian community 

organizations including “social, charitable, youth and political clubs and associations” 

accused the Israeli police of colluding with Jewish settlers to “forcefully change the facts on 

the ground, and critically endanger our 1600-year-old presence in Jerusalem.”  

They stated forcefully: “To be clear, we declare in one united voice that any transaction 

regarding the Cows’ Garden is void, threatens our existence as a community, and violates our 

property rights. The very existence of the Armenian Patriarchate and the Armenian 

community of Jerusalem is under historic threat.”10 

The statement went on to appeal to the international community: 

We implore the international community to recognize the significance of our cultural 

and historical heritage in Jerusalem and to stand with us in defense of our rights to exist 

as Armenians in Jerusalem. The Armenian Quarter is not merely a geographical 

location; it is a symbol of our enduring presence and identity. Any encroachment upon it 

not only undermines our Community and Patriarchate, but it also threatens to destroy 

the very tapestry of the Old City.11 

Local and International Responses 

The latest chapter of police and developer collusion against the Armenian community in 

pursuit of the invaluable land in the Armenian Quarter land elicited responses worldwide. 

Below is a brief selection. 

Dr. Varsen Aghabekian, newly appointed minister of state for foreign affairs and expatriates of 

Palestine and the first Palestinian Armenian woman to serve in a ministerial capacity, 

commented on this situation: 

https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/lexicon/waqf
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-9
https://x.com/SavetheArQ/status/1776307733253308717
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-10
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-11
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Violations in the Armenian Quarter have been part of the Israelization and the 

hegemony on the occupied walled city of Jerusalem and have intensified in the last 

couple of years. The Armenian Quarter is part of the Armenian heritage in Palestine and 

lies within occupied territory as per international law. Armenians have shown great 

resilience and coordination amongst the Armenian community locally and globally and 

are adamant to protect their Quarter, which has witnessed Armenians’ long and 

uninterrupted presence in Palestine for centuries. As a Palestinian Armenian, I remain 

fully committed to supporting the Armenian community in their resilience and 

perseverance and will continue to follow up on the developments and speak on the 

necessity to protect the Armenian heritage in the occupied city. 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has maintained a longstanding dedication 

to advocating for the rights and status of the Armenian community and the Armenian 

Quarter, recognizing their invaluable contributions to the Palestinian fabric, history, 

activism, and economy and towards preserving the integrity of the Old City with its 

mosaic and Christian presence.12 

“We declare in one united voice that any transaction regarding the Cows’ Garden is 

void.” 

Seven Armenian community organizations in a press release, April 6, 2024 

The Jordanian Foreign Ministry,13 the Higher Presidential Commission on Churches in 

Palestine,14 and the French Consulate in Jerusalem15 also issued statements of concern 

considering the Israeli police act a violation of the status quo in Jerusalem. 

The Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention issued a Red Flag Alert about the Armenian 

Quarter on April 6. The statement concluded: 

We at the Lemkin Institute call for the protection of historically and culturally 

Armenian land and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem. The continued effort to dispossess 

the Armenian community from their ancestral and historic lands in Jerusalem is fueled 

by the same eliminationist and settler-colonial process we see throughout the West Bank. 

The Lemkin Institute calls on Israeli courts to immediately invalidate any deal between 

the Armenian Patriarchate and Xana Gardens. Further, we demand the Israeli 

authorities respect the minority rights of Armenians and Christians throughout 

Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Israel. Whether the targets are Palestinian Muslims or 

Armenian Christians, Israel must cease all efforts to expand Jewish settlements at the 

expense of non-Jews and commit to the protection of all peoples and faiths throughout 

the region.16 

“The continued effort to dispossess the Armenian community from their ancestral and 

historic lands in Jerusalem is fueled by the same eliminationist and settler-colonial 

process we see throughout the West Bank.” 

Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention 

Further Police Aggression 

https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-12
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-13
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-14
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-15
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-16
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Less than a week later, on April 9, Israeli police officer Assaf Harel returned to the Cows’ 

Garden and again attempted to remove metal fencing and a traffic cone that had been installed 

three months ago upon the approval of the Armenian Patriarch. Indeed, they had been in place 

a month earlier when all parties agreed not to change the status quo on the ground at the site 

given the ongoing legal cases.17 “This entrance has been controlled by the Armenian 

Patriarchate for three months. 

In a comment on Instagram as Harel departed, Balian said: 

Dear Jerusalemites and Armenians all over the world and all the people following us. 

This was again the same corrupt policeman. He came and asked us to remove this cone. 

This is what he asked us to remove without any court order. This entrance has been 

controlled by the Armenian Patriarchate and the community for three months . . . The 

police has no right whatsoever to intervene . . . the police is once again removing any 

object that would allow us to control our territory that has been under Armenian control 

for the past 700 years.18 

Notes 

1 Numbers provided by Setrag Balian and Hagop Djernazian, cofounders of the Save the 

ARQ movement, during a press conference at the Cows’ Garden, April 3, 2024. 

2 Daniel Seidemann (@DanielSeidemann), “Breaking and important, and happening now,” X, 

April 4, 2024, 4:46 p.m. 

3 Seidemann, “Breaking and important.” 

 

Armenian Boarding School in Jerusalem – Saint Transslators  

Not other official site than : https://www.facebook.com/ststarkmanchatzofjerusalem/  

 

 

https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-17
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#references-item-18
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#inner-ref-link-1
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#inner-ref-link-2
https://x.com/DanielSeidemann/status/1775912746451624234
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/article/israeli-police-return-cows-garden-inflict-damage-behalf-xana-gardens#inner-ref-link-3
https://www.facebook.com/ststarkmanchatzofjerusalem/
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A lesser-known genocide 

Source : https://www.jpost.com/magazine/a-lesser-known-genocide-398918  

A week after Holocaust Remembrance Day, Jerusalem’s Armenians are marking the 

centenary of their people’s massacre – which they are still fighting for the world to 

recognize. 

By ANNA PAZOS APRIL 24, 2015 09:43  

 

St. Tarkmantchatz pupils stand for the Holocaust Remembrance Day siren last Thursday 

morning. (photo credit: ANNA PAZOS) 

At 10 a.m. on April 16, when the Holocaust Remembrance Day siren wailed throughout the 

country, the 160 students of the only Armenian school in Jerusalem stopped their classes and 

stood up in respect.Shortly after, movement returned to the St. Tarkmantchatz school, a small 

stone building in the heart of the Old City’s Armenian Quarter. Children wearing blue uniforms 

ran up and down the aisles among maps of Greater Armenia, pictures of saints and drawings of 

prominent Christian Orthodox cathedrals. These days are particularly moving for the school, 

which this week is commemorating the centenary of an earlier 20th-century tragedy: the 

Armenian genocide – the systematic killing and displacement of Armenians in the Ottoman 

Empire, of whom most of these students are descendants.“We want them to understand that it’s 

very important to commemorate other nations’ genocides,” says Mihran Der Matossian, director 

of the school and a descendant of Armenian survivors. “Because we have also been through this 

hard track, it is our duty to respect other people’s pain – as we expect others to respect ours.” 

St. Tarkmantchatz school was created in 1929 to meet the needs of Jerusalem’s growing 

Armenian community, whose presence in the city had increased exponentially after the arrival 

of thousands of refugees from other parts of the Ottoman Empire, including hundreds of 

orphans. They were fleeing the massacres and deportations that the Young Turks had carried 

out from 1915 to 1923, in what would later be described as a genocide. The few Armenians 

living in Ottoman Palestine were luckier than their counterparts in Anatolia, whom Turkish 

rulers saw as a potential threat.Hundreds of thousands were driven from their homes and forced 

to walk to the point of exhaustion through desert landscapes.Only one-third of the 2.5 million 

Armenians who lived in the Ottoman Empire survived the death marches. To this day, Turkey 

https://www.jpost.com/magazine/a-lesser-known-genocide-398918
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has refused to take any responsibility and declares that the killings were not systematic, but 

collateral damage from the violence that arose during the empire’s collapse.“When it happened, 

the word ‘genocide’ didn’t yet exist,” the school director points out, standing in a hall of 

portraits of prominent Armenians who died in the killings. It was Raphael Lemkins, a Polish 

Jew whose parents were killed in Auschwitz, who coined the term in 1944, stating that the 

Armenian was the first genocide of modern history. Another Jew, the Austrian-Bohemian Franz 

Werfel, wrote the most prominent novel about Armenian resistance, The Forty Days of Musa 

Dagh, which the Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto later used as a handbook. 

 

Photographs of Armenians in « Palestine » : http://www.globalarmenianheritage-

adic.fr/fr/6histoire/par_pays/palestine_d4.htm  

Bibliography:  

The Jerusalem of Transformation Popular Understandings about and Attitudes toward 

the Armenian Quarter Paperback – August 12, 2016 - https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-

Transformation-Understandings-Attitudes-Armenian/dp/1537064657  

by Areg Allen Sarkissian (Author)  

Areg Allen Sarkissian studies the history and the population ideas about the Armenian Quarter 

in Jerusalem and how the citizens treat the cultural spaces of the quarter. He centers his 

discussion on three main, popular areas of the quarter: the Calouste Gulbenkian Library, the 

Cathedral of Saint James, and the Saint Tarkmantchatz School.  

In his research, Areg interviewed numerous people who call the Armenian Quarter home. In 

doing so, Sarkissian takes the discussion of the Armenian Quarter out of the realm of academia 

and puts it back among the people. He stresses the need to interview the populace to get a view 

of the quarter. The opinions of the government or the clergy aren’t enough to get the whole 

picture, and they may not present the true story.  

For clarity, Sarkissian limits his research to two particular time-frames—1948 and 1967—both 

eras of violence and upheaval for the quarter. He explores how building renovations and upkeep 

can be used to direct people’s cultural and religious traditions.  

Sarkissian ends his research with a discussion of the Armenian Quarter’s future and speculation 

about its changing status among the various religious and ethnic groups in Jerusalem.  

http://www.globalarmenianheritage-adic.fr/fr/6histoire/par_pays/palestine_d4.htm
http://www.globalarmenianheritage-adic.fr/fr/6histoire/par_pays/palestine_d4.htm
https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-Transformation-Understandings-Attitudes-Armenian/dp/1537064657
https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-Transformation-Understandings-Attitudes-Armenian/dp/1537064657
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Areg+Allen+Sarkissian&text=Areg+Allen+Sarkissian&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-Transformation-Understandings-Attitudes-

Armenian/dp/1537064657  

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-Transformation-Understandings-Attitudes-Armenian/dp/1537064657
https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-Transformation-Understandings-Attitudes-Armenian/dp/1537064657
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https://auroraprize.com/en/claude-armen-mutafian  

 

Digression : Claude Mutafian’s father was Zareh Mutafian [Զարէհ Մութաֆեան], the 

painter (Samsun, 1897 – Paris, 1980) – According to Wikipedia (sic), he was trained at 

https://pinacotecabrera.org/ in Italy. He was reamrked, selected in Greece and evacuated to Italy 

thanks to his artistic talents. He then moved to France. The two generations Mutafian are an 

exception of a family quickly regaining a high social status. Zareh’s wife, Claude’s mother was 

a dentist. She worked until very late in her life and a passion for opera. 

 

 

https://auroraprize.com/en/claude-armen-mutafian
https://pinacotecabrera.org/
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In order to get an idea about his works : https://www.invaluable.com/artist/mutafian-zarech-

6npe2djy43/sold-at-auction-prices/?srsltid=AfmBOoplLZ-

hx1mrpCkFz6pHvkpS9uvkqQWkG4uPUtjz7YhdBB2duslG  
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https://www.invaluable.com/artist/mutafian-zarech-6npe2djy43/sold-at-auction-prices/?srsltid=AfmBOoplLZ-hx1mrpCkFz6pHvkpS9uvkqQWkG4uPUtjz7YhdBB2duslG
https://www.invaluable.com/artist/mutafian-zarech-6npe2djy43/sold-at-auction-prices/?srsltid=AfmBOoplLZ-hx1mrpCkFz6pHvkpS9uvkqQWkG4uPUtjz7YhdBB2duslG

